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A NOTE ON SPELLIT.*G

T h r r - u g h o u t  t h i s  t h e s i s  i n c o n s i s t e n :  s p e l l i n g s  o f  C h i n e s e  n a n e s

a n d  p l a c e s  a p p e a r  ( e .  g .  ' M a o  T s e t u n g '  a a d  ' H a c  Z e d o n g '  ,  
' P e l : i - n g '

and  'Be i J i ng ' ) .  Th i s  i s  a  p roduc t  o f  t he  Ronan isa t i on  o f  Ch inese

cha rac te rs  i n  1979  by  dec i s i on  o f  t he  C t r i aese  l i a t i ona l  Peop le ' s

Congress .  The  spe l l i ng  used  p r i o r  t o  1979  has  been  re ta ined  i n

quo ta t i ons  and  uhe re  requ i red  fo r  accu ra te  sou rc ing .

A NOTE ON IMERVIHJEES

Xost  in terv iesees requi red anonym. i t r  as a eoadi t ion of  consent ing

to in terv ierrs .  Lt i th  thei r  pern iss ion,  a separate inser t  is  inc luded

in the thesis prowid.ing their identity. Aoonyrcus interv-iewees

agreed to this insert on condition that it be destroyed after the

exr-iners had read tbe tbesis.

Iltrere intervics sere cosducted ot -r tba i-n Helbourne, the

place at vhich thy occured has been oritted fril footnotes in

order to avoid possible Ldentif lcatlou of th intelierree. A11

places of lnterrriw, bcever, are specified on the insert.
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I}iTRODUCTION

Th is  t hes i s  i s  an  a t t emp t  t o  exa lo re ,  doc r .nen t  and  e : ra ia in

the  p ronounced  s in i l a r i t y  be tween  che  po l i c i es  and  a t t i t udes  o f

the Cornrrunist  Par ty  of  China (CPC) and the Cowurr is t  Par ty  of  Austra l ia

(L la rx i s t -Len in i s t )  (CPA- l { t )  be tween  197 I  and  1977 .

The per iod selected for  deta j .  led in ' r 'est igat ion opens r i th

a profound reor ientat ion of  Chinese pol icy array f rou the mi l lenar ian

zea l  and  d ip lona t i c  i so la t i on  o f  t he  1960s .  I t  c l oses  r r i t h  d rama t i c

pol i t ica l  changes in China vhich t r iggered tbe f i rs t  opea spl i t

in ttre CPA-ML's r: ' 'ks.

The thesis rrould obviously be incomplete if i t overlooked

the conditions trnder vhich the CPA-XL vas formded i.n 1964 and its

fortr-nes up to 1971, by whicb tine the patterns of CPC/eA-{L relations

had formed and ossified. These Eetters are addressed in tbe first

chapter .

I{hile I vould contend that the CpA+{L's Drarus yitb tbe CPC

ls tbe single rost important eleoent in tbe forler's lstory, lt

strould be pointed out that this tbesis Ls a hiscory of tbat nexu.s,

and not of ttre CPA-I{L per se. In tbe sp;rce evail'able, otbr tributaries

of GPA-HL policies ad attittdes cm. only be restioned rll16iss1y.

To the erteDt that the CPA-I{L uoderstood Ghinese foreign and

domestic polieies it srpporgsd grpa rmequivocally- lf s lliefsrical

accor.mt of this sslleress of pollcy rerely isve!"ved proCuctng a :hecl.list

of CPC statemeats ad the correspouding CA{L endorseles3 rrvr adoprion

of tbese statppeoEs, the thesis could Justif iably be regarried as

gol-ng to inordinate lengths to dnnstrate tbe obviors. hever,

the tbesl-s Ls particularly concerned to purre lust b: blpfrrl
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t he  Ch ina  connec t i r . r n  i s  i n  exp la in ing  the  n i l i eu  and  dynamics  o f

i n n e r - p a r t 1 '  l i f e ,  a n d  t h e  C F A - M L ' s  s t a n c e  o n  A u s t r a l i a n  d o n e s t i c

p o l i t i c s .

Fron the early I930s the Con'munist Party of Australia (CPA)

was ref lex ive ly  obedient  to  Soviet  pol icy.  Yet  in  yr i t ing that

pa r t y ' s  h i s to ry  Da r - i dson  ' came  to  t he  conc lus ion  tha t  t he  cen t ra l

theue in CPA his tory was t t re d ia logue between local  ex igencies and

cen t ra l  o rde rs . ' l  Th "  l i ne  a lone  wh ich  these  cen t ra l  o rde rs  ve re

transni t ted could not  but  encounter  s tat ic  f rou the in ter ference

of  Austra l ian real i ty ,  and i t  vas Dot  unconpon for  Austra l ian conrnr :n is ts

to f ind thenselves out  of  s tep wi th,  or  even opposed to,  Soviet

n
I

Por l cy .

The CPA+{L can be usefully considered as the l ineal descendant

of  the CFA's for-e ign f ixat ion.  Nonetheless,  a l f  manner of  t ime

lags and dysfrnctions are discernible in its relations sith tbe

CPC. lhe degree to vhich Australia's pro-GhiDese couurunists sould

be prepared to initate and tag along behind the CPC could not be

safely predi.cted sben tbe CPA-I{L was formed and, as events in 1976

uere to deDonstrate, it had its lLnits. Tbe co,uplerrties involved

are elucidated in tbe tbesisrs conclusion.

Ilhile natio a1 comr-rnist parties have been historically bedevil led

alastair Darridson, 'tkitLng the Eistory of a C.P. I, Australian
Ieft Rerrien Cbereafter abbrerriated to AT.3), no. 27 (October-
f ,overber 1970),  p.  81, enphasis added.

Se€, for exqle: Ceci l  E. Sharpley, The Great Delusion, p.  3t ;
A'lastair Davidsoo, Ttre Co urrist Partv of Australia: A Sbort
B is to r t ,  pp .  29 ,  78-9 ,  88 ,  104,  l15-20  pass im,  14V52 pass im;
Pre'rt Farrell , 'E:plaining Connnr.rrist Eistoryt, Labour Eistory,
no. 32 (Hay 1977),  p.  5;  ld. ,  Ipternat ioual Social isn apd Austral ian
Labour - Ttre I,e ft 1u Australla: 19111939, pp. 226-7.
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bv  subse rv ience  ! c  an  ove rseas  fon t  o f  s j . sdon ,  i t  i s  no te i ro r th r -  t ha t

t he  b roade r  rad i ca l  and  l e f t  mcvemen t  i n  Aus t ra l i a  a l so  has  a  t r ad i t i on

o f  d r i nk ing  f ron  fo re ign  s t reams .3

T

r .I lhe hLstorlography of the CPA-!'{L ls virtually non-e.d.stent.
i\

; l9U)tran 
sctrolar l l -  and Journal ist ic sources are scant,  and general ly

I l  
"  

I  
repet i t i ve ,  super f i c ia l ,  specu laE ive  or  s imp ly  i r rong.  G iven the

. r {  i
\ ' l  ;  ex t reme ly  sec re t i ve ,  unde rg round  na tu re  o f  t be  CPA-HL ,  h i s to r i r ns

! \  I' . ' t  
I  have beerr  severely  d isadvantagedr tnd the lack of  depth is  qui te

1 L /  I  
-

/ i ' "  t
" / /  |  unders tandab le .
/ / '

The historiography of the rneia5llsp (pd, from which the pro-

Chinese cornnrnists <ieparted in 1963-4, is considerably nore promising.

Since tbe first scholarly treatDeat of tbe CPA vas published in

tt
1969- a serious and authoritative body of rcrk bas been prodrced.

A good proportion of this oaterial is pertinpnt to the tbe.sis, dealing

as it does vith tbe split shicb s rrnissled in tbe formation of tbe

CPA+{L, aod tbe tradition of subservience rith rrLich the GPA, and

therefore ttpse nto forned the nw pa.rty, ttere irbued.

Th historiography relatlng to the Ghirse aspect of tbe thpeis

is vast ad often highty speeirlfsed.

Largely as a legacy of uy personal i-uwlverent lu Xaoist politics

betreen 197 l-8O, I bave been able to rndert'Lp crtFnsive interrieri-ng

See, for ex4le: Patrict OtBrien, th Sav.iotrs: An Intellectual
Hijltory of tl.e Left in Australla, esp- c-h. I; Eria XeXfafay

ed.), A Docrnentary Ristory of th AcEraliat t-aUr fvmt:
l85O-1975, pp. 3O9-I0, 505-18, 527-33,556-8, 6O7-19; Ia ?nmer,
'Tbe Policic-s of Actionr, in l-d. Ckmie Sandercocl 5 St€pben

Iftrrray-Su-ich [eds]), f,,oon for Xrnoessre: Friti!.gs on EistorY'
Pol:itics, Ideas ad Plav, pp. f5O-53 p*ssi.l; Daridsoa' fbe
C.mtm.ist Partv of Ar.rstralla ..., p. {i I- Gbcbrard, 'fhe

Ufcan iufluence oD tbe Austr.el{a L.iog bvst" 4:!g*3l
Stdles: Agstralla and Ner lsrlrrrl, 1rl- 5, m. 19 (Doverber L952),

. -ef c:h- l ogssh.

Darrldson, loc. elt.
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(uost  of  which,  unfor tunate ly ,  nust  be sourced anonymously)  and have

had  access  to  seve ra l  pe rsona l  co l l ec t i ons ,  i nc lud ing  an  ex tens i ve

one in n) 'o lJn possession,  vh ich conta in t ruch rare and otherv ise

lnaccesslble laterlal.

In  handl ing in terv ie l '  Eater ia l  ,  personal  recol1eci j . . . rns and

sources vhich lack ident i fy iug uotat ion,  the academical ly-precar ious

nature of  such mat te i  has been upperoost  ln  ny mind.  I f  I  have

erred in  i ts  use,  I  t rust  that  i t  has been oD the s ide of  caut iou.

Approached c i rc tmspect ly ,  such sources are capable of  scholar ly  t reat-

ment. If the thesis appears excessivelytocunented on occasioD,

this is due partly to over-coDpensation for the above-meotioned

hazards associated w-ith soae of lry sourcesr pnd partly to tbe general

paucity of readily-obtainable naterial on tbe CPA+{L.5

The thesis atteupts to avoid tbe vell-thrasbed eupiricist

pitfalls to vhich institutional, history is prone. Eovever, vhile

accepting ttre historicist rie tbat it is iucrnbent on the bistoria

to locate his or her topic i-n its historical setting, I f iod tbe

adoption of tb.is approach for its orm sekp quite poLntless. to

assert tbat an institution 'ct be er--ipsd in Lts soclo-econnic

context before Lt can be eqlain d, argrrs Davidson, is tarrrnt

totalitaria nonsense'.6 Dt".id=onf s lrnguage ray !,s imrdgrate'

but his thrust is appealLng to ooe rb he< felt tbe bt breath of

tbe rrord-cornt on his necL.

As rost r:f tbe itresis's subJect -tter Is perfectly iutell*gabf€

on its mro, backgror:nd analysis ad argrrnt are prowided only rrbre

These --ttera are dlscussed iD

DarLdson, 'lfrltlng 3fu n{r3sry

greater detail 1n Appendfr I.

.a.r' p. &2, erybasl.s ln ortgLsel.
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t he l r  om iss ion  wou ld  m is lead  o r  Eys t i f y  t he  reade r .  The re  i s  nuch

to be sai .d for  the v iew that  'a  h is tory of  a Comunist  Par ty  sould

be vulgar l .v  deforraed i f  i t  d id not  s ingle out  the real  development

t

of its pollelesr snd hos far they vere determlued by 1ts leaders ".r'

7 Uilas Eajek, czecb blstorlan of tbe c@l-uter:u' qrDted in lbid' '

P. 78, rY eryhasls.



CEAPTER CNE

All IXPU,I,SE TO SUBSERVIENCE: Tffi ORIGINS AllD DTNAXICS

OF THE CPC/CP.C,-IL .\TXLIS

Tbe people vho gathered at tbe seaside Xelbourne subqrb of

Rosebud in 1964 to foro ttre Corrnist Party of Australia (Xarr1st-

Icnlni.st) had for decades beeo scbooled io obedlence to a political

line dictated from l,ioscov. Loyalty to a directing centre vre a

ceotr:l traditlon of the internatio -l conmrnist mvene*tl 
"od,

as part of that troveuent, Australian couunists had b,een tbaunted

by an a l ien associat ion '  for  over  for ty  y . " . " .2

In 1955 Australiars leading comunists sere disqrrieted by

Soviet leader frirushchev's deurnciation of Stalin, for thirty ye:trs

The literature on ttris topic is extensive. For a cross-seiction
see: J.  Brarmthal,  Hlstory of the InternatLonal:  1914-19[3, (vol .
2); Fernando Claudin, fhe Comrmist Hove$ent: From Conlntern to
Corninfora; Earold R. Isaacs, The Tra of  the Chlnese Revolut ion,
esp. ln- l -4,  g6-103, l l4-17
fhe Kapetanlos: Partisans and Civ-ll War iu Greece, 1943-1949,
esp.  pp .  122-7 ,  130-50,  L67-73,  p t  3  pass iu ;  Ar thur  Koes t le r ,
Darlrress at Noon, pp. 54-64; Edvard Upvard, The Rotten Eleoents,
pp. 109-14 passin; Jotm P. Dlggins, Ttre American Left ln the
lbentieth Century, pp. 94-6, L2T9; Bob Avakian, 'Conquer rhe
World? The Internat ional Proletar iat  Hust and Wl1I ' ,  Revolut ion
( C h l c a g o ) ,  S p e c i a l  I s s u e ,  v o l .  6 ,  n o .  2  @ e c e m b e r  t 9 8 l ) ,  p p .  1 5 ,
1 9 , 2 I - 3 .

Rupert lpckrsood, 'T"he Maklng and Unnalclng of a Cornrnunlst Propa-
gand is t ' ,  Aus t ra l lan ,  24  January  1970,  p .  15 .  Scho lar ly  t rea t -
ments of thLs al len associat ion include: Davldson, Ihe Comunlst
Par tv  o f  Aus t ra l la  . . . ,  esp .  pp .  L5 ,  24 ,  39 ,  50-54 ,  58 ,  72-84 ,
fOG102,  I16-21 ,  175-83;  Fane l l ,  In te rna t lona l  Soc la l l s r  . . . ,
pp .  70-72 ,  ch .  7  pass im,  p .  2 I5 .  Former  and present  Aus t r3 l ian
conmr- rn ls ts  have a lso  dea l t  ex tens tve ly  w i th  th is  na t te r .  See,
fo r  example :  C,eo f f  McDona ld ,  Auscra l ia  a t  S take ,  p .  55 ;  Ke j . th
McEwan, Once a Jol ly Comrade, p. 57; Hr-nphrey McQueen's revien
of  Far re f f i c la l l s * . ,  no . ty . t tg ,  oo .  6  (1981) ,
pp .  4 t -3 ;  t .  n f f iTAust ra las la r ,
Survey ,  no .  54  (January  t965) ,  p .  l4 l ;  E .  F .  l l11 l ,  ln  Vanguard
(hereaf te r  abbrev ia ted  to  V) ,  vo l .  2 ,  no .  39  (Augusr  1965) ,  p .  3 ;
1 d . ,  C l a s s  S l{ l thln the Comwrlst  PartLes: Defeat of
e.!f Fgur Great Vfcto_gllor_lgI-ld _Pr,oletarlat: Some Expertences.



tbe c€ntral paagon of cornr.ulst baglogaphy.3 Ooart f 96l tbey

soft-pedalLed Khrushchev' s coucepts of peaceful co-eristence vith

iryeriallsr, peacefur.l trrn^citiou to sioci:'l ism *'J de-Stalinisaiion,

preferring tb Dre trerchant :nd fzmil[ar vienpoint of the Cmrnist

I
Party of Chi"- . '

Vhn tbe loug-sln''ering Sino-Soviet differences erploded ioto

public polr{csr in tb early 196og, borcver, B,eiJing openly energed

a^s a rlwal- centre to ldoscov. lte forcrly moolithl-c rnlty of inter-

aatLoual corrlrisr rc breacbed and tb tradltion of subserrrience

rtth vtich Austr"Ir:rr courunists rere inhrnd reqrrired Ehat tbey

alLga tbereelves rrith one or other of tbe protagonl.sts.5

Tbe pro-Chinese nlnority ras led by E. F. CIed) 8L11, a menber

of the GPA's forr-la National Secretariat and Secretaqr of its

Victor ia Branch. Ei l l ts group, short ly to be dubbed ' the Haoistsr,

expressed total concurrence vith the CPC, and enthuslastlcally seconded

Darridsou, loc. clt., pp. f48-9; Rrryert Locknood, quoted in
Austra'lla Ftna:l'ef_Revlc (hereafter abbreriated to 4f"),

lnterviev rith a formdlng-CFA-tO,
Central Co@Lttee (CC) nember (notes taken durlng lntervierr),
Helbourne, 24 l{arch 1983. The desr-nclatlon of Stalln nas
publlshed ln the Ugr fglk_Tinee, 5 Jr.ne 1956, pp. 8, 10. For
tbe cPc's defence-6EEli-G Peklns Revley (hereafter abbrev-
ia ted  to  !B) ,  20  Septenber  1963,  pp .  8 - i5 .

See, for example: 'Stenographic Recora oe a Disctrssion ln 1960
BeEueeu Leaders of the Cornmrsrist Party of Australta - L. L.
Sharkey and R. Dl:<on - and Mao Tsetr-tng, Chairnan of the Central
Coln'lttee of tb C.ormr-rnLst Partv of China', in E. F. Hl' 11,
Austral lars Revolut ion: On the St;"ggf.  for 

"  
U"r* ls

A u s t r a l l a  . . . ,  p p .  1 4 8 - 5 4 ;  J u s t u s  M .  v a n  d e r  K r o e f ,  ' A u s t r a l l a r s

Hao ls ts r ,  Journa l  o f  Co" 'monwea l th  Po l l t i ca l  S tud les ,  vo1 .  8 ,
no .  2  (Ju ly  1970) ,  pp .  92-3 .

The hlstor lography of the effecrs of che Sino-Sovlet spl l t  on rhe
CPA ts conslderable. Anong the most conclse and accurate
accormts  a re t  Dav ldson,  loc .  c l t . ,  ch .  7 ;  [ f .  H .  R lgby l ,
'Be t reen Moscov  and Pek lng  -  the  C.P.  o f  Auscra l la ' ,  Cur renc
Affalrs Bullet ln, no. 34 (22 June 1964), pp. 34-48.



C h i n a ' s  e x e c r a t i o n  o f  t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n ' s  r e v i s i o n i s t  b e t r a , v a l .  T h e

Russ ians  \ re re  accused  o f  va te r i ng  dovn  the  p r i nc ip les  o f  Marx i sn -

Len in i sn  and  cap i t u l a t l ng  t o  t he  c l ass  
"n * r . 6

The confllct wlthln the CPA vas seen by the daIly press as

r fu r the r  p roo f  t ha t  r he  pa r t y  i s  ac t i va ted  by  cons ide ra t i oDs  ou ts ide
t

t h i s  coun t r - v  . . .  t '  I n  a  ra re  i n te rv iev  y i t h  t he  p ress ,  hoveve r ,

H i l l  den ied  tha t  t he  sp l i t  vas  d i rec t l y  re la ted  to  t he  d i spu te  be tseen

Hoscow and BeiJ ing.  Af ter  the io terv iesr  t t re Journal is ts  le f t  the

airport and EiII f lev to China.S f*"" days later Lance Sharkey

and Dick Dixon, the leaders of ttre oversbelmingly pro-Soviet CPA,

departed for  Xoscov.

On 15 Harch 1954 the Con'mr.nist Party of Australia CHarxist-

l,eninist) vas forned sith Ted Eil l as its chni1as1. lnit ially coafined

to Xelbouroe, its ranks embraced a tLird of the CPA's Victoria

State Co'-r' i ttee, rlrnosi the sme proportion of the party's Victorian

membersb-ip aDd about half of the State's cornrnist trade tniou officials,

a total of 300 of tbe CPA's nationrl sbership of 50OO-6000. 'Tbe

upholders of truth', co ented lrrstreltem Oomtnist, tbe nev partyrs

The a:rin ideas of the pro-CFC atruri5ts uere expornded l-n
several pqhJ-ets, including EiLl's fbe Austr:l i3a Socia'l ist
Hovpuent at the Crossroads ad Ib

tr ne
CPA's st : Vies
of tbe Cnrnist te

3, pp. VSZ; 2l  Jrne l%3,
pp. 6-22; 20 Decenb"rTg63, pp. $-18.

Age editorial, 2l Jrne 1963, p- 2. See also Sydnev Horn:ing Eerald
ed i to r ia l ,  21  J rne  1963,  p .  2 .

Age, 1 July 1963, p. 3.



theoret lca l  Journal ,  
'are cononly snal l  in  nrmbers ' .9

Ironically, B:my of the sixty-seven CPA members train€d in

Chlna between 1951-6f featured prorinently in Ehe aDti-8i11 struggle.

Only nlne of the;'Joined the CPA-HL.. Tbe rpmrildsa i-ncluded th)se

sho had clashed yith 8111 in the 195Os, vhen he rldiculed the rcre

liberal Chlnese approach to irr-er-party Life and prmished its advocates.

Now firmly preCbJ-nese, Eill and his sr-pporters formd tbelselves

cut adrlft fron a E\reneot rhich sa.s itself excluded fron the -instrea

of Austral-lan polLtical llfe. Ihus umoored, they derlved inestimable

moral support froutheir bonds yith tbe sorld's most populor:s nation.

Their status rrithio the left - their vhole credibil i ty - largely

depended on t.his Liuk. Frank Johnson, soon to be elected t.he partyrs

secretary, told lts formding congress that the CPA-ML!s international

connecEi.ons would erercise a 'profornd influence on the partyf s

rPerspeccives for 1965',  Austral ian Connr.rr lst  (hereafter abbrev-
lated to AC), no. l0 (February 1955),  p.  l .  Ttre f igure of 300
is the wri ter 's est imate. Not al l  those syupathet lc to H. i1l  's

posltion nere invited to the partyrs foundlng congress.
( f .  F. Hl lL,  rCont inulng E. F. 8111's Report  to the Elstor ic
Conference of Austral lan Harxlst-Lenlnistst ,  AC, no. 6 [Jr-ne
1964J, p. 6; taped iotenries rrith founding party vice-chairman
Clarr ie O'Shea, Melbourne, 3l  March 1983; personal Lntervier
r^'ith a founding CPA-ML CC member [notes taken durlng intervieu],
Me lbourne,  l0  ta rch  1983. )  O 'Shea reco l lec ts  400 peop le  be ing
present at that neeting. Ttre above-menEloned for-rrdlng CC nenber
puts the f lgure at ' three or four hundredt.  According to l l i l l 's
most prominent opponent rrithln the Victorlan Branch of the CPA
a t  t h e  t l m e ,  E i l l ' t o o k  a b o u t  2 0 0  w ' i t h  h i n . . . r  ( B e r n i e  T a f t ,
'Mao ism Ln Aust ra lLa ' ,  ALR,  no .  35  [May 1 .972] ,  p .  8 . )

f "Nen Look"  C.P.A. , t  Cur ren t  A f fa l rs  Bu l le t in ,  25  September  1967,
quoted  in  van der  Kroef ,  p .  89 ;  Ta f t ,  p .  9 ;  Rex  Xor t i raer ,  'The

B e n e f l t s  o f  a  L i b e r a l  E d u c a t l o n ' ,  M e a n j i n  Q u a r t e r l y ,  v o l .  3 5 ,
n o .  2  ( J r : n e  1 9 7 6 ) ,  p p .  1 2 3 ,  1 2 5 ;  M c - D o n a l d ,  p p .  l 5 f - 2 ,  1 5 4 ;
McEwan, p. 47; Angus Mclntyre, 'The Training of Austral ian
CommunLst  Cadres  ln  Ch lna ,  1951-1951 ' ,  S tud les  in  Comparac ive
Cosmunl .sm,  vo l .  1 I ,  no .  4  (Wln ter  1978)  ,  pp .  410-23.
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growth  end pres t ig " '  .  
I  I

The par ty 's  theore t ica l  re l iance on  the  CPC was equa l ly  p ro found.

A fo r . rndatJon nember  descr ibes  the  ch inese po len ics  as  ,marver lous , ,

eddlng: fve drant tbel lu LLke dylng Len oa desert lelands bece'se

they  c rys ta l l i sed  vhat  vas  v rong . . . '  For  found ing  par ty  v ice-

cha i rman C lar r ie  O 'S l rea ,  Hao Zedong ropeneJ our  eyes  . . .  '  12

Imed ia te ly  a f ie r  the  par ty rs  fo rmaEion,  EL11 end Cent ra l

conrnig3ss (cc) nenber Rick oke visited china, yhere rthe two sides

exchanged vierrs on q*.stions of corlno' coDcern r,'d vere corupretery

a t  one y i th  each o t t " t , .  13

rt vas oaly uaturar that this concurrence sbould e'cotrp€rss

the nev Party's foreign policy. Fron its ilception the CpA-XL Delrs-

paper, vanguard, took its coverage of interaationrr affalrs directry

frorn cbl-na's officiaL xinhua DerrsageDcy, ad tberefore iuvariabLy

nlrrored the CFCrs fore.ign policy line.

rhroughout rb lg60s china prrsed aa uf.tra-ail-itat fore.lgn

poricy nb:lch escbered diproaatlc nr ceties d spnrned the poe€r

politics anshr-ined d digDified by th llnited r.rtislDs. It cbaploued

arred revolution, especirlly ageltr.t U.S. fryerfeffsr, rrtich Gbina

stiglacised as tbe rcst feroclous enerjr of the rcrldrs peopl"s.l4

The cPA-t{L rmdevLari-gly ecboed chlnars foreign Fttey ad identified

Qrcted ln rBaL. ad tLle Cfrcular (f-ssued by tbe trnl rnd Etle
Oorittee, CIA), e5rclostylcd, r. 5, Frrch or April 1964J,
Ln vrLte.r's lnssession, p. !.

Taped Lncenis rith xarjorie lroadbeat aod clarrie o'sbea,
llelbourue, 31 Xrrch 1983.

PB, 17 Aprll 196{, pp. 3-4.

1g: !!: 15 l-ch t$3, p. f6; E Decr*cr t$7, p. 2l;
a) Aprll l$9, p. tl

l l
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u . s .  i m p e r i a l i s n  a s  ' t h e  c e n t r a l  e n e m y  o f  t h e  A u s t r a r i a n  p " o p l " ' . 1 5

I t  s a r . '  c h i n a ' - "  d i p l o n a t i c  i s o l . a t i o n  a s  e v i c e n c e  o f  t h a c  c o u n t r r . ' s

f  i d e l i t y  t o  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r l '  . " r r " " ,  
1 6

on every sLngle Lnternatlonal lssue the cpA+{L reproduced

the  Ch inese 1 ine .  L ' t ren  S l -no-Cubaa re la t ions  de ter io ra ted  ln  1955,

E i l l  re t rac ted  h is  fo rmer  p ra i .se  o f  cas t ro .  As  ch inese warn ings

of  the  rev iva l  o f  Japanese mi l i ta r i su  bec 'me more  ins is teDt ,  Vanguard

re" : inded i t s  readers  tha t  Aus t ra l ia  was 'd i rec t l y  in  [Japan 's ]  expan-

sionist  pathr dur ing lJor ld iJar rr ,  adding that tan exact ly sinirar

p r o c e s s  i s  g o i n g  o o  o o r ' .  
1 7

Even the CPA-ULrs structure l ras Chinese ln inspirat ion. Already

predisposed to 
" . . r ."y l8 

Eir l  uodelted his organisat ioa arong r ines

developed by cPC vice-chairnan Liu shaoqi, whose vritings on r-mder-

groi.od vork in eDertrJi-occupied areas rlere studied by CPA,-+{L cadres i-n China.

E. F. Ei I I ,  '8.  F. Ei l l 's  Report  to Histor ic Confercnce of t {ar:r ist-
Len ia is ts :  Par t  l ' ,  AC,  no .  5  [n id - f964J ,  p .  4 .

'Ghi"a's ' r lsolat ion' :  I l lusion and Real i tyr,  AC, rc.  25 ( l {ay
1 ! b 7 ) ,  p p ,  l - 7 .

Y: vol .  3,  rc.  7 (Xarch 1966),  p.  l ;  2 l  January 1971, p. 8.

Xort i rer,  p.  l l5;  hed IJel Is,  r ldeolo5l of  Porer ' ,  Quadrat,
vol. E, no. 4 (October-November 1964), p. 66; Xc.&r-n, ii.26,
48-9; John Sendy, lg11le4qCoae Rally: Recollecrl,ons of a
Arstralian Comr-ni
FiLson (GPA rerber 1942-65), Xelbor.rae, 27 tlarch f983.

Personal intervierrs r.ltb e foundl-ng CPA+IL CC rder (notes tale.n
dcLng iuterrric), lh.lbosae, 24 ltarch 8rd 2 Jrne 1983. I.l.u
controlled tbe CPCrs international liaison departrnt. & vas
prged in 1958. Foll-oving bis postbr@us rehabilttation tn 1980,
his organ{sational precepts yere resurrected eDd tbe GPA-IL
restrrEtured accordingly. CI: 20 Xarcb 1980, pp. 6-7; f0 April
198O, p. l ;  17 Apri l  1980, p. 6.  also: 'ADri-Soyiet Srruggle
&ves lato f,ev Stage', AC, Do. 98 lfebruary{arcb f9S0], pp.
2!2-3; taped l.nterslers rltb foruer CPA+{L rdcrc A I !,
x;lr'o.'rrns, 29 Jaouer5r 1982 end l3_-?ebnrary 1983 reepccdvefy.)

r9
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. * i rH," : . , ;^ i { . ' '  . " . . j '

3s early a.s t96l vrites Sendy, vbo tool qver tbe Vlctorian

CPA after 8111's expulslon, Ell l had 'advmced ideas, lnfluenced

by th Ghi-nese exPerLence, vhlch youl-d have invol,ved turniug our

Partt into a rndergrornd, clandestlr, revoltclo -ry detactnent,

rcrkiag in an tllegal fashioa . . . ' 
2O 

The.se proposal s nere spqraed

by tb CPA CC. Three years latet, as r.rudlsputed leader of his ovn

paty, Frl l sesld proceed vith his organls6glooal ideas. Ee varoed

\iq g4pprters at tbe CPA-HL's forndatLon congress:

orr soclety ls bourgeots dl,ctatorshlp vLlch c'n very rapidly

pess to fasclst dlctatorshLp ... oqr Parfy oqst be so orgtnised

to pet tbls ... our renbers €rre . . . readily tabulated and

overnlgbt could be collected. Tbere is loose talk' loose

uste of the telephones, the ual1. This is entirely r6ong :rnd

nrst  be ended.2 l

I lescr ib ing the consequences of  8111's organlsatLonal  s t r ic tures '

yLich ce to be knorm as the tl ie los' theory of organisation'

oue ltaoist comented that tParty meabers veDt so far r-rrderground

th:t even the nombats couldn't f lnd tbeut.22

HiLL's  abi l i ty  to  shape h ls  par tyrs s t ructure in  th ls  fashion

provides a sagulnary l l lustratlou of the svay he held wl.thiD the

CPA-lrlL. Accordlng to former party menbers, opponents of the chairnan's

l ie  los pol* tcy nere ' t rouncedt  ln  a Party  where Ei l l  was tk lngt .

If organ-Lsational forms outslde l{elbourne Here. comparatl.vely less

str lngeut ,  l t  was only the in tervening d is tance that  saved interstat .e

Sendy, p. L27.

E .  F .  H l l l ,  ' C o n c l u d i n g  E .  F .  1 1 1 1 1 ' s  R e p o r t  t o  t h e  H i s t o r i c
C o n g r e s s  o f  M a r x i s t - L € n i n l s t s r ,  A C ,  n o .  7  ( S e p c e m b e r  1 9 6 4 ) '
p .  i .  See a lso  p .  4 .  C f .  Ber t i f  Hdggnann,  'Sweden 's  Mao ls t
"subvers lvesr r  -  I  Case Studyr ,  Conf l l c t  S tud les '  no .  58  (May

1 9 7 5 ) ,  p .  5 .

'Zugzwang',  'Famous Austral lan ' laoists" and Thelr  Pecul iar
Ideas on Organlzat lont,  ln Bul let ln of the Comlttee ln Defence
nF  l l q ro {an - l on {n l on  l f qa  Tca t r r no  Thn r roh i  ( he rea f t e r  abb rev ia ted

20
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patty Dd€rs fror 'Ei l l 's  stranglebold' .23

ELll's coutrol of the cpA-t{L vas total, ortstrl.pplng even

tbe incsse poeer be h-:l ylelded ln th CpA.24 Uuyielding and inde-

fatigable, be vas the tbeoretlcia atrr spolesr:n ef the pro-chinese

factiou duiug tbe sp]ji.t, tbe obJect of intense loyalty and tnequivocal

obedlence- wben tbe oeg party vas foned he ruled 1t almost

by decree, vetting its publlcationc aod dlctagrng tbe frequency

and coryosltion of its Central Comlttee ."ettngs.25

Betreen 1963 md 1977 Etll spenr about three seeks in chiua

each year. Tbe CPA-XL's Chinese co nection yas frrther reinforced

by a steady flov of otber party pilgr;-<. CLlna's provLsion of

propagaada to Lts Australlm supporters, lts bulk purchase of their

publlcatlons and the appolntueDt. of the VasguaFq edltor as Australian

representatlve of tbe tinhr:a nerrsagency, oo ,full 
Journalistsr ,.g*r,,26

furtlrer deepened the party's rellance on cblnese pacronage.

vang'ard eulogised china as r the synbol of  hope . . .  for al l

the people all over the sorldt and 'the sorld base of the international

vorking class' .  Ei l l  vrots [prsennahs gs 'che great socLal ist  bast iont

and t the leadlng con'r 'n lst  partyt .27 But ,n aura of deja vu surrounded

Formdlng OPA-ML cc nenber,  l0 March l9g1 edl. tor lal  introduct ion
to  'Cha l ruan E.  F .  H i l l :  "Sof t  on  the  U.S. "  -  For  How Long?r ,
Adelaide Ant i- Inperlal lst  Study-Act lon Group (hereafter abbreviared
to  AAISAG)  Theore t lca l  Bu l le t ln ,  Do.  I  (Hay  lgg l ) ,  p .  L7 .

On El l l ts porrer in the CPA see, for example: van der Kroef,
Pp. 97-8; Sedy, pp. f28-9; t{cDoaald, pp. 14}50, 152-3; Hd}uan,
p p .  6 0 ,  8 8 ;  M o r t l o e r ,  p .  1 2 3 ;  T a f t ,  p .  9 .

Ta fc '  p .  8 ;  sendy ,  p .  6 l ;  persona l  in te rv iews v i th :  a  found lng
CPA-ML cc nenber (notes taken during intervierr) ,  Melbourne, roc.
c i t .  and 7  Apr i l  1983;  Broadbent ;  o 'Shea.  A lso :  van  der  Kroef ,
p .  l l5n . ;  Ausr ra l lan ,  26  February  1969,  p .  9 .

O'shea tntervlev. Further sourcelr for cpc ald to the cpA-ML are
provlded ln fn.  57 belov.

! :  vo l .  8 ,  no .  32  [n ls labe l led :  acrua l l y  no .  34 ]  (sep tenber  1966) ,
n  l .  t o  ^ . . a . - l  l o 4 , O  ^  f  .  t n  r r - _ - L  l 6 z ^  _  t -  r ,  ^ -

23
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25

26

27



tb panegrrics. In 1959 Etll bad vritten:

For r rcrds are not adequate to describe fully ch grand
pictrre of the ney yey of life tD tbe Sovlet llal-on . .. tb€
splrit and enthusiasr of Soviet uorkers is sooeth{ng Chat
hnc is be operienced.2S

Sl.xteen years later the pacrns sere identlcal, only tbe addressee

had ch-nged: 'In everSr sI-ogle directlon the Chinese people are

accorrpllshl-ng ranrels. fte hgflsh langgag;e bas Dot erough s1per-

latives to deal vlth the -tter adequately'.29

A-ltbugb Dot a,s favning ln toue, Cbinese recJ.procal praise

and publtc-iry vas l$rlsh. lte CFC CC's org.", Peoplers Da1ly, republlshed

tbe Declarati.on of Austrrlran Hanl.st-Lenluists alrd tncluded Ei11

and hJ-s conrades aurong the heroic guardians of Xar:Cst-Lenln{si

prrity ybo had refirsed to be cosed by the revisionl.st Cormrnlty

Party of tbe Sorrlet llnlon (CPSU). Pelclng Revia regularly featured

CPA-ML stateneats.S ldoreover, the CPC vas irpressed that the AustralLan

Maoists energed from the spllt retainlng a signiflcant trade rniou

presence. According to Flo Russell, a former CPA CC menber vho

directed the Victorian partyts trade rmlon rcrk for fourteen years

until she sas expelled aloug sith 8111: 'Chlnese comrades sald

that th1's nas the only place ln the vorld rhere such a victory for

Marxism-Lenlnism took place in that per iod' .31

If  the CPC vas impressed with 1ts e*t .r t t"r ,  supporters, the

latter were infatuated rlth thetr powerful patrons, and noulded

28 E.  F .  H i l l ,  Bu l lders  o f  Commwr lsn ,  quored ln  Ta f t ,  p .  8 .

29  V ,  13  Februa ry  1975 ,  p .  3 .

30 PB: 6 Decenber 1963, pp. 20-25; 7 February 1954, p. t8; 3 Apri l
T fe4,  pp.  2T4;9 Ju l t  1965,  p.  14;  l t  FeLruary t i66,  p .  15.

3l [Flo Russell l ,  'Looklng at 'r lpoklng Bac]rard: Iooklng Forrrard"' ,
fu, vol. }:-no. 4 (August 198[), p. 10. See also Davldson,
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thelr sbole politlcal physiogoory aror.nd chinese domestic develop

Eents- The far-reachlng signlficance of this inltatlve approach

vas drsDatically ll lustrated by che outbreak of Chj-na's cultural

revolut loa in 1966.

fbe obJectlve of the Great proretarian curturar Revorutlou

(GPCR) was the soclal-lst pr,rifLcation of rhe cpc and, through it,

of chinese society. t{ao Zedong, en-cfi3lasd by the cpc as the greatest

Harrist-reninist of the era, iss'ed the battlecry: ' it ls rlght

to rebel against reactlonarlesr. rn respou;e che yotng Red G,ards

mobl'lised, larmchlng a ferocious attack against the 'capitalist_

roaders' shich ,,as to decirnate the cpcrs leadershlp. By r!)6g the

ensuing "elstrom had .rnseatd party vice-chairman Liu shaoql, who

was identifled as the nr-mber one capr.talist-roader and denornced

asr a renegade, trar-tor and scab. with the enphasls oa aror.rsing

the revolutionary ardour of the 6a.sss5 .and rbonbardlng 
the headq'artersr,

the CPC senng f urther l.f t. 32

IJi'thln the cpA a pronounced ercreue- or ultra-left Eendency

had often been donlnent,  parr icular ly in vlctor la.  Durlng tbe slno-

sovlet spllt the forenost vr.ctorian leftists (among whom Elrl sas

pre-emlnent) haa slded with the cpc.33 They now endorsed, absorbed

and propagated the rebel l lous enphases of the-cultural  revolut lon.

32
! t "  I3 froe 12 Augusc 1966. For rhe denr.rnciat lon of Llu seeSupplement to pRr I November 196g.

D a v l d s o n ,  l o c .  c l r . ,  p p .  5 2 ,  6 3 - 4 ,  9 9 - 1 0 0 ,  1 3 3 _ 7 ;  U p w a r d ,  p p .
]05 .J1  Pass in ;  McDona ld ,  pp .  53-8 ;  82-3 ;  Ra lph  Glbson,  My years

,  Pp.  t8-19,  24,  iqg-sb,  2a; ; - i ;p ;?-=-
L o c K t { o o d ,  l o c .  c l r . ;  W e l l s ,  p p .  6 6 _ 7 ;  [ 8 .  F .  H l l l ] ,  , _ i t r t " apol l t lcal  reninlscences, t  t  i lefUouh€, post _Lgl | f  ,  

-d; : ; ; ;

pho tocopy ,  ln  wr l te r ' s  possess lon ,  p .  3 ;  Jack  B lake ,  ,1949 to1956:  S ta l ln lsu  or  Independence? '  ,  en , 'no .  
- iO- iJune 

lgg l ) ,pp .  8 -16  pass ln .

33
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Ibe uessage vbtch perueated CPA-HL publlcations Yasi si-uple' dlrect

enrl  urgeut:  dare to tLink, dare to rebel,  dare to struggle, dare

34
co YLn.

8111 described l{ao as 'tbe r.ndlsputed leader of the people

of the rcrld! and ta genius of t{arxlsn-Leninisr" vhLle rerrlling

'Liu Sb^o-chi and his niserable brmch of traitor='.35 In November

l!)66 Vmguard began to publish quotatlons frn Ho Zedong io every

edition. Readers rere urged to study, ingest md propagate Hao

Zedoug Tbought and carr5r the LLttle red book of H^a's qrntations

vberever tbey uent.S

tJhile the cultural revolution rmfolded in China' a perlod

of nass reJection of traditional values developed in the west. Both

moveoents yere sp€arheaded by youth. Mao's mssage, 'iE ls right

to rebel', encapsulated perfectly the nood vhich gripped ulll ions

throughout the sorld, including Australla. Hao appeared as a rounntic

anti-establlstneat figure of titanlc stature, leading hurdreds of

nill ions of people iu a audacious and pioneering co-oPerative experi-

nent erplicitly ained aE produclug a soclalist human belng.

The spectacle of a govenunent enthuslastl,cally fostering criticism,

questioning and rebellion had an undersEandable and imediate effect

on sect ious of t restera youth, and stood in contrast to the perceived

34 For exanple: ' fhe Thought of Mao Tse-turg is a Liberat ing Force' ,

lQr  rn .25  (Usy  1967) '  p .  15 ;  'To  Rebe l  l s  J r rs t i f ledr ,  Vr  5
Septenber 1968' P. l .

On Mao see V,  20  Ju ly  1967,  p .  3 .  On L lu  see PR- ,  29  November
1968, p. 29-and cf .  the CPA-ML panphlet Sone lEologlcal

Q u e s t l o n s ,  t 1 9 6 7  I ,  p .  L 7 .

V, 6 l larch 1969' p.  4.  VanFuard reprl .nced Eater lal  by Mao and
Chlnege oaterlal ln whlch he was ublqultous. Artlcles about
Australlao polltlca constantly referred to hl.o. As well, ln
1967-8, Vannrard publlshed forty-chree arttcles concerned solely

35

36



L2

stodginess of tbe alternative offered by tbe Sorriet bloc anl its

:rl{gd cmrmlst parties. Accordi-ng to Ba.rrt York, vbo Joined tbe

CPA-I{L as a rmiversity student in 1969 
"ad 

1ruined a me-ber for

rrelve years' there energed a tcul-tural identificatlsn vith l{aoisr

? 7
aa a sryle '  . ' '

the Yletua uar, described by Vafuard as th€ 'central issrn

in Australiat as early as lgti638, provoked videspread revulsioo,

sparldag a qr*st for alternatives In t.ns of thousands of yorrmg

lqsf,pl{:nc. It u:ls a tire vben Petlng RevLc approvlngly cited

Bob Dyla's anti-war lyrics md slmsered tnequivocal praJ.ses on

tbe student-instigated revolt vhlch sbok Paris tn 1968.39

The cultural revolutiou infused tbe CPA-I{L sith an iconoclastic

pn€FgJr shich dovetailed iuto th1s youtb-student radicalLsation.

In the clnult of protest, hope and soul-searchirg, mrny an angry

yolmg rn-?n Yali dram to the party by its verJ/ extrpmlsm, its underrlatiog,

rmco4l icatd, r .ndl luted denunciat ion of capital isn and al l  i ts

sacred corrs. The party's D.es mood is captured in thls stateoent:

"Rebel l ion",  "revolut ionrf ,  is a vhole ray of looking at thlngs,

every day happenings ... The Australian revolutlonary road can only

be traversed Lf "rebel l iou" permeats our every chought and deed'.40

Taped intervierr  with Barry York, Helbourne, 3 February 1983.
See also: Jules Archer,  Mao Tse-tr-ng, pp. 177-8; Au:. tral ian,
l4 June 1968, p. g; syanem;;F.rai.f , I FebruZElEio-l
p . 2 ;  T a f t ,  p .  9 ;  S e n d y ,  p .  1 8 2 ;  C , e o f f r e y  F a l r b a l r n ,  ' T h e

Ieft Intellectrrels and Pekiugr, Quadrotr !ro1. 11, no. 5
( S e p t e n b e r - O c t o b e r  1 9 5 7 ) ,  p p .  5 9 ,  6 4 .

V ,  v o l .  3 ,  n o .  4  ( F e b r u a r y  I 9 5 6 ) ,  p .  1 .

P R :  I  A p r l l  1 9 6 6 ,  p p .  3 0 - 3 1 ;  ? 4  M a y  1 9 6 8 ,  p p .  1 8 - t 9 .

'Ch lna 's  Pro le ta r lan  Cu l tu ra l  Revo lu t lon  He lps  Usf ,  ACr  oo .  24
(Harch  1967) ,  p .  10 .
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Thls mod converged yith tbat of tbe mst oilltant crpus

rebels, rho rere centred at Xelbors:oe's Xonash and La trobe Oaiversities.

For rrl.ny yorng activists tbeir sr+port for the GFCR arvl ldao predated

iuterest ln the @A-1fl,.41 It sas to thl's puty, bovever, tbat tbey

uatrral-ly gravltated if tbey yere to forlalise tbelr co ir--ent

to l{aoisa. lhe CPA-ML was, after all, the Maoist party in Australia.

Others, such as York, sere dran to the psrry by its d.lLtant

posture:

The outrage against the var 1a VLetnm led to Eany yotmg people
vmtlng to ldentify yith tb rcst uil:Lrant fora of oppositiou
to it ... The outlet for ty rcra1 outrage for:nd expression,
frankly, ln the people stn vere prepared to throy rocls rather
than Just vave.placards. At that particular tine tb€y happeoed
to  be  Hao is ts .42

Tbe CPA-HL vas the only party to categorically endorse sttrdent

attacks on the U.S. Consulate in l{elbourae ln 1968.43 Vanguard not

only endorsed the students' actions but egged then on, shovering

praises on Albert  Langer,  Austral iafs most celebrated student l {aolst :

'For our part tle sholeheartedly srpport che rebelllous students.

As it did for: former CPA-HL menber C, (taped intenriew,
Helbourne, 18 April f983); foruer CFA-ML menber D, (taped
interrrlen, 23 August 1982); current CPA-}IL member A (taped
interrrLecrs, Melbourne, l0 Deceuber 1982 and 3 Apri l  1983).
See also Funphrey McQueen, 'Some Conrments oq "Australlafs
l lao is ts ' r t ,  Journa l  o f  Comnweal th  Po l l t i ca l  SCud les ,  vo1 .  9 ,
no. f fttarc

Taped LntenrLew wlth Barry Yorh, Melbourne, 13 January 1982.
Rob Bennetts ( taped lntenrien, Melbourne, 15 Aprt l  1983)
e4ressed very slnllar vlcs regardlng ybrt attracted h{o 36
Maoisn. See also: David Grr-uont,  'The Rise and Fal l  of  the
WSA:  Mao is t  Dead-End in  V l .c to r ia ' ,  Aus t ra las ian  Spar tac is t ,
A p r 1 l  1 9 7 4 ,  p .  8 ;  P .  J .  K n o v l e s ,  ' P e a c e f u l  C o e x l s t e n c e  a n d  M a o i s u ' ,
S o c l a l l s t  R e v l e w  ( C a r l t o n  S o u r h ,  V i c t o r i a ) ,  n o .  3  ( O c t o b e r  l 9 7 l ) ,
P.  12 .

V ,  l l  Ju l y  1968 ,  pp .  l ,  3 .

r3
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43 Cf. HSggrnann, p. 12.
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Tbere ls plenty to rebel about and the nore rebelll-on the better. | 44

Tbe context sas Australi:n, the teEper Chlnese. Were it not

for the cultural revolution the CPA-XL vould, at the very least,

have yithheld support from the student rebeLs. One forner Xaoist

student leader recaLls:

I reoenber Eill saying Eo De that mst of the party leadersh_ip
didn't approve of shat rre yere dolng but he dld, and that
tbe cultural revolutlon was nhat vas leading ther to realise
tbet this tras o.k.45

The cultural revolution provlded the Li.nk betveen shat one cormentator

has described as 'Hr Hill and his aglng associates ... and the would-

be boy bornb-tbrosers ...'46 The confhlr ues in mrny ways quite

fortui tous.

Perhaps novhere else in the western vorld were student Maoists

as prominent and influenrial as in Australla. They forned the !.lorker-

Student AllLance (WSA) and the secret Young Cormunist League (YCL),

both of yh-l.ch provided recrults for the CPA-ML. By 1972 WSA had

a natiouyide netvork of seventeen branches and several thousand

V, 23 May 1968, p. l .  A conprehensive exposit ion of the CpA-MLfs
attitude to student struggles c:rn be formd in the panphlet
The Australian Revolutionarv Student Xovement (Jtne 1970).
On Langer  see,  fo r  example ,  V :  25  Septenber  1969,  p .  4 ;  4  March
1 9 7 0 ,  p .  l ;  1 8  N o v e n b e r  1 9 7 1 ,  p .  l .

Forner  member C.  Hi l l  has made s in i  lar  s tatenents
people,  inc luding Ehe presenE wr l ter  vho has had
in conversat lon wlth other party leaders.

D. H. Rason, 'Comunlst Spl1t Poses Pr.rzele' ,  Canberra Tlnes, I I
May 1972, p. 2. See also llcQueen, loc. clt. ;a-the CpA-!tr
p a n p h l e t  ( 1 9 6 7 ) ,  E .  F .  H 1 1 1 ' s  S p e e c h  r o  L t n i v e r s i t y  S t u d e n t s  o n
Chlna 's  Great  Pro le ta r lan  Cu l tu r i f  Revo lu t ion l  Ou i ing  th is
per iod  Mao is ts  a l l  over  the  wor ld  were  consp lcuous  fo r  the l r
u l t ra - le f t l s rn .  (See,  fo r  example :  ' Incerv ie r r  w l th  a  West
Benga l l  T rocs lcy ls t '  ,  ln  Soc ia4s t  RevLew,  no .  3  lOc tober  l97 l  ] ,
pp .  50-51 ;  t { .A .C.  Ad le ,  @lc  Break through '  ,
W o r l d  R e v l e s ,  v o l .  1 0 ,  n o .  2  [ J u l y  l 9 7 l l ,  p .  3 4 ;  D l g g l n e r  p .  1 7 3 ;
H6ggoann, pp. 3-15 passln.)

45 to a nrmber of
t.hen confirued
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actiye Eabers md sr+porters.47 Prior to ics absorptlon of Haoist

youtb the CPA-I{L had been a party largely in noe only.

A nrnber of the party's ney nenbers v-isited Cbina, vbere first-

band observation of the fervour of tbe GPCR servad to bolster their

orn revolutionary ardor.r. l{ary rcre adopted Cbinese cultrral as

re1l as polltical accoutremeots. York conents:

If you look at fashion, cullnary pr.rsuits, travel interests
and artistic tastes, rnarry of tbe people ubo I associated sith,
say fron l!)69 to '72, vere SLnophiles. They ate Chinese food,
had Clrrnese pictr.res and serl hsng[ngs on their valls and
someti-nes llstened to Chlnese rnslc . . . l{ao J aclets and l{ao
caps rere very popular ...48

Irrespective of Ehe role attributabte to China in inltially

attractiag people to the CPA-I{L, na uenbers entered a socio-political

ri'l iss in nhich the ornn{ presence of China yas regarded as normal .

Tbey studied the hlstory of tbe Chinese revolutiou, acqulred a fluency

in.r{ao's qrntations :nd crme to lcnow more about China than any other

foreign corntry. C,enerally inexperLenced in polltlcal activlsm,

tbey derived education and susteaance from a paper vhich bri'r'oed

yith Chinese infortation and analysis.

Apart fron constant references to China in Vanguard articles

on a var iety of topics, the paper reprinted Chlnese theoret ical

and pol icy stateaenCs; pronoted, praised and endorsed Chinese act ions;

hailed and applauded Chlnese anniversarl.es and victories; reported

Ihis stateoent is based on int,erwiews rriEh former CPA-ML anC
llSA rcnbere, tbe rrlterf s persooal orperlence and a study of
the  IJSA neerspaper  S t rugg le .  See a lso :  A las ta l r  Dav idson,
rAus t ra l ia r ,  Yearbook  on  In te rna t iona l  Communis t  A f fa i rs ,
( 1 9 7 3 ) '  p .  4 I l ;  c r r l m o n E ,  p .  7 .

York lntervlew, 3 February 1983. The same point was nade by
forner CPA-ML nember E (taped lntervles, 28 January 1983),
and a nrober of others attracted to the CPA-ML durlng thls
Pertod.
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and cmpalgned for Sino-Au.strallm dlplcratic, sportlng and cultural

ties and condeaned cormeDts and activit ies hosti le to Chlna. Readers

vere counselled to study Chluese publications and cr:ne in to Radio

BeiJlng, and the People's Republlc of Cbi"' (PRC) vas endlessly

lauded as a ba-etioa of soclallsr-49

MaoLst veter€urs ad nescogrefs alike yere cormunists for vtrm

China was comnunlsro incaroate, enbodying l(arxlsrlenlnisrn per se

and not merely a Chinese version of it- In thelr proselytlsi lg,

Chlna was Lncessantly narshalled as tbe proof that sociallsn sas

both superior to capitaliso and capable of 3ghigvsnenf . Accor.otiag

for its apParent preoccupatioo rritb Chl.:, Vanguard explalned:

Certainly the Comrn1'st Party of Australia (t{.L.) pays a great
deal of attention to the ach{evenents aDd policy of People's
Chlna because they are the achieverents ad pollcy of a genrrine
soclallst cormtry; they deuoD.strate in l i fe and practice vhat
Mar:Csn-Len-inisrilao Tsetrng Thought meat'.. 50

Iqdeed,  a s tatement  ln  the CPA-HL's draf t  const l tu t ion that

the party rtas part of the internatLonal co-nr.rrlst movenef,rt headed

by the CPC was only renoved at Chinese insistence. An internal

par ty  document ,  expla in ing the removal  of  the of fending c lause,

expla ined:  ' f t  is  not  correct  to  yr l te  in to che progrrrnme the leading

pos i t i on  o f  t he  CPC.  The  CPC i t se l f  d i savoss  i t  . . .  ' 51

325 such art ic les were publ lshed ln Vanguard between l97L-7.
Thls f lgure excludes Vanguard's interuat ional news coverage,
whlch conslsted almost ent l rely of repr lnts of Xinhua l temer
and arricles ln which Chlna featured but nas not the naln subJect.

V, 24 February L972, p.4. For a ful ler and typlcal  CPA-ML
comment  on  i t s  re la t ions  w l th  Ehe CPC see Append lx  I I .

Unt l t led  ln te rna l  par ty  docunents ,  [?  Ye lbourne,  la te  L972] ,
in wri ter 's possesslon. The overwhelning evidence ls that the
document cl ted uas r l rLt ten by Ted H111. Thls eplsode ls also
mentloned i.a [Albert LangerJ, f Bllnd Falth ln the Comunlst
P a r t l e s ' ,  D t s c u s s l o n  B u l l e t l n ,  n o .  5  ( 3 0  J u l y  1 9 7 9 ) ,  p .  7  a n d
ln a sel f-cr l t ic lsn wri t ten by Ted l l l l l  ln 1978 and read by
the present wrl ter.
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CPA-I{L n€abers and publfcatLms evea adopted CH.nese rcdes

of expression quite aLleu to th lustral l6a veruacular and, indeed,

the whole Englistsspeaking rprId. f,arigs sere donor.r,ced as 'paper

t igers t  and ' r rmn lng  dogs  o f  U.S.  i .4er ie r {s r r ,  vh i le  t rocshy ls ts

were described as 'demons aad rcnstersr. Ted El.Il vrote tbat ttbe

ruling clrcles ... tremble at tb -re rustle of leave= ln th vi-nd

\ ' ,
...t 'o Perforuances by tbe Shangb.af Philharrcnlc Orchestra and

the Guangzbou Acrobatlc Troupe Ere patronlsed by garty nerbers

who othersise had little L.nterest l-n orcbstral nsic or g5/rrastlc

vir tuosLty.

CPA-HL menbers were lnvolved ln pra-Chinese activities as

a Eatter of course. They controlled the Austral-iaChina Society

(ACS), rhi.ch they san aq Atr extensisn of and front for parry vorh

and an arenr for potential recruia=.53 ACS frmctions vere regularly

addressed by Ted 8i11.

The varylng degrees of enchusia.sn for China-frieadship activltles

were reflected in an infornal divtsion of labour. The older party

nenbers tended to be lnvolved iu thre ACS vhlle the youth attended

to the exhJ.laratlng pyroteelurics - the neetings, propag;rnda vork

and street demonstrations whlch had dratrn so tnany to HaoLsn. Some

young Maolsts '  lnterest ln Chlna rrrc noc as lsdissr imlnace as Vanguard's.

To those inpat lent for revolut lon, ACS act iv l t ies, vhLle pol i t leal ly

Lrreproachable, seaued fair ly un{nspir lng and unproduct lve. The

V :  2 9  N o v e u r b e r  1 9 7 3 ,  p .  3 ;  2 9  A p r l l  1 9 7 1 ,  p .  4 ;  6  A p r i I  1 9 7 2 ,
F .  4 ;  1 9  O c t o b e r  L 9 7 2 ,  p .  4 .

Intervlewees nere unanlmous oa this score. They were respondlng
to a questlon whlch speclflcally asked how they saw the ACS
at the tlne when they were loyal party neDbers.
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Par ty 's  p reoccupat ion  Lr i th  the  PRC even became rn l ld lv  and occas lona l l v

annoy ing .

These fee l ings ,  however ,  haC l i t t le  p rac t ica l  s ign i f i cance,

and rarely trent beyood a vegue aense of the ACS belng a 'soft optlon

forn  o f  revo lu t ionary  po l l t i cs ' ,  ak in  to  a  Mao is t  ' re t l rement  v i l la ' .54

The wSA newspaper ,  sc rugg le ,  uncers ingry  p romoted and de fended ch ina ,

and the CPA-ML ncre than once rel ied on l{SA rnenbers to swel l  the

atrmbers at Acs neet i-ngs nhere the party 's control  was threatened.55

Haoist youth activists stil l sars the pRC as a shlning example

of revolutionary conmrmisn in practice, and there rrere extremely

few ( i f  any) frmdameatal  obJect ions to the partyrs relat ions r . ' - i th

tbe cPc. Although some of the pre-e"ninent china rhapsodists were

perceived as respectable and conservative fsma1l mr HaoLsts, ttris

vas the mildest of r-ndercurrents md had little effect on the young

ectivists' rnequivocal co'rmitDent to tbeir party and its Haoist

philosopby of struggle.

Trips to China by party uenbers of all ages, often free or

beavily-subsidised, rere co"'monplace. Orgnnisg6 through the ACS

tbey vere designed to lnspire and sssfa{n party nenbers. On hls

retrro fron GhLna one nenber Det ylth Ted Ail-l, vho greeted hin

by asking: 'are you fortifled?' Seturning fron one of his orm

regular vi-sits, EiLl urote: rf often Bpeal of being uplifted by

eqre.rieoces in china. r real,ly th{nt 'rrylifted" ls the correct rordt.56

Forner nenber E and York, loc. cit. Sinilar conhents vere made
by foroer CPA+{L uenbers: B; C; F (taged lnterviev, 28 January
I  9 8 3 ) .

Intervlcs vltb curent oeober A (loc. cit.) and foner neober C.

YorL interrla, 13 Januery 1982; V, f3 Febnrary 1975, p. 3.
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Party menbers received rbeir theoretical educatlon fron Chinese

edit , lons of the Xarr ist- I-ninist  s1:e5{ss. Party bookshops were

packed sith Chinese publicationc ad consrmer goods rnd eva derived

Ebelr &arirc, Eas: I{irC Scokshops, from a CPC slogan. lae-se s}v:ps

also fimctloned as condults for the Chlnese fin:nciel ald vhich

rnderrrote the CPA-HL's propaganda nach{o..57

Hlllts Chluese visits and contacts contributed substantially

to his prestige boch lnslde and outside the CPA-ML. Els standing

in China was 'veF|, very hlgh ... Ilherever you nent io Chlna people

knew about Eill ... '58 Eaving the authority of the Comr-nist Party

of ChLna behlnd hlm made Ei1l a big fish, especlally ln a pond as

snal1 as the CPA-ML. AD ostersible coufidant of the great Mao Zedong,

H111 had addressed a crosd of one and a half nill ion Ln Chlna and

been described by the Australian press (vhose frequeat reguests

for iDtervLevs he disdaiuful ly reJected) as Mao's 'unoff lc ial ,  of f lc ial

s o
enissary in Austral ia . . . ' "  In Parl iament the Prine l { ln ister c lalued

that 8111's prlor approval was required before visas to China sould

. 6 0be issrred. 
- 

According to a foundlng CPA-ML CC nember, this 6l:im

57 Taped tnterviews wlth current CPA-ML me"'ber B (Melbourne,
22 August L982) and foruer nrember D. The writerrs otm e:(Per-
ience Ls that in che nld-1970s, 1000 of the 4800 Vanguards
pr ln ted  were  so ld  to  Ch lna .  See a lso :  van  der  Kroef ,  pp .  97 ,
1 l 4 n . i  A F ? ,  1 5  F e b r u a r y  L 9 7 1 ,  p .  8 .

58

59

60

Foundlng CPA-ML CC r,rembcr, 2 June 1983.
Kroef,  pp. 108-9; rZugzvang',  p.  9.  The
co?rrfnunlst party leaders rc a consequence
contac ts  i s  a lso  dea l t  t r l th  ln  Upward ,  p .

P R ,  7  O c t o b e r  1 9 5 6 ,  p .  2 3 ;  A u s t r a l l a n ,  l 3

A g e ,  2 l  A p r 1 l  1 9 7 1 ,  p .  5 .  S e e  a l s o  K .  S .
A . B . C . ,  p p .  2 8 2 - 3 .

See a lso :  van  der
status accndng to
of thelr  lnternat lonal

1 7  8 .

M a y  1 9 7 1 ,  p .  2 .

Ing l l s ,  Th ls  l s  che
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certalnly held true for recalc{traocs rlthJ.n tbe party'" ."ok=.61

El11ts vlcarlous prestigB brrtressed hf s hegenouy over Australl.an

Maoism. Ee was rln the knov', priW to luforuation Che possession

of which tended to both establi-sb and relnforce his lrportance.

Ee referred repeatedly to hJ.s nrnerous dlscr:ssions rrlth ltao and

otber Chinese leaders, usinS tb€r 'to great effect to consolldat.e

h.l.s authority withln the CPA-I{L and to attract nenbers to it ... '62

Elllts Chlnese connections vere but sag rnen{festatiou of the

close assocLatlon betsee,t the tgo partles. Before Slno-Australian

diplonat ic relat ions were establ lsbd Ln L972, the off ice of Vanguard

edltor Dr-rrcan Clarke doubled as 'a r-m.official Cbinese hbassy and

Consulate in Austral la . . . '63 After I972 Vanguard personnel regular ly

undertook research tasks for the Xinhua correspondent ln t.he Chlnese

F.mhassy and othenrlse facllitated his work, rhile Clarke had frequent

dlscussions \rith hiu in Canberra d Me1bo,r-".54 The Vanguard office

also produced the weekly Nerr China News, described by one persou

€rs ' the Vanguard edi tor 's  neal  t lcket ' .65 Fur ther ,  the of f ice col la ted

Fornding CPA-ML CC nernber, l0 March 1983. Hill denled that
he was in a poslt ion to exert  such lnf luence. g, 29 Aprl l
1 9 7 1 ,  p .  3 .  S e e  a l s o  V ,  3  M a y  L 9 7 9 ,  p .  4 . )

Fotmer nember B. See also E1.ll 's foll-orlng wrltlngs and speeches:
V,  vo l .  l ,  no .  1  (Septenber  1963) ,  p .  3  and 19  June 1969,  p .  3 ;
9 lass  St rugg le  Wl th ln  the  Comunis t  Par t les  . . . ,  pp .  2O-2L;
'Speech by E. F. H1l l  to Melbourne Memorl .al  Meetlng f for Mao
Zedong l r ,  AC,  no .  80  (Septernber  1976) ,  p .  27 ;  'The In rerna t lona l
Signlflcance of the Chloese Revolutlon', 11Q, no. 87 (February
1 9 7 8 ) ,  p .  2 8 .

63

64

AIR,  15  February  t971,  p .  8 . S e e  a l s o  N a t l o n a l  T i m e s ,  2 2 - 2 7

( loc.  c i t .  and 13 March
has extensive personal

G, Melbourne 18 Apr1l
{ -  I  O A / ,

61

62

F e b r u a r y  1 9 7 1 ,  p .  3 3 .

Taped lntervlews wlth: current nember B
1983);  former menber D. The nr l ter also
e:gerience ln chls regard.

Taped lntervlew nlth fomer CPA-ML nenber
I  qR1-  Nqr  Ch{  oq  Nar rs  w.as .  f  {  t c t  n r r l r  I  {  aha, l

65
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and  despa tched  a  hos t  o f  Aus t ra l i an  t echn i ca l  Jou rna l s  reques ted

by  C ,ove rnnen t  depa r tnen ts  and  o the r  o rgan i sa t l ons  i n  Ch ina .

Aus t ra l i an  Mao is t s  re tu rn ing  f rom Ch ina  w i th  s l i des  and  f i r sc -

hand e:gerlence acted as mbassadors-at-large for the PRC. Party

members hosted v ls i t ing Chinese ath letes and exchange students and

nobi l ised in  support  of  China over  lssues such as the screening

o f  X i che lange lo  An ton io .n i ' s  ' v i c i ous '  and  ' desp i cab le '  f i lD ,  gh io " .66

Within the CPA-ML, theu, support for China was enthusiastic

"tr6 
sqiematlc. The party was located on the extreme left fr iuges

of  Austra l ian society,  and most  Austra l lans t rho encormtered i ts

in t ractable brand of  u l t ra-revolut ionary pol i t ics formd i t  e i ther

unconvinc ing,  repugnant ,  F l ien or  l t r rat ic .  The bond of  f ratern i ty

rrith ttre GPC ln large neasure conpans3led for CPA+{L oemberst ssfreng€-

mept from their own society. It provided ttren yith roots, vicarious

victories and shared succe-sses, 8 perspective i.n vhich tret could

stand fs ;  a ' ln6st  1000 u l l ' l ion people.

tA Vlclous llotlve, DespLcrhler Trlcts',
gp. 7-10. See also, for r-' 'rFts3 A8e,

! '  5 Jtne 1974, p. l .

PR'
l l

I February 1974,
Jrne 1974,  p.  l ;
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C&{PTEN, TI'O

POLIICAL R-EORIEIIAIION: I97l-75

The ninth CPC congress in i969 lnaugrrrated a period of re-

eo:a{nation and rectificatioq in China. Over the nert fes years

tlre domestic and foreign policies of the People's Republic of China

gere methodlcally reoriented ray from the fervent ultra-leftisu

of  tbe 1960s.

A.s a cqaign against the an:rs[fsglc and ultra-egalLtarlan

excesses of the cultural revolution rmfolded, the ltao cult vas systea^ticalty

disuantled, the Red Guards yere dmbilised and uany officlals and

experts felled by the cultural revolutlon were reinstaEed.l

I1re shlft ln foreign policy was equally far-reaching. The

PRCfs erstwhile abstinence frou the talnted world of dlplomacy s;ls

suPPlanted by an orry of diplomatic relations. The promJ-nence fornerly

accorded to the revolut ioDary st ruggles of  the rcor ld 's  peoples w: ls

assigned !q 3 r rn{ged f ront  of  nat ions,  and a much greater  emphasis

was placed on peaceful co-existpnce. The Thlrd world became the

mot ive force in  the in terr .at lonal  s t ruggle,  and both superpoerers

bec : -e  t he  ta rge t .2

See,  fo r  exap le :  a r t i c les  by  var lous  au thors  in  B i l l  Brugger
(ed . ) ,  Chtna :  T t re  Inpac t  o f  the  Cu l tu ra l  Revo lu t ion ,  pp .  t6 l -8 ,
176-87, 2Q9; C. L. Chlou, 'Chlnese Communlst Leade::h-tp Cris is
and Netr Forelgn Pollcy ln the Afternarh of rhe Cul_:ural_
Revolut lonr,  World Reylw, vo1. 11, no. 3 (Sept.-r 'er 1972),
p p .  L 6 - L 7 ;  R o s s  T e r r i l 1 ,  8 0 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 :  T h e  R e a l  C h i n a ,  p p .  7 l - 8 ,
202;  Edgar  Snow,  Ch i . t " ' s  144-5 .

The pr lmary  l i te ra tu re  l s  vas t .  For  representa t ive  p leces  see
P R :  2 9  J a n u a r y  1 9 7 1 ,  p p .  6 - 7 : ' 3 0  N o v e r n b e r  1 9 7 3 ,  p p .  4 - 6 .
Relevant eecondary sources lnclude: C. L. Chiou, Maolsn 1n
4gt: !grr ; lb CulE-ural  Revolutfon, pp. 118-20; Creg 6@

narr i l - f .per lal ism'r to "Ant l-
Hegenonisu"f ,  in Brugger (ed.1, pp. ZO3-52 (esp. pp. 220-22);
Ter r l l l ,  pp .  L57-62 pass lm,  l78 l  Snow,  DD.  137-40.
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These changes scuttled the assumptlons upou vhich CPA-HL members

bad based their approach to lnteroational affairs and 'denced some

of tbeir  s iry l tst lc certaint ies' .3 The Chlnese and Austral ian part les

had for years condemed the USSR for its deallngs lrlth reactionaries.4

)doq Chinese foreign policy metamorphosed villalns into alltes, dowa-

graded the inportFnce of guerrilla warfare and adulterated the revolu-

tionary prrity of its former approach sith revislonist notlous of

real-poU.tik and diplonatlc circtmspectlon.5

In April 1971 Vanguard edltorially endorsed the 'videspread

Dovp'nent of rebelllon' in Ceylon, a position lt reiterated several

times. In Uay, Chinese Preni'er Zhou Enlal condemned the uprisi-ng

"" a 'chaot ic si tuat ion created by a handful  of  persons'  and prorr ided

moral and mrterial support Eo the Ceylonese goverrrr"ot.6 Vanguard fel1

silent, recanting a year later. The Ceylon episode came to be regarded

by party members as a debacle. It narked a trarmatic turnintrpoint

T a f t ,  p .  8 .

E .g . :  PR,  L7  l lay  1968,  pp .  24-6  and 15  August  1969,  pp .  29-3O;
V,  2  October  1969,  p .  2 ;  E .  F .  8111,  'Speech o f  E .  F .  1 t111 to
Central  Con"nlt tee, Conrmwrlst  Party of Austral la,  February 1962',
in 11111, 4!E!rgl ia 's Revolut lon . .  .  ,  p.  193.

C f .  P R :  1 7  M a r c h  1 9 6 7 ,  p p .  2 8 - 9 ; 3  J a n u a r y  1 9 6 9 ,  p .  L 7 ; 2 7
OctoEr  L972,  pp .  15-16 .  On Af r l ca  c f  .  PR:  24  JuLy  1964,  p .  29 ;
I  February  1972,  pp .  15-17 ;  29  Apr t f  tg67,  pp .  35-6 ;  26  January
1973,  p .  8 .  On Asean c f .  PR:  17  May 1968,  p .  25 ;  3  December
1 9 7 1 ,  p .  2 5 .

For Vanguard's support  of  the Ceylonese upris ing see V: 22 Agt l l
1971,  p .  2 i  29  Apr t l  1971,  p .  8 ;  6  t lay  1971,  p .  3 ;  13  May 197L,
p .  1 .  Zhou En la l rs  s ta tement  l s  quoted  f rom the  Cey lon  Da l ly
N e w s ,  i n  T a f t ,  p ,  l l .
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for a party whlch for years bad brlstled rrlth rebellLon.T

The CPA-}{L also spoke in Eanden vith Chlna on the 1971 cirril

sar in Pakistaa. Again, in isolat lou from the broad lef t ,  i t  opposed

a popular uprising.S ilahough most party mernbers had regarded stpport

for the uprlsing as 'the logical ad correct thingt, they nevertbeless

o
toed che Ltne. -

The vlslt of U.S. President Nlxon to Chlna in February 1972

produced further coafuslon l-n the partyrs rank-s. It sas a great

shock to see thls 'ferociorrs y:uurrger' and 'chief butcberrl0 sh'liog

hands iritb Chalrman !{ao. Ceyloa, Pakistan and the Nlxon rrlsit Jarred

with the canons upon whlch party uo-bers had been reared. Some

party meubers, and a greater srmtrss of syupathl-sers, became dlsll_lusioned

enough to abandon Maoism. libnetheless the new lIne ras accepted,

with varying degrees of enEhusiasm, by most membe.". l  
I

This acceptance wa-s facilitated by an ablding -i l itant tone

7 The recantat ion appeared in V, 18 May 1972, p. 4.  Vangrard
republished a series of articles by N. Sanmugathasan, General
Secretary of the Harxist-Leninlst Connnurlst Party of Ceylon,
rchJ.ch rat ional ised the CPCrs role in the affalr .  ( I ,  8,  15, 22
Jr:ne 1972, pp. 8,  2,  7 respect ively.)  The Ceylonese reversal
nade a l lngering lupression on party nembers. f t  r las a wel l -
knowo episode even imong mernbers who Joined after 1972. Almost
every intervlevee raised l t ,  qul te unprompted, at sotre stage.

8  S e e :  P R ,  1 7  D e c e n b e r  1 9 7 1 ,  p p .  l 5 - l 6 i  V , 7  S e p t e n b e r  1 9 7 2 ,  p .  l .

9 Forner member A,

l 0  P R :  2 l  N o v e m b e r  1 9 6 9 ,  p .  2 5 ;  1 6  A p r l l  1 9 7 1 ,  p .  f 4 .

l l  Y o r k  i n E e r v i e w  ( 1 3  J a n u a r y  1 9 8 2 ) .
S e e  a l s o :  K n o w l e s ,  p .  1 3 ;  A l b e r t  L a n g e r ,  ' N o c e s  o n  M a o  T s e t u n g r ,
in  MISAG (eds) ,  Xao Tse T tmg:  On the  Four th  Ann iversary  o f  H is
D e a t h ,  S e p t e n b e r  9  1 9 8 0 ,  p .  6 9 ;  A I R ,  2 9  M a y  L 9 7 2 ,  p .  2 .
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in CFC and CPA-HL Justifications of the nes lLne:

Xlxon, rrorld-rride leader of the campalgn to lsolate People's
China, has nov hirs€lf become so isolated that he ls crrling
on hands and kaees to v-isit China. Like a beaten dog nith
its tall betrseen its legs, Nlxoo vlsited che nighty socialist
People's Bepublic cf Cbina. 12

Chlnats adrn{5s{sa to tbe United Natious was also represented as

a c rus- {ng  b lov  to  the  U.s .13

f,r-merous cheoretical artlcles appeared reconci-Ilng the pragnatic

rn:moerfirres of the preseot yith the revolutionary inperatives of

the past. fhey argued that the PRC was skilfully utillslng the

contradlctions endemic to i-uperialisn in order to hasten 1gs 6o-i5g.14

fhe danpenlng of dcnestlc ultra-leftisn ln Chlna coincLded

vith developmeats iu Australia vhlch took sone of the wind out of

the CPA-ML's sails. t{ith the youtlrstudent fernent already subsidlng,

the IJhitlar Labor Govemrent yas elected in Decenber 1972. Anong

its first Eeasiures sere th€ $ithdrawal of Australian troops from

Vietnam and recognltion of the PRC.

The CPA-ML had abandoned its reflexlve srpport for any and

all overseas rebellion as a concequence of the enbarrassment it

suffered over Ceylon, Pa-Listan and the Nlxon visit. Now that the

'Defend China's Foreign Pol lcy from Couoter-Revolut lonary Attacks' ,
A C ,  n o . 5 l  ( A p r i l  L 9 7 2 ) ,  p . 5 6 ,  S e e  a l s o  V , 5  O c r o b e r  1 9 7 2 ,  p .  3 .
fhe CPA-ML also dealt rrlth the questlons oT Ceylon, Paklstan and
Nixon in Trotskyisn and Revlslonism: Teachers by Negatlve Example,
pp. 7-8. An lmpurtant Just l f icat lon and defence of Chlnese
pollcy uas provided to Jaclc A. Snlth, Ualte rhe Many, Defeag
the F6r: Chlnets R€volutlonarv Llne 1p Foreign Affalrs. ltl's
pamphlet was sold in CPA-ML bookshops and widely read by party
members .  Regard ing  Cey lon ,  Pak ls tan  and N lxon see pp .  28-36 .

E . g . :  I b l d . ,  p .  2 ;  P R ,  2 9  O c t o b e t  1 9 7 1 ,  p .  5 ;  V , 2 8  O c t o b e r  1 9 7 1 ,
p .  8 .

E . g .  V :  1 0  J u n e  1 9 7 1 ,  p .  3 ;  1 2  A u g u s r  1 9 7 1 ,  p .  1 ;  1 2  O c r o b e r  1 9 7 2 ,
p. 6.  Also: rPeaceful  Coexlstence: The Lenlnlst  Pr lnclple and
the Revlslonlst  Dlstort lonr,  AC, no. 50 (February L972),  p,  26;
I r \ ^ 3 ^ - J  ^ L r - - f  -  t r ^ r ^ {  -  o ^ t r  ^ I  |  -  c t

I 2

I 3

t4
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rebell ious spirit ras dlssipatJng Itr both chioa and A,,<tra't{s, a1r"

Party acknonledged that ..ny of its nw oeobers h5d b€€n attractd

to it by otioual factors a'vf the spirit of tb tfrps. Ihese members,

i t  sa id,  'are oos faced v i tb  a d i f fereot  s i tgat isn ' -15

as the tribr*aries vLi.ch had fed the cpsrrge of youth Haolsn

evaporated :nd the ultr*leftisr of tb cultr.ral revolutiso receded

in Chi-oa' Xaoist sttdents fornd thar gbet 5nere rF louger thelr party's

cause c61Ebre. Ibe GPA-ilL relapsed into tb crstoEarjr antipatbry

of crrnist Eve*nts tosards iqtellect,ol".16

Since tbe culturrl l"ootutioo, debate aorg Ar-rstrrltan Haoists

on tbe qEstiou of students and intellectual-s had been corrched in

chinese terninolory, and revolved around interpretations of the

folloving qrntation frot }fao:

In tbe final analysis, the divlding Line betnee', revolutionary
intellectuars and non-revolutionary or cormter-revolutionary
intellectuals ls vhether or aot they are vrl l ing to integrate
then-selves rith the workers and peasaqts ad aciually do"ss.17

Itris statement became pivotal in a bitter buE indecisive inner-

party coutroversy about the role of party intellect.als and, in

parc icu lar ,  the desi rabi l i ty  of  thei r  'go ing to the mrqses '  by tak lng

l lgnota Princlples of ldarxisr leainisn' ,  AC, no. 6l  (November
1 9 7 3 ) ,  p p .  l 6 - 1 7

For examples of this tradi t iou see: V. I .  Lenin, fHow to
Organ ise  Coupet i t ion ' ,  in  lg f lec t "d  IJo .k " ,  vo l .  26 ,  p .  412;
Danlel  Deleon, qrroted ra r f f i ;  pR, 30 August 196g,
pp- 4'  5 and 23 January i970, p. t ;  ran T'rne{ 'My Loig l tarch' ,
in td. ,  Rooa for l {moeuvre . . . ,  p.  122; Hceran, p.-7g.

Yao Tse- tung,  'The Yay / r th  yovenerEr ,  in  Serec ted  l t lo rks  (here-
a f te r  abbrev iaced co  SrJ ) ,  vo t .  2 ,  p .  : :e . -_Ci : ] ;GA Langer l ,'on sEudying "The or iGtat ion of the youth yovo.enE, ' , ,  ro,r i t ""r , -
page YCL d lsc r . rss lon  docr -uent ,  lQ  f {evamher  1970,  cyc los ty led ,
in  wr i te r ' s  possess lon .

l 5

l 6

L I
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u p  f a c t o r y  j o u " . i 8

The  ebb ing  o f  u l t r a - l e f t l sn  i n  Ch ina  and  Aus t ra l l a  a l so  se rved

to Eute the forner  shr i l lness of  CPA-ML propaganda,  and r^ras acconpanied

by an unprecedented enphasis on tmLty md broadnees and an expllclt

( a l be i t  h tgh l y -qua l i f i ed )  adn i ss ion  tha t  t he  pa r t y  had  ove rs ta ted

i t s  pos i t i on  i n  t h "  p r r t . 19  As  the  cu l t  o f  Mao ' s  pe rsona l i t y  vas

quel led in  China,  CPA-ML members put  € l ray thei r  Mao badges and l i t t Ie

red books.  The more egregious mani festat ious of  Sinophi l ia  receded

and a greater  concentrat ion on Austra l ia  energed.

I'he end-product vas a nev strategr for revolution in Australia,

the first systematic exposition of vtr-ich appeared in Hay 1973:

Our view is that the Australie" revolution is a continuing
revolut ion by stages.  Tbe f i rs t  s tage . . .  is  the ant i -
inperialist sfage vhicb inwolves the unity in struggle
of all Australian anti-iryerialists led by the vorkers and
ai-ned at expell ing ttre i lperial-ists, defeating the local
col laborators r r i th  the i ryer ia l isgs,  socia l ls ing tbei r
f ac to r i es ,  n r i nes  e t c .20

Three months later Eill published bis first book in eigbt

years. Ee srote that f the thread th:t rrns right through Arstralia's

A selectLon of pertlnent ill-ustratl-ons of tbe debate: ibid.;
'Icading Role of IJorking Clrss llnder Attackt, 1lQ, no. 47 (July
197 l) ,  pp. 27-9; rThe Intcl lectuals and Austr.alrs 's B.evolut ioD',
AC,  no .  70  ( l ta rch  L975) ,  pp .  54- {O;  I ,25  AprL l  1974,9 .6
md 18 July 1974, p.3; art ic lee suhit ted for publ l .cat lon to
Vanguard by the rriter od a for-r CPA-UL nernber, in rriter's
possession. Cf . Alaiu ts'urelns, fbe Xav Hovenept3 Revolt and

eform, pp. 2L8-L9.

E. g. the foilorlng AC articles: 'Building the Anti-iryerialist
Ilnited hont', oo. 53 (eugust 1972), pp. 36-8; rThe Struggle
to Free Anstral ia Fron lryepial igr,  D. 57 (AprlL 1973),  p.  l+Si
' f rade Unlons ad Revolut ion' ,  D. 59 (August 1973),  p.  69.

Prm pp. 2T4 of. the keynote erELcle, 'C.outinuing Revolutl.on
by Stages', AC, no. 58 (Xsy f973), pp. 23-9. Thls artLcle sas
rlso lssued as a paryhlet.

l 8

l 9

20
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hlstory f ron shl te set t leoent  to the present  f { r  is  the st ruggle

for lndependence fron fuperialisa 
I 

Th" natlonal , anti-i-uperi.: lJst

s tage of  Austra l ia 's  revolut ion r ras descr ibed as separate and prefatory

to the soclallst revolucloo. The folloving year the Eurel.a Flag

vas adopted as the syubol appropriate to tbJ's stage.22

Oppositton to the uultifaceted douination of Au.stralla by

the USA and advocacy of national independence had been longstandi.g

themes ln CPA p.op"g"od".23 Tbe CPA-UL nas fomed at a tlne vheq

the GPC stignatised tbe USA as 3[g srrmher one enettry, and lt took

up these themes r.r-ith rrrrn-tched 
"ctid.o.y.24 

From tbe beglnn{qg,

hosever, its patriotic agltatiou exhiblted a couspicrrcus Ctriuese

dimeuslon. Writing about Australiafs independence struggle ln 1966,

Clarrie O'Shea sald: 'IJe can learn much and find uuch inspiration

from the revolut ionary exper ience of  Ctr ina . . . '25

The notlon of a united froot directed at imperia'l{sp, then,

was Bot  rnheard of .  But  the postu lat ion of  a separate,  ,n t l -

imper ia l ls t  s tage ia Austra l ia 's  path to socia l lsm sas.  I t  is  cruc ia l

to  understand the backdrop to th ls  theoret ica l  t retastas is .

Factors sketched br ief ly  at  the beglnning of  th is  chapter

had rendered the CPA-ML's cul tura l  revoluc ion sty le unf l t t ing.  The

2 L  H j . 1 1 ,  A u s t r a l i a ' s  R e v o l u t i g n . : . ,  p .  4 .

2 2  I b l C . ,  p .  4 4 ;  Y ,  1 1  A p r i l  1 9 7 4 ,  p .  5 .

23 See, for exarrple, Glbeon, pp. 127-8, 262-4; Dawldeon, The
C o n m u n i s t  P a r t y  o f  A u s t r a l l a  . . . ,  p .  1 0 1 ;  L .  L .  S h a r k e y ,  A u s t r a l i a n
Cournun ls ts  and Sov ie t  Russ ia ,  pp .  L7-20 .

2 4  E . g .  V :  v o l .  2 ,  n o . 4  ( O c c o b e r  1 9 5 4 ) ,  p .  4 ;  v o l .  2 ,  n o .  3 5
( J u l y  1 9 6 5 ) ,  p .  [ ;  v o l .  2 ,  n o .  4 3  ( S e p t e n b e r  1 9 6 5 ) ,  p .  l ;
28  Septenber  1957,  p .  4 .

2 5  V ,  v o l .  3 ,  n o .  3 6  ( S e p t e n b e r  1 9 6 6 ) ,  p .  4 .  S e e  a l s o  V ,  v o l - .  3 ,
o o e  3 5  ( S e p t e n b e r  1 9 6 6 ) ,  p .  l .
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space vacated by the formerly al l -enbraclng concept of ' rebel l lon'

requlred f l l l ing. In the early I970s l tao's wrl t lags on Ehe rrn{gsd

front and the need to isolate eDe-ies one at a t ime, to broaden

the base and narrov the target, sere proooced in Chioa.26 Ttrey

provided an allegorical Ju.stification of Ehe changes ln Chinese

foreign poltcy, The CPA-XL's nfl 11ne ou national independence

fltted cqmfortablv stch all three tiers of che revised Chinese estim:-

tlon of world trends: rcorntries rmt independence, natioos u2ut

llberation and the people irmt revolutioo'.27 Anti-fuuperlall-sn

located Australian revolutionaries ia the Chinese picture of the

1970s, Just as rebellion had done i-n the 1960s.

The CPA-ML's rrro-stage revolution l1ne abrogated the appraisal

adopted by the partyfs second congress ln l97l  that the revolut ion

in Australia was a proletarian revolution w-ith socialism as its

irnmediate aim. Thl.s posi-tion vas now described as 
"rrorr.o*.28

In internal docr-ments shich reconsLdered the partyrs posit lon in

L972,  8111 spoke o f  Aus t ra l ia 's  ' sen i -co lon ia l t  pos l t l -on  and re fe r red

repeatedly to l {aors sr iEings on the united front,  drawing attent ion

to ' lmportrnt s ini lar i t ies'  betsseen Austral ia and China.29

By way of part ial  erplanacion of the change, the party leadership

26

27

28

E . g .  P R :  2 7  A u g u s t  1 9 7 1 ,  p p .  1 0 - 1 3 ;  2 5  F e b r u a r y

P R ,  7  J a n u a r y  L 9 7 2 ,  p .  8 .

Congress Report ,  [1971J, lntemal party docroent
f o r m ,  l n  u ' r i t e r ' s  p o s s e s s l o n ,  p .  l 6 ;  r C o n t l n u l n g

1 9 7 2 ,  p p .  1 0 - 1 2 .

ln pamphlet
R e v o l u t l o n  . . . ' ,

P .  2 5 -

29  Unt l t led  ln te rna l  par ty  documenrs ,  I la re  L972] .  A  par ty  leader
brought these doctrnentsr or documents very slni lar !o then, to
Rob Bennet ts ts  par ty  ce l l  fo r  d lscuss lon-cum-adopt lon  ln  1972.
(Taped lntervierr  ul th Rob Bennetrs,  Melbourne, 30 July 1983.)
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told one aember that

the Chinese h-' l suggestd that tbey bave another look at [the
quest loo of  inr lependence] .  'Eave aoocber look at  l t '  sas
taken to rean that they uere to adopt an lndependeoce sort
e f  l i ne  as  d i s t i nc t  f r so  soc la l i s t  r evo lu t l oo ' . . . 30

fhe keyaote article, 'Coutinrrlng X.evolution by Stages', said

that Australia cou-nists tc- learn an inrrnense amoLmt frqm Chlnats

? l
revolut ioo . . . ' - -  In  1976 l l i l l  revealed that  d iscussious r i th  Chinese

leaders of ' tbe tbeory of  cont inuing revolut ion by stages . . .  sere

such as to roake it eaoler for us to draconcluslons about A,rstralia'.32

Certainly tbe onornatologr of the oc line vas adopted stralght

f rom l {ao.  Hi l l  srote of  Austra l ia 's  'uat ional  denocrat lc  revolut ionl

es tab l l sh ing  tbe 'peop le ' s  dmcra t i c  d l c ta to rsh ip t .  Aus t ra l i an

capi ta l is ts ,  potent ia l  a l l ies in  the aut i -Amer ican uni ted f ront ,

were 'vaci l la t iug and hesi t "ot ' .33 Austra l ian coupanies econornical ly

t ied to Amer ican concenrs were label led 'couprador= ' .34 The facE

that Ehe CPA-HLrs policy of natioaal Lndependence appeared on the

stage garbed in a Cbinese costr rme is  oue of  the palpable i ronies

30

3 l

32

Former menber C.

' C o u t i n u i n g  R e v o l u t i o n  . . . ' ,  p .  2 8 .

E. F. H111, 'Comrade Hl l l 's Tr ibute to Li fe and Work of ComraCes
Chou En- la i  and Kang Sheng ' ,  { ,  no .  75  [ear ly  1976J ,  pp .  9O-9 i .
Ili1l vlsited China in November-December 1971 and Januarv-
Febrr,nry L97 3.

I d . :  A u s c r a l i a ' s  n a v o l u t l o n . . . ,  p p .  7 , 4 5 ;  T h e  L a b o r  P a r t y ?
Dr Evatt - The Pecrov Affair - fhe tltr-it G o v e r n m e n t ,  p . 1 6 .
Cf. l,iao Tse-trng: 'The Chloese Revolutloo and the Chlnese
6er " 'nun isc  Parcy ' ,  io  S I .J ,  vo l .  2 ,  pp .  326-7 ;  ton  Ehe Peop le 's
D e m o c r a t i c  D l c t a t o r s h i p ' ,  i n  S W ,  v o 1 .  4 ,  p p .  4 I L - 2 3  p a s s i n ;
'Ana lys is  o f  che  C lasses  in  CITnese Soc ie ty ' ,  ln  SW,- i61 l_ l ,
p .  16 .  Cf  .  a  l so  t f igg :nann,  p .  9 .

y ,  2 3  M a r c h  L 9 7 2 ,  9 .  3 .  C f  .  M a o ,  l o c .  c l t , . ,  p p .  l 3 - 1 4 .  S e e
a l s o  B t l l  B r u g g e r ,  ' T h e  H l s t o r l c a l  P e r s p e c t l v e ' ,  l n  l d .  ( e d . ) ,
P . 3 I n .

33

34
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of tbat party's ;rssoclrtlon sith th CPC.

As previously noted, tb CPA-IIL b^ad advocated Australlan inde-

pendeuce from its iuceptioo. fbi..s dvocacy had beea conslstently

enscosced in the priorities of Chiese foreign polIcy, the hub of

vh:[ch, ln the 1960's, EB tb expulsioo of U.S. lrrperlalls:n from

A-gia and tbe exaltat ion of garr i l t r  val far. .35

In tbe 1970s, Chi-rce polict focrrsed on Ehe govenunents of

the Third lJorld as the cqrtral force i-n the inEernational struggle

against tbe hegenonic srperpmrs-

The CPA-HL's nevlSrsyst€ratis€d patrj-otic progran facilitated

the party's self-locatioa r-ithin Eb uw Chlnese emphases. It spoke

of upbolding the banner of Anstralla's natioual llberation and des-

cribed Ar:stralia's interests ix; ly-f-ug parallel to those of the Third
? (

i{orld.-" The nornting a.ti-irperf^alist mass movement in AusCralia,

yrote Vanguard in 1973, 'correspouds to and ls uergiog v.ith the

groving and poverful struggles of the people lu those cormtries

belonging to the third rcr ld.  Ttese corntr ies are developing

count r ies  l i ke  Aus t r "U" . '37

ThJ.s trend reached its apogee sith the publication in the

Austral lan Conrmurist  of  an art ic le ent l t led tAustral ia is Part  of

the  T t r i rd  Wor ld ' .38  S ign i f i ca t l y ,  rhe  ar r lq le  took  the  C?C's

35 See,  fo r  exrmple ,  V ,  vo l .  ! ,  no .  L4  ( | ' tay  1964) ,  p .  4 .  The
dognat lc der lvacion of CPA-i{L domest ic pol lc ies from the CPC's
forel.gn poltcy llnc ls co4rehenslvely addressed ln the
fo l low lng  chapter .
'For  Independence Scash I rper la l l s t  Fe t te rs ' ,  AC,  no .  50
( F e b r u a r y  1 9 7 2 ) ,  p .  3 i ;  ' S p e c i a l  I n s e r t '  r o  V , - T 4  D e c e m b e r
1 9 7 2 ;  ! ,  1 4  J u n e  1 9 7 3 ,  p .  t .

V ,  8  February  1973,  p .  3 ,  emphas ls  added.

[John Herouv to ] ,  rAus t ra l ia  ts  Par t  o f  che  Th l rd  Wor ld '  ,  AC,
no.  72  [o fa - t975J ,  pp .  l5 -2 t .  The ar r l c le  was r . r tc ren  a fEr
extenslve dlscnsslons wlth another leadlng member of che wrlcer 's

36

37

38
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:na'lyrsils as its polnt of departure. Its text began rltb tbie stat€nent:

rTbe Chlnese Co {st Parrt ha.s descrlbed varlous couDtries as

being neobers of tbe Thlrd llorld'.39 Mter deaI:Lng sith the four

categprles into sh1ch it classified these cor.mtrles, it saLd:

If ye accept 3!ag rrl of tbe uatlous oentioned in the brief
precedlng rn:rr;rsls, aa the Chinese say, :rre part of tbe Ttird
IJorld, then it appears tbat tbe lo*st counon denool.nator
for Thl.rd tlorld *tbership (1e. the rJnirum definition of
a Thlrd lJorld corntry) vould be as follors: a co@try strere
th prrrary atagon.lsr for tbe people-s of that cor.mtry Is
that vlth i-AerfalJ.s in general, and tbe stry€rpovers in
Particular- {0

Austr:lla, lt codinoed, sas obviously not part of tbe First

World, coqrrising tb tuo superpoeers. hrtber, tbe vieldlng of

state pover in Austral{a by the USA (au article of falth arpng Atrstralian

Maol.sts) dtsqualified lt fron merbership of the Second lJorld of

'independent, capitallst corntries'. After describing numerotrs

facets of Australla's subordination to U.S. i-qerlalisu and rebutting

several arglaents agalost tbe designation of Australia as a Third

World colmtry,  the art ic le concluded that 'Austral ia is a Third

W o r l d  c o r n E r y . . . ' 4 1

Although the artlcle strove to adhere scrupulously to the

letter of  Chlnese global analysis,  i t  departed narkedly from i ts

spir i t .  Contextual analysis of Chlnese statements clear ly indicated

that the superpowers const i tuted the First  World, other industr lal ised

nat ions the Second uorld and developlng countrLes the Thlrd World.

For four nooths, hoveverr Austrrlrs 6ernripsd a Thlrd World couDtry

r b l d .  ,

r b i d . ,

r b l d . ,

39

40

41

P .  i 5 .

pp .  l 5 -17 .

pp .  L7 -21 .
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accordlng to tbe @L-w..42

Io September thJ's rrI'a was repudiated. Au,stralia vas uov

depicted as 'a developed capltallst co rntry that extsts betyeen

th superpovers ad tbe Third lJorld', and to ehicb Ehe concept of

national liberation sas inapplLcable. This descriptLon sas congrtrant

vith tbat adopted by the party's thlrd congress earrler that year.43

hessec for an explen:tion of the sr.lddes g\.ang€r vannrard editor

Clarke cl ted' lnternat lonaf couplalnt" , .&

lte adoptLon :rwl subseqtrnt resclnding of tbe third rorld

position, although surrormded by considerable fury and dre-a, vao

hardly :rn earth-shattering occurrence. The storu it provoked raged

and died rrithin the polltical teacup of CPA-I{L theoretical contro.r.t"r.45

E . g .  V , 2 6  J t m e  1 9 7 5 ,  p p .  1 ,  8 .

V, 18 Septenber 1975, p. 4;  fReport  on. the l {ork of the Cencral
conrm{ttee for the Third congress of the com'nlst party of
Aus t ra l ia  ( l { -L ) ' ,  AC,  no .  70  (March  1975) ,  p .  27 .

fhis renark nas mrde to the r.rriter by Duncan Clarke in the
Vanguard office, Helbourue, at the end of August 1975 in a
discussioq in uhich Clarke conveyed to the writer the party
leadershipts decision to revoke the thlrd world posit ion.
Wtreo the wrlter asked. lf tlnternational complaintsr Ee:nt
couplaints frou chlna, clarke merely repeated that there had
been ' internat ional complalnts ' .  A detai led cr i t ique of the
third sor ld posit ioa vas not publ lshed r.mti l  three weeks later.

fhe positlons trhich sere adopted and the acrimony whlch existed
ln the debate over the ' third world '  and 'nat lonar r iberat ion'
1Lne are reflected in the followlng tfsA and Australian Nacional
Liberat lon Movenent (AlILu) lnternal docunents in the l . r l ter 's
possess lon : 'worker -s tudent  A l l lance and Aust ra l ian  Nat iona l
Llberatlon ldovcaeotr, three-page pbtocopy, lAdelalde, late 197{];fThe Aust ra l ian  Nat lona l  L ibera t lon  Movenent  -  (e .U.L .U. ) :  Wt ra t
We Th lnk ' ,  cyc los ty led  nan i fes to ,  Me lbourne,  [u ld -1974] ;  'A

shor t  Paper  on  Mov ing  Forvard  the  Ant l - rnper ia l l s t  Movement t ,
cyc los ty led ,  Me lbourne,  October  1975.  See a lso  V:  22  Augusr
1 9 7 4 ,  p . 4 ;  1 3  F e b r u a r y  1 9 7 5 ,  p p .  4 - 5 ;  4  S e p c e m b E r  1 9 7 5 ,  p .  2 .
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Noaetheless, the episode rmderlined the extent to whlch Chinese

policies bestrode Australlan Xaolso.

The pertod l97l-5 vas, then, a t i re of pol i t lcal  reor ieutar iotr

for tbe CPA-UL Ln whlch it rrestl-ed to adapt lts policles to altered

Chinese and Australian edgencles. On cbe vbole, hovever, the parry

m.aisg6{qsd the hard-llne tenor shlch had been 1ge fi3f]orrk since

its foroation. fhe lntractable revolutiouary purlty of the positioos

shich the party had taken up during the Sinc-Soviet spllt - and

vhich had beeu reinforced by the cultural revolutioo - aer:{qed

tbe essential foundation of its outlook and nodus operandi. Bolstered

by the resu.sci tat ion of GPCR pol lc ies in the uld-1970s, i t  r las ro

persist  in this adanant (albei t  less frenzied) ulrra- lef t isn unt i l

China decisively repudiat.d i t .45

Regard ing  the  re -energence o f  GPCR po l ic les  see chapter  iour .
The reversa l  o f  the  par ty 's  u l t ra - le f t  s tance ls  dea l t  e iEh in
John Herouvl. t r ,  rPol l t lcs of the Revolvl .ng Door:  The Comrnunlst
Par ty  o f  Aus t ra l la  ( l , fa rx is t -Len ln lsc ) ' ,  Me lbourne Journa l  o f
Po l l t l cs  ( fo r rhcon lng) ,  vo l .  15 ,  (1983-4-
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