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CHAPTER TEREE

CEINESE IOBEIGIf P0LICY Al{D TIE CPATXL: L97L-77

Before tbe Soviet invaslon of CzechoslovrHa in 1968 Chinese

forelgn policy portrayed tbe Soviet Ilnion as a couD.ter-revolutionary

lackey-cr-raccoqlice of tbe USA. Pror tbe late l96os, borever,

tbe Comrmtst Part)r of Cbina sas Soviet pover valng nhlle that of

tbe ersrrtile urnber ona eneqr vz-ed. It adJusted its eryhasss accord-

ingly.

The adJtr.stnent involved three Lais psriods, each drlftiug into

tbe next- After CzechoslovalCa CPC propaganda spoke of Sovlet social-

iuperialisn (socialiso in vords, i4erialisr in deeds). It beld

that the Eyo superpoeers costended and colluded vith each other for

sorld dornination and ItA-s Dre or less everhanded in its denr.nciations

of the USA and USSR. Betveen l97L-6 tbe contentlon betveen the super-

posers was pr:,sbed to th€ fore and tbeir collusiou faded frou the

picture. The particular menace posed by Sowiet mbitions received

increasing euphasis. In 1975 the USSR explicitly supplanted the

USA as enemy nr-uber oo".l

The PRC's normting preoccupation rich the Sovlet Unlon sas

accompanied by a rapprochement wlth che USA, a. rapprochement nore

far-reaching than suggested by a l i teral  reading of Chinese propaganda.

I{ tr i le fai thful ly echoiug each revision of Chlnose pol lcy, the CPA-

XL ras lnLtially btlnd to th€ dlplolatlc subtletleg Lnvolvcd, aod

remalned manacled co i ts virulent.  ant l -Americanlsu.

Cf.  PR:  18 February 1966,  pp.  5 ,  2Q-21;  25
l8 Septenber  1970,  p.  7 ;  14 January 1972,
1973 ,  p .  18 ;  8  Augus t  L974 ,  p .  t l ;  28  May
15  Ju l y  L977 ,  pp .  4 -10 .

Oc tobe r  1958 ,  p .8 ;
pp .  I 5 -17 ;  22  June
1976 ,  pp .  29 ,  3 l ;
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A L972 Austral iao Comr-olst  art ic le testt f led polgnant ly to rhe

party 's lack of discernuent.  Tbe art ic le was ostenslbly devoted

to a defeuce of ct ina's ney foreign pol: tcy pr ior i t ies. Yet i r  def ined

the prirnrry ioternational coutradictlon as that fbeEween u.s. imper-

ialism and the rcrld's peoplet, a forrulatlou abandoned by tbe CFC

three years eal ier.2

When Australisn opposltion leader Snedden returned fror China

iu 1973 gl:iring tbat tbe Chinese vanted a U.S. presence ln Asi.a,

8111 's reaction s,rs: ,q ill-advised as it was rltherlng: 'Alt tbl.nl-f qg

people in Australi.a knos that Sneddeu is an ultra-dlehard reactionar1r

In addit iqn he is a incoupetent fool ' .3

Ttris dysftmcEion, horrever, vas largely attrlbutable to the

CPA-ML's i.ngenrru.soess. The party sas oblivlous to the pro-Alerican

undercurrent i-n Chinese diplouacy. Amidst an avala''che of ev-ideuce

that China rJ:s rnoving away flsr its former revolutlonary zeal4 the

'Peacefu-L  Co-ex is tence:  The,  LenLn is t  Pr inc ip le  . . . ' ,  AC,  no .  50
(February  1972) ,  p .  29 .

V , 2 6  J u l y  1 9 7 3 ,  p .  8 .  F o r  S n e d d € n ' s  c o r n m s n g g
Aust ra l ian ,  18  Ju ly  1973,  p .  l l .

see ,  f o r  examp le ,

S e e ,  f o r  e x a n p l e :  T e r r l l l ,  p p .  1 4 8 ,  1 5 7 ,  1 8 5 ,  1 9 6 - 7 ;  L i n  P i a o ' s
report  to the nlnth CPC congress in PR, 30 Apri l  1969, pp. 31,
34 and cf.  Chou En-la1rs report  to che tenth congress in PR,
7  S e p t e n b e r  1 9 7 3 ,  p .  2 4 ;  A d i e ,  p . 2 4 ;  K n o w l e s r  p p .  1 6 - 1 7 , 2 4 ;
Car los  Ross i ,  'Ch ina 's  Fore ign  Po l lcy :  A  Cr l t i ca l  Appra isa l f ,
in  A l te rna te  News Serv ice ,  no .  59  (20  June 1976) ,  pp .  15-20 ;
ste@ssions of Chlnars Ne.;  Dlplomacy: The
[g531e' l  lsa E4ler lencet,  Chi.oa Quarter ly (hereaf ter abbrevlated
to Q), rx l .  {8 (October-Deceuber l97l) ,  pp. 67f71; AFR,
2 9  M a y  L 9 7 2 ,  p . 2 ;  N a t i o n a l  T i n e s , 2 - 7  A u g u s t  1 9 7 I ,  p p .  1 ,  1 6 .
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CPA-ML reglstered only tbe fn{ lLar: tbe sustalned anti-American

and apocalyptic gsnrr in official C'binese staternents.5

An inabiti.ry or refnsal to cor-rnteuance €rny but official Chinese

sources, *nd an inqeositlvity to tbe irp]jiclt message behind the

rhetorlc in srrh sources, are recrriug tbeues in the study of CPC/

CPA-ML relatioas- In the early 1970s oae party member, in conversa-

tion rith ElIl, noted v1th approval tbe naJor shlft to the rigbt

ln Chlnese foreign pol:lcy. 8111 satd tbat no such shlft had takeu

place. York conents tbat tbe party vc notable for lts 'anateurisu,

lack of skill and lacl. of talent ... Often it took months for rhem

Eo real ise tbe inev- i table iupl lcat ions . . . '  of  Chinese poltcy.6

This evidence suggests in part that despite hi.s frequent visits

Chlna, Ei11's discussloas sith Chlnese leaders were couducted

reassuring gener.l it ies. It took the CPA-ML some time to sake

and accon"nodate itself to the Lncreasingly pro-Aroerican inplicatlons

Ctd.nese policies.

The Chlnese preoccr-pation vith tbe USSR, ou the other hand,

Lras unmlstakable, and the CPA-HL quickly s;mchronlsed its coDcerns

wlth China's.  In 1972 Vanguard sarned that Soviet imperial lsn was

reaching out to Austral la.  'The daager ' ,  l t  caut ioned, rshould

noc for one rDoment be underest im-g.6r.7 The fol lowtng year the

suPerpovers were depicted as ' t r in derr i lst ,  and a senlnal Austral ian

Con'rriunist article an-nounced chat antt-Soviet and antl-Anerlc-.

to

in

uP

o f

5

6

7

E . g .  P R ,  7  J a n u a r y  1 9 7 2 ,

Intervlevs tlrlth: forner

V ,  1 2  O c t o b e r  1 9 7 2 ,  p .  l .

p .  8 .

uember Y o r k ,  1 3  J a n u a r y  1 9 8 2 .
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struggle r.ere equally tnportant. 
I

Sorrlet and Anerlcan flags oos burnt eide by slde at Maolst

o
deoonstratlons.- The CPA-HL's student meobers and sr-pporters, stll l

the rcst visible and ardent ring of the party, slrccessftrlly mved

the adoption of an antl-Sov-let plank ln tbe platfon of the Australlen

Uaioo of Studena". 
l0

By 1975 superporrer rivalry and the atteadznt danger of sorld

yar yere flrnly established as the plvotal tbeues of Chlnese foreign

policy. The necbanical transposltLon of tbI's p€rspectiye to Australla

produced a b{.zarre analysis of donestic political developments.

Vanguard pontificated: tAt the root of tbe chaos ad r-pheaval Ln

Australia lies the contenEiou and struggle betveeu the superpovers
t l

. . . t^ '  Tte struggle for Austral ian iudependence v€rs; nor def ined

as a broad united front agalnst both srperpovers, rnd its success

rt€rri presented as vital lf the nation uas to avoid erbroilneat in

the threatened war betveen thern. 
12

By attenpting Eo srraddle the Australian body politic in the

off-the-peg gorrn of superpower contentlon, the CPA+{L produced some

part icular ly out landish pol i t ical  fashions. Anongst the uost exot ic

vas its explanation of the dtsu1.ssal of the l{hic1a! goverrutrent by

V,  26  Apr t l  1973,  p .  l ;  'Sov le t  Soc la l  Iuper ia l i so  Endangers
A u s t r a l l a ' ,  A C ,  n o .  5 6  ( F e b r u a r y  1 9 7 3 ) ,  p .  4 4 .

I t r- is pract lce was inst i tuted ln 1974 and became a r i tual  for
the renalnder of the 1970g. Sec fAlbert r-cngerl, 'Sovlet

F l a g  l s  N o v  t h e  F l a g  o f  t h e  C l a s s  E n e n y ' ,  I ,  2 5  J u l y  1 9 7 4 ,  p p .  2 - 3 .

\ ' ,  2 7  F e b r u a r y  L 9 7  5 ,  p .  7 .

V ,  7  A u g u s t  1 9 7 5 ,  p .  l .

V ,  8  May 1975,  p .  3 ;  E .  F .  H111,  Inper la l l so  ln  Aus t ra l la :  The
! {enace o f  Sov le t  Soc la l - ImperLa l l sm,  p .  134.

l 0

l l

L 2
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Gsveroor-C,eneral Kerr ln L975.

Interpretationq of thls eveat dtffer. It ha.s fsprr variously

described as an unavoidable mea.r-rre ained at resolvlng a con-ctitutio -1

inbrogl lo ,  a b los of  dubious legar igy st r r rck by tbe Austra l ian

establlshpyrt at a reforulst goverur€nt and the final act of a conspiracy

hatched by tbe medi.a, the conserrative oppositlon and the Anericen

Central Intell lgeo". Ag"o"y. 
13

fnitially, the CPA-UL attributed the rseml-fascist coup' to

a desperate ruling class petrlfled by popular oppositlon to grorlng

economlc hrrdship.14 Vanguard highrrghted the chanting of anti-

Arpr ic :n s logans by dmnstrators protest lng Kerr ' "  
" . t ioo.15 

A

week later a front-page article introduced the notLon that 'a porerful

mot ive ' in  t t re coup w; lsr  the Amer icz. '  need' to meec t t re cbal lenge

to U.S. cootrol of Australla (and elsrhere) that is couing frou

ttre lnperiallst Soviet l]nion . . . '  Yet an edltorial on Ehe see

page clained that the coup v:rs provoked by the economic and poli.t ical

crisis of Australian and rrorld capitalism, and made no mention of

the superpor . . " .15

fhe ensuing weeks sart the coup ascribed to domestic exigencles

and superpower contentioD, someti:nes alternately, sometilDes simultan-

eously.  In  the n idst  of  th is  exeget ica l  nuddle,  however,  Ehe Whl t lam

For an everlrielr see Mlchael
of a Reform C,overnment.

Sexton, I l luslons of Power: The Fate

'Defea t  Fasc ismr ,  spec ia l  supp lenent  to  V ,  l3  November  1975.
The supp leoent  was a  two-s ided lea f lec  p roduced fo r  mass
d ls t r ibu t ion .

[Duncan C larke  and John Herouv ln ] ,  'Great  F lgh t lng  Spt r l c  o f  rhe
Peop le :  To  Pussy foo t  Now Cou ld  Br lng  D lsas ter ' ,  ln  Ib ld .

y ,  2 0  N o v e o b e r  [ 9 7 5 ,  p .  l .

L3

t4

r5

r5
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gpvenuent saa lncreasingly represeated as baving been favourably

dlsposed to Sorrlet inperiel i".. t7

The Llne finally adopted in 1976 postulated a remarkably rapld

netmrpbosis. Iu 1973 Vaat{uag! r"-.r portrayed l{hitlo as a farrning

Anerican pr-ppet. Parliaentary obst-ution of bls leglslative progranrme

sas attrlbuted to th€ strrbborn opposition of reactlouary diehards

to even nild refom".18 Yet sben tln sae forces instltuted a parlia-

rentary n'noeuv:re vtlch unseded ir, Ilhl.tlan's demlse ras ascribed

to hl-q hobnobblng rlth the Russic-

Ttre llhLtlarr govenrnent ys s*.ted, vrore 8i11, rbecause that

govemment took up a nlldly ati-U-S- positioa in favour of U.S.

i-ryerlallsn's rlvpl, Sorriet social-iqerialisr'. 
l9 

Another party

publi.cation sbosed even less restrrint:

Only the publicatio o of th Ccrnist Party of Australla
(M-t) erqosed the real reason for rhe dismissal of Whitlau,
U.S. irPerialismfs *nriet5r over the groring challenge to its
doninatlon of Australia by tbe Sorriet Union. Whltlan ...
was developing nany and varied coBtacts rrith Sovi.et social-
iuperialism and thereby encouaged an extenslon of Soviet
social-lmperiallst influence in Ar-rstralia . .. It was prioarl ly
Whl.tlamrs associ.ation ylth Soviet social-inperlallsn Ehat
proupted the real nasters of tbe cor-rntry to act.20

The CPA-ML's determination ro eed the reality of Australla

lnto the muld of sr-perposer contpntion sas breathtaklngly unabashed.

The confusion can be fol lowed ia V: 20 Novenber 1975, p. 8;
27  Novenber  1975,  pp .  t -2 ,  8 ;  4  DEcenber  1975,  p .  6 ;  l l  Decenber
1 9 7 5 ,  p .  3 ;  l 8  D e c e n b e r  1 9 7 5 ,  p p .  l ,  8 .

See, for exauple, V3 25 Octobcr 1973, p. 5;  25 Aprl l  1974, p. 1.

E .  F .  H l11 ,  The Creat  Cause o f  Aus t ra l lan  Independence,  p .  54 .
See a lso  ib ld . ,  p .  122 and id . ,  Ausr ra l la  and lhe  J -upe. !pg !9 le ,
p . 1 0 4 .

In t roduc t lon  to  E .  F .  t l l l f  [ John Herouv lm (ed . )J ,  A  cu lde  ro
the  l . l r i c ings  o f  E .  F .  i l i l l ,  p .  l .

t 7

r8

l 9



/. 1

r t s  a t t l t ude  to  t he  cons t ruc t i on  o f  t he  n -ewpor t  po r t re r  s ta t i on  i n

Me lbou rne  p rov ides  an  exce l l en t  examp le .  r n  1972  the  s ta t i on  was

designed to 'serve the gror . ing nr . -unber of  Amer ican and other  f  ore igp

monopo l l es ' l n  t he  a rea .  rn  1974 ,  ' u . s .  wa r  a lms t  we re  beh lnd  l t .

By  i 976  Newpor t?s  cons t ruc t i on  L ras  a t t r i bu ted  to  t he  e f f ec t s  o f

t  supe rpower  con ten t i on t  .  
2 l

rndeed,  superpover content ion seened to be behind everyth ing,

inc luding gov€rnmgpt  spending cutbacks,  decl in iDg r rages,  urani rm

mining, teacher unernplo;ment and the tining of the 1977 federal
a a

elect ion. "  when acacemics Eysenck and Jensen visi ted Austral ia,

the lef t  unanimously st ignat ised their  educat ional theories as racist .

The CPA-ML condeoned their theories in an article entitled tJensen,

Eysenck visit a Prodrrt of Superpover contentionr. rncredibly,

not a solitary mentlon of srperpower coDtention uas to be fotmd

ln the art lc le.23

The responsiblli.ty for this ludicrous preoccrryation yith srryer-

pouer contFntion, which proved so inlmical to the partyts credibility,

s:nns! be traced to ckinese cornsels. tlore LLkely it vas a prodrrct

of the cPA+lL leadership's desire to dercnstrate that they rere

more royalist even tha tbe king. Indeed, Duncan clarke vould often

return from Js regur-ar v'isits to the cblnese enbassy less prone

to explaln everJrthLug that happened in AustraLla by refereace to

Erperpover coDtention or the mornting LnfLuence of Sovlet lmperlalien

V: 30 Noveaber 1972,
197  s ,  9 .  4 .

V: 12 February 1976,
1976, p. 8; l0 f,arch

y, 29 Septeober 1977,

p. I ; 5 lleceober L97 4, p. I ; 28 October

L9
7 ;

2 l

22 PP. T4;
1977 ,  p .

P .  10 .

Februar5r 1976, p. l; 4 lloveober
27 October 1977, p. l .

23
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on the Australlan ruling 
"1"r".24

Regardless of thisr BS chinr caDe to ldentlfy the ussR as

the drivlng force in sr-perpoer contcntiou, corresponding shlfts

occurred 1n the CPA-HL's dorestic eup.-ces. The Sovlet iloperialists

bec.-o 'eveu rcre dagerous Ehr- tb€ U.s. lryeriallste. They are

on the offenstve. u.s.  inperirr{sa is oa tbe defensi.r"r .25

Although sorriet influence in Australia appeared uegrlgible,

argud vanguard, 'tbat sbould not for a ElDute lead anyone astray.

sovtEr socrAl-ruPgRrAlrs{ rs vsRy AcrrvE.'26 Elll re,n{nded hls

readers that the British and Anerlc:ns too had 'comparatively suall

beg inn lngg '  in  Aus t ra l  i  a .27

The f:'oiliar raolst Jargon ra.s stripped of ics antr--supeqpover

attire and clad in the latest antl-Sorriet fittings from Chlna. 'Super-

Power cootentioa', rhi.ch had stood for global rivalry between mankind's

rwo m:in €nemlgs, sas nor used a^s a catchphrase for sovlet erpansion

and the defenslve postlEe adopted by the uaited states in relatlon

to it. rThe rmited frontt res^ained, but its target r^ras now soviet

social- imperial ism. 'Atrstral : ian lndependence' was st i11 the inrmsdlsgg

ais' but the ualn enemy in thls struggle was nos the soviet uniou.

u .s .  inper ia l l sn ,  to  be  sure ,  s t i l l  had  to  be  fought ;  bu t  no t  in

vays whlch could be raanipulated by the USSR for i ts own sinlster prr .po""".28

rnterwi.ews wlth currenE member B (13 March l9g3) and foruer meober
D. rhe yr i ter 's experrauce coof lros this observatron.

[John Herouv in ] ,  'unders tand ing  the  l ia tu re  o f  sov le t  soc ia l -
I n p e r l a l i s n ' ,  i n  H i l _ 1 ,  I n p e r i a l i s n  i n  A u : . t r a 1 1 a  . . . ,  p .  l 4 l .

V ,  1 6  O c t o b e r  1 9 7 5 ,  p .  l ,  e r n p h a s l s  i n  o r l g i n a l .

H l l l ,  . . .  S u p e r p o u e r s ,  p .  8 2 .

! " " ,  f o r  e x a m p l e :  t d . ,  T h e  G r e a t  C a u s e  . . . ,  p .  g g ;  ' C l a s s
struggte ls rhe rey ttntffi i irra-igzol, p. 53.^ l - ^  r r .  ?  n ^ r ^ L ^ -  l o ? 4  ^  l .  . / ,  r r ^ , , ^ _ L ^ _  t o - r e  I  ^

24

25

26

27

28
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I n  1 t s  eage rness  to  demns t ra te  t he  rap id  headuay  vh i ch  Sov ie t

i r ape r i a l i sn  l r as  uak ing  i n  i t s  pe le t ra t i on  o f  Aus t ra l i a ,  t he  cpA-

ML  even  d i scove red  Russ ian  f i f t h - co lumn is t s  i n  t he  uppe r  eche lons

of Auscralla's estebllstnent. For 8111, the neanlng of the Netloual

Coun t r y  Pa r t y ' s  i n te res t  i n  So rde t -A t r s t ra l i an  L rade  ues  pa ten t . :

' t hey  have  th ro r . ' n  i n  t he i r  1o t  r i ' t h  Sov ie t  soc ia l - imper ia l i sm, .29

l , ' rhen nesspapers cont . ro l led by t t re Fai r fax press conglomerate cr i t ic ised

haskish e lements wi th in the Aner ican leadership,  vanguard detected

the ominous s igni f icance of  t .bese ar t ic les.  I { } l i le  i t  a l lowed for

vac l l l a t i ng  l oyaL t i es ,  i s  no ted  tha t  t he  Fa i r f ax  p ress ,  t as  a  who le

.  .  .  has supported Soviet  socia l - iuper ia l isu .  .  . '  
30

Party  act iv is ts  t ra ined tbei r  s ights on Des targets.  They

broke rp neetings addressed by Sorriet diplonats and acadprnJcs, protested

at  Sorr ie t  t rade exhib i t ions ad d@Dstrated outs ide the of f ices

of  'cryradorr  Austra l la l  conpani€s vhich t raded v i th  the USSR.3l

The Soviet nenace vas even uentioned in leaflets directed against

HcDonaldrs \ernbglgers and Disneyland's cultural iryeri"t i*. 
32

fbe ltmtst leadership of the Builders Labourers Federatlon,

ln its contintdng disputes yitb tbe Building lJorters Indrrstrlal

U {onr stressed the pro-Russi*n orientation of tbat rnl-on's leadersUip.33

E. P. E111 in V, 14 October L976, p. 3.
Csuse . . . ,  pp .  L22-3 .

V, 8 Septenber 1977, p. 12.

See also 1d,, The Great

See reports of demonstrations in V: 22 LgrLI 1975, pp. 3-4;
7 _ O c t o b e r  1 9 7 5 ,  p .  6 ;  1 2  l { a y  1 9 7 7 ,  p .  6 ;  9  J r . n e  1 9 7 7 ,  p .  8 ;
2 0  O c t o b e r  ! 9 7 7 ,  p .  9 .
llbe leaflets vere qrDted l-n V, 22 Janvary 1976, p.4 and 3 Jrme
1976, g. 4. Ttey vere srltteo s"d dlgtrlbuted tl5r party meobers
d erpportera. Cyclosryled coples of tbe origt-aals are ln the
rr:lterts poaseealon.

t . t .  ! ,  l l  r |ugrrat 1977, g. 9.

29

30

31

32

33
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Several stages sere involved in the CPA-HL's transit. loa to

ttrls n'ew line. Tbe transltlon era^s accoqp]:i.sbed by the gradual in-s j-ol3lfqq

of che new priorit ies ioto the pages of Vanguard. The paper rnfolded

tbe charges step by step. Thls process yas consciou.sly aimed at

accllnatising nenbers, over a perlod of t i.me, co posltlons vtrich

tbe leadership had already adopted. Tbe process is described by

a former party lenber: 'After a rrtrl le you began to plck up ou l itt le

suggestions made in Vanguard and then you'd reallse this vas the

begLnnisg of  soretb log b ig ' .34

Hanifestations of Soviet activity in and around Australia

sere assidrrcusly narshalled to establish the deadly Benace facing

the nation. The party pointed to Sor"Let tourist l iners in Australia

ports, t.he Sov-iet f leet ln the Indlan Ocean and Soviet f ishing ald

oceanographlc vessels prov l lng Austra l ia 's  coast .

I 'he Soviet Usion proposed a Jolnt Australian-Soviet radio

commr:nication facil l ty; trade relations were booming; the Moscos-

Naroduy Bank sas involved in land development proJects iu Nev South

I{ales and Queensland, and nas the main Lnteruediary in the Wtll.tlan

C,overnment fs  fur t ive negot iat lons for  overseas loans;  Sovlet  ambassador

Basov rcovetouslyr  referred to the m{neral - r ich Pi lbara region as

' a  p e a r l  l n  A u s t r a l i a ' . 3 5

A11 th is  ln fornat ion w€rs select lve ly  gathered and publ ic ised

by Vanguard.  The paper became obsessed r r i th  cata loguing even the

Former nenber B. Exact ly simi lar cornnents were made
CPA-MI  nenber  H,  (caped in te rv len ,  24  August  1982) .

S e e ,  f o r  e x a n p l e ,  H 1 1 1 ,  I m p e r l a l l s m  l n  A u s c r a l l a  . . . ,
and  V:  4  Sepceober  1975,  p .  l ;  22  January  1975,  p .  5 ;
1 9 7 6 ,  p .  7 ; 3 0  S e p t e n b e r  1 9 7 6 ,  p p .  6 , 8 ;  2 2  S e p t e n b e r
p .  l l .

by fcrner

p p . l i 0 - l l L
2 9  A p r i l
1 9 7 7 ,

34

35
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rc8t innocr.r,us Sovlet actLvlties in Australla. The danger of Sorriet

i-qerialisn perneated the nhole pap€r and chu-s the consclor:sness

of tbose wb rel led on i t  for infonat ion and insplrat lon.

Party publicatlons used a cmbination of explanatisp ervl *l*:nj|-

tion nben addressing those Maoists sho st111 encountered dlfficul-ties

i-n adJustlng to the changlng lIae. Doubters sere reminded that

transfLgurations in the i-Dteroation.al balance of poeter nere invariably

refl-ected ln Austral{a, and that the ideological leve1 of tbose

rrho vere tncapable of keeplng up yas 
"*p".t.36

lhe partyrs organisatlonal structure facllltated the rank-

'nd-f i le 's assinl lat ion of the qhangJng l lne. Contact s iEh the

party's leading bodies rrr< rare, fortms for lnternal party discussioo

unheard of. Casvassing of party Ea.tters outside one's cell vas

str ict ly forbiddea. Vanguard vas tbe uaia centr ipetal  element in

?7
par t y  l i f e . - '

Ttre shared adherence to Vanguard's l ine was therefore the

foundat ion of  par ty  menbers '  sense of  comuni ty .  The par ty 's  very

clandestinlty served to euphaslse to oembers t.hat they belonged

Eo soneth ing specla l .  In  th1.s context ,  s t r ic tures agalnst  in ter-

cel l  contact  were regarded ac a Eea-sure of  the par ty 's  ser iousness.

Members '  dependence on Vanguard for  pol i t ica l  grr idance l ras

at tended by a corresponding reJect ion of  non-par ty  sources of  in forma-

t lon.  'Wl thout  any real  Fressure one voluntar i ly  inposed b l inkers

E . g . :  V ,  3  J u n e  L 9 7 6 ,  p .  2 ;  ' S o v i e E  S o c l a l - I m p e r l a l i s n  i s  c h e
G r e a t e s t  I ' { e n a c e  t o  A u s t r a l i a ' ,  A C ,  n o .  8 5  ( S e p r e n b e r  L 9 7 7 ) .

Intenriewees r i rere unanlnous on these matters. See also: IFlo
Russe l l l ,  p .  7 i  'The Bu l ld ing  o f  a  Marx ls t -LenLn ls t  Par ty ' ,
39 '  m.  l t  (March  1965) ,  pp .  4 -6 .

37
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oa on€self f , eryf .{r'. YorL..$ Tbe knosledge tbat che AustralLan

devotees of tb !(oist nrld outlook nere sruall ln nrnbers nas all

the mre reason for ttt- to huddle together. Belleving Vanguard

sas icself  an act of  fel tovsUip.39

Horeover, th CPlr{L prided ltself on lts strlctly qurr{fied

ad selected Eber"hip-$ To be a party mernber waa to b,e a person

of a special rcu-ld, priyt to insights whlch sere, for tbe mment,

denied to the ra-.ss3.41 Vanguard sas the reposltory of these revela

tions. To reJect Lts Iine vas to forfelt ooets claln to belng special,

to lose tbe f-;Iy in shich the truth of one's vievs wes seen aq

self-evident, to be utterly and irrevocably orphaned ln a vorld

vhlch regarded one's opinisps €rs extreme or idlosyncrat ic.42

Tbe comuplace pressures for conforoity operatlng rrithln

:my organ{satlon or belief system also served to secure acceptance

and internalisation of cbe anti-Sovlet l lae. Most nembers nere

accustoued to folloving the party l ine and santed to belleve shat

York intervle, 3 February 1983. Th1s self-blinkering is a
conlnon practice aroug commtrrlsts. (See, for example:
McDona ld ,  p .  149;  Yor t imer ,  p .  l l7 ;  Turner ,  'My  Iong Marchr ,
p p . 1 2 0 - 2 1 . )

Th is  sense o f  be long ing  ls  a lso  dea l t  w i th  in :  Ib ld . ,  p .  105;
Upward ,  p .  7 l ;  Sharp ley ,  pp .  112-13.

H111,  . . .  Superposers ,  p .  58 .  See a lso  Sorne Ideo log ica l
Q u e s t i o n s ,  p p .  7 - 8 ,  t 6 - 1 7 .

McE\ran (pp. 24-5) nakes a sirnliar polnt regarding hls outlook
whlle a Denb€r of thc CPA. In declLning arr offer of CPA-UL
nembership, i t  uas not r . rnheard of for party syupathisers Eo
p lead the i r  unvor th iness .  ( In te rv ies  w i th  fo rmer  menber  D. )

These oa t te rs  a re  a lso  dea l t  w l th  ln :  McE\^ ran ,  pp .  24 ,  62-3 ,
8 5 ,  l l 8 ;  U p v a r d ,  p p .  1 4 - 1 5 ,  3 3 ,  5 2 ,  1 7 4 - 8 / .  p a s s i n ;  T u r n e r ,
l o c .  c l t . ,  p p .  1 2 5 ,  L 2 9 ,  1 3 9 ;  l d . ,  ' T h e  I o n g  C ' o o d b y e ' ,  l n  l d .  '

38

39

40

4 I

\ )

Room for  HanoeuvEe _ . ,  p .  143;  Fa l rba l rn ,  p .  60 .
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Vanguard sald. ReJect lng the party l lne could eutaI l  losing fr iends,

soc ia l  cou tac ts ,  the  respec t  o f  onets  subord laa tes  iu  the  par ty

hierarcky and even iust i tut lonal posi t ioos. The poteDtlal  consequeaces

of pursuing one's nisgivLngs were daunting. Clue could be cut adrift

from the ernhattled mlnorLty whlch had provided one rrith a frane

of refereuce, Joining instead che pusirraaimous ranks of those wbo

fell off the charlot of hlstory every tine it hit a bend in the

. 4 3roao.

Fnrther, party members rrere steeped in the need to subordinate

their  personal iuterests Eo the revolut iooary cause. Ttre organisat ional

expressiou of thls was the pr inclple of denocrat ic central iso, in

whlch the decisions of the party 's leading bodies were blnding on

the party ce1ls and nenbet=.44

Membership of the CPA-ML entaJ- led acceptance of a sel f-e1ected,

self-perpetuating leadershlp. The menbersr loyal-ties had to be

Part icular ly durable, their  conf idence in the leaders almost lnexhaust-

ible.  Each day of cont inued membership uas a reaff i rnat ion of the

member's unquest loning trust in hls or her l . rd"r" .45

In accounttng for thelr  cont. l .nued loyalty to an ever-changlng
party l ine, most interviewees raised these sorts of considera-
t ions. Sini lar points are made ln a let ter f roo Barry york
to  Ted H l l l ,  22  February  1981,  in  r r i te r ' s  possess lon .

Anongst councless exanples are: Sone Ideological  Quest ions,
pp .  1 ,  5 ;  'Be ing  a  Revo lu t ionary  i s  @
uo. 62 (February 1974), pp. 29-30; H111, Ausrral ia's Rlvolurr.on
P. 40. Ttra luportance of democratlc centffi
par t les  can a lso  be  gachered f rom:  Upward ,  p .  80 ;  Sharp ley ,
P .  5 0 .

Deference to  the  leadersh lp  l s  another  conmunisE Erad l t lon .
I t  i s  ment loned by  McEwan,  pp .  95-7  and Upward ,  pp .  165,  i78 .

43

44
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It rras clear that tle pa.rty's antl-SovleE clmur w€rs f.stbr

isolat ing i t  v l th;-  tb lnstret isa lef t .  But,  vheu al l  sas said

ad done, vhyr sbuld nailrers of the cornmtnist party of Austrrt;a

(l(arrist-Leaisist) be perrcrb"d by Lsolation? Eadn't the partt

been lsolated si-nce its fmdarion because of its insisEeDce on

the il.riolabillry of larrist-Lenl.nist prlnciples? In many yays

australia l{aoists gloried i-n tbeir isolatlon. Being f out froot',

as the very n.{e of Ya4ard sLgn-ified, ir€ls nothLng new.

In ay eYent' tb Dtion of lsolation nas regarded :rs :m ertrenely

relative one by people vb felt that chey were actuated by an outlook

shared by a qnarter of rznt-isd. VanRuard repeaEdly presented its

analysis of Australi& ey€nts aa congruent with the Chlnese 4praisal

of rorld dsyelnprreots.

Party nelbers accepred Cblna's foreign poli.cy. A typlcal

attitude is described by York, vho poLnts out that he sas china as

a genuinely soci'ltst colE.try nhich had scholars, dlploilats
in other cormtries and the lrrowledge and expertise to gather
infornatioo ad iDterpret it from a socialist vl.elrpoint. so
the conclusions tbat tbe chlnese would arrive at on lnter-
national uatters yould be far more accurate than those r
could arr ive at .  . .  In otber sords Ey att i tude nas, 'Wel1
i f  chey  say  i t  I ' l  p repared to  go  a long w i th  i t ' .46

Nou-Haoistsr syryathy for China nas not a-s blinkered, and

cerrainly did nor automatical ly extend to the cpA-ML. st l l l ,  ctr ina

retained conslderabie prest ige among people who fel t  a dl f fuse dLsen-

chantment ui th Austral lan soclet.y.  I t  provlded a co-cperat lve conrrasE

wlth Australla, unblenlshed by soulless teclurology-uorshlp and constr

er isrn. To nany the PRC sep'r 'ed to be genulnely perseverlng wlch

York  ( ln te rv lan ,  loc .  c t t . ) .  e
expressed by Bennetrs (30 July

very slnl lar at t l tude was
I  983)  .

46
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a successful utopi:n e-rperirnerrt, the rmderlying iderllsr of sbicb

provided an inspi r i3g couter-model  to  che rat - race,  ecosEl ic  instabi l i ry ,

cynic ism and corr tpt ion of  yestern socieEy.

Viwed agrinci ttre baclgrotrnd of this frmd of spatby and

goodrtll tovards Chila, the devotlou and resP€ct of tbose sith a

heartfelt political ss'llai gm€nt to tbat cormtry is even less srr-prisiag.

This cor'rn{to€nt narlg'a}ly extended to Chi -'s foreign policy, uLich

srs seeD as being correct by virtue of being Chinese. Ib CPA-

ML, rhich bore the CPtC's strp of approval , ras nattral-ly regaded

by its uembers as be.ing ideally positioned to interpret lrr-clralian

events in the l ight of this pollcy.



50

CITAPTER FOUN.

CEIXESE DCF{ESTIC POLICY A}.iD Tm CPA-XL: L97l-76

Tb Great Proletarlan Cultura]- Revolutioo had dealt a devas-

tating blow to tbe CPC's right rtng. Tbe tcapitatist-roaderst aone-

tbeless proved remarkably resil ient, and a see-say contest for pover

beEreen the rcderates and radicals raged vicbin tbe Gourm.ist Party

of  Ct in:  tbougbout  the or td-1970s.1

Thee raJor mass canpa1ps doninated Chinese do ^stlc polit ics

drring this period: the crit lcism of Lin Biao and Coafucius; the

study of  tbe d ic tatorship of  the pro letar ia t ;  and the st ruggle agai .nst

at teryts  to reverse the 'correct  verd ic ts '  o f  the cul tura l  revolutLon.

Tbese c4aigns sere presented as l ife-and-death eDcotnters yith

domestic capitalist element.s who, by their very nacure, would uever

be reconciled to defeat. At stake was Chiaa's continued adherence

to the socia1ls t  path.

A recrudescence of  the sty le end tone of  the cul tura l  revolut ion

ernerged:  rWhat  
Joy i t  ls  to  s t ruggle s l th  heaven!  t ,  exal ted Pekin&

Revies.  'What  
Joy i t  ls  to  s t ruggle r r i th  earch!  I . Ihat  Joy l t  is

to struggle rith man! Certalnly conmr.srJ-sm rr111 be realised amid

?
s t r u g g l e !  ' -

The tenrs 'moderates'  and ' radlcals '  are enployed here for
brevicy's sake. For lnformatlve incerrogat ions of the divls lons
rrlthln th€ CPC leadershlp see: Andrev J. Nathan, rA

Fact iona l i su  Mode l  fo r  CCP Po l l t i cs ' ,  Q,  no .  53  (January-
Yarch  L973) ,  pp .  34-56 ;  John Bryan Star r ,  'F r . " 'E  che Tenth  Par ty
Congress  Eo the  Pren le rsh ip  o f  Hua Kuo- feng:  The S ign i f i cance
o f  t h e  C o l o u r  o f  t h e  C a t ' ,  C Q ,  n o .  5 7  ( S e p e e n b e r  1 9 7 6 ) ,
pp .  479-88.

PR,  22  l la rch  1974,  p ,  13 .
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Like the cultrral revolution stdch preceded then, tbe three

Eass &utrpalgns were explicit ly aird at preveecing ca^oitalist 'retro-

gressiou'. CPC propaganda lasbed cut at the reactionary Confucia

virtr.cs of noderation ad self-restraint, aud denounced cbose sb

drrelt on the need for stabil ity, efficient :rftnialstration and tectmical

3
exDerE]-se.

For the CPA-ilL this Propagada vas reassuringly fniliar.

Austr2l{rn Maolsu bad been quite l:tterally born and bred ou !(ao's

tbeory of continuous revolution. Its precepts Yere a central tb€me

of tbe Chlnese pole'ics dcing the Sino-Soviet cleavager end Yere

repeatedly takeD r.P by the CPA-HL.4 fhis theory held that after

the v:ictory of sociallsn an incessant ldeological struggle vas required

if tbe uultifarlous pressrires torards capitallst restoracion uere

q

to  be stemned.-

A falrly comprehensive grasp of the Chinese radicalst viens
can be acquired from Selected Art ic les Cri t ic is ing Lin Fiao
and Confuclus (Z oots ts: lao
I.len-yuan, On the Social Basis of the Lin Plao AnEl-Partv
Clique; Chang Chrm-chiao, On Exercislng A1l-Rormd DictatorshiP
Over the Bourgeolsie,  ( for extracts see Appendix I I I ) ;

ls and Lenln on the Dtctatorstr ip of che holetar iat .
For the moderates'  s ide see the appendices ln 'ChJ- Hsin' ,
The Case of the Gang of Four,  pp. 201-95.

E . g . :  P R ,  2 6  J u l y  1 9 6 3 ,  p .  2 O ;  ' L e s s o n s  o f  C h i n a ' s  l 5 t h  Y e a r
o f  Soc ia l i s t  Successes ' ,  $ ,  uo .  8  (Novenber  1964) ,  p .  8 .

For a representat ive exposit ion of Hao's views see !{ao Tse-tung'
'Speech a t  the  Tenth  P lenrm o f  the  E lgh th  Cent ra l  Comi t tee ' ,
ln Stuart Shran (ed.), l{ao Tse-tug lruehearsed - Talks and
I€tters:  1956-71, pp. 188-96. Useful  scholar ly treatnents
f f i c lude ch iou ,  Mao ism in  Ac t ion  . .  .  ,  pp .  15-65
pass im;  K laus  l Iehner t ,  Ch ina  Todav,  pp .  186-94;  S teve  Reg lar ,
'Mao Zedong 's  Theore t ica l  Legacy :  The Gang o f  Four  and
Di f fe rences  ln  the  Pos t  Hao Leadersh ip  in  Ch ina ' ,  in  MISAG
(eds) ,  Ch lna  In  Trans t t lon :  I ' l here  to  Next? ,  pp .  70-76  pass lm.
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Is 1973 the CPC's tenth congress ccnfiraed and ertended cbe

poeer of tbe Shanghal radlcals trho bad spearbeaded tb cultsal-

revolut ion.  The cr i t lc lsm of  u l t ra lef t isn shicb bad 5een rmfc1deC

i-E Ebe grrta ef tb cultural revolution ncr itself cc rcder attacl.

The atl-Lin and Confucius capalgn contained back-h:rvted attacts

on Cbinese Prenier Zhou Enlai, the Eost secrrely-enEreached and

porerful of China's ooderates.6 By late 1974 tbe GPCI sas oo longer

referred to in tbe past tense, but yas described as r"o on-going

revolutioa almed at opposlng enrl preventing revisiot;ct.7

Tbe rcderates nonetheless exerted a steady cormtervrl l ipg

pressure, tbe effectiveness of rrhich yac not as inediately obvious

as tbe ef for ts  of  t t le  radlcals ,  g iven the la t ter 's  contro l  o f  tbe

CPC's uain propaganda org:rns.

In 1973 Deng Xlaoping, former CPC C*nera1 Secretary and erstvhile

'n tmber Evo capi ta l ls t - roader '  reas rehabi l i ta ted.  By January 1975

he sas s i t t ing on the CPC's top body,  the Standing Ccrr i t tee of

the Pol i , tbrgo.  Io  the same month China 's  'par l iaent ' ,  the Nat ional

People 's  Congress (NPC) uet .  I t  re i terated the v is ion of  Chloa

as a pover fu l ,  tec l r ro loglcal ly-advanggd nat ion by the end of  the

century,  a p lan f i rs t  adopted by the \?C in 1964 but  shelved dur ing

the cul tura l  revolut ton.

'The four  oodernisat ions '  -  o f  indr-ustry ,  agr icu l ture,  nat lonal

defence and sc ience and technolo&o -  preoccupied the ooderates,

6  E .  g .  P R ,  t 5  A p r i l  1 9 7 7  ,  p .  : 9 .  O n e  s c t r o l a r ,  w h i l e  a c k n o w l e d g i n g
tha t  the  an t i -Zhou ana lys is  o f  che  campaign  had r ide  cur rency ,
o f  fe red  a  d issent lng  v iew.  CHer le  C,o ldnan,  'ChLna 's

C o n f u c l a n  C a n p a l g n ' ,  Q ,  n o .  6 3  [ S e p c e n b e r  1 9 7 5 ] ,  p p .  4 3 5 - 6 2 . )

7  E .g .  PR,  8  Novenber  L974,  pp .  6 -9  pass fuu .
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Just as 'c lass strugglet preoccupled the radlcals.  Both catchpb.rases

were indlspensable parts of the chinese cormr-rnist lingua franca

and their usre vr-q incr.nbent on all factions.

But sLile the pages of peking Reviw ln 1975 uere veighted

heavlly togards class struggle, lnside china the mderates' star

was risiug. ^[ 5rl{gng illtrstratloo was the incarceration of gnruly

radicars, fomer sbock troops of the cultr-ral revolution, drring
n

that year.-

lteir rerease tbe folloving year vas equally slgnifl.-' 't.9

The pendulu surng back to the radicals, its oomenttm rendered a1l

Ehe more irresistible by Mao's personal intervention. 'you are

naklng the sociallst revolutlon', he admnished,

and yet you douft knov where the bourgeoisie is. rt is right
in the conrrrrrist Party - those in pover taking the capitalist
road- rhe capital ist  roaders are st i l l  on the capital ist
road.  lo

The recalcitranEs who were obstructing the contluuatl,on of

the GPCR r.ere ootr ldent i f ied as ' those capital ist-roaders vb sere

e :<posed and c r i t i c ized  dur ing  the  cu l t ' ra l  Revo lu t ion . . . , l l  oae

'unrepentanE capital lst-roader '  in part icular was al luded co. on

7 Apri l  L976, fol lowing a large pro-moderate demonstrat ion in Bei i ing,

the nan ln quest ion, Deng xiaoplng, rdas once agaln sEripped of his

L .  Ladany,  ' condennfng  the  Gang o f  Four ' ,  soc la l  survey ,  vo l .  z l ,
no. I  (February 1978),  p.  16. During a cpIEEIG-Fchlna 1n
L977-78, lu nhlch the wri .cer paFt ic lpated, Chl_nese off ic i .ale
repeatdly cl ted 1975 as the year of a concerted counter-attack
led  by  Zhou En la i .  Th is  i s  cor robora ted  by  a  d ia ry  o f  the  tour
kept  by  Peter  Vod icka  wh lch  is  in  the  wr i te r ' s  possess ion .

1n

P .

9

l0

l l

Ladany,  1oc .  c l t .

Mao Zedong, quoted

PR' 19 l farch L976,

P R ,  1 2  M a r c h  L 9 7 6 ,  p .  4 .

9 .
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posts. The relatively rnknorn Hua Guofeng's appoiataent on tbe

s{E cav as Prenier of tbe state council and First vice{b.atnran

of tbe CPC sas presented by the lJestern nedla as a couprcnise l1ea5ure

adopted by a deeply diwided leaderstr tp.  l2

Tbe CPA-ML's reslrcnse to Ehe developments sketche.l above yas

conditioued by an outlook as nyoplc a,s it ras self-i-oposed. Basing

ltself entirely on official cPc propaganda, vhich sas dcrioated

by tbe Chinese radLcalsl3, the party vas br:oyed by tbe apparent

lnerrabillty of l{aorg trluqh over tbe capitellst-roaders. gbere

other observers s6fl a tug-of-war betueen radicals :nd rcderates,

the CPA-HL san only the rout of the latter.

This lneptitude i-s hard to understand. The cpA-t{L had been

rep'e.atedly embarrassed by its inability to read betweea the ling5

of cbioese propaganda, Jret it obstinately refr:,sed to entertain che

analyses offered ln 'bor-rgeois '  sources.

Towards the end of 1956 lli l l had scoffed shen rold by a cpA-ML

cc nenber nho had returoed from an extended stay in china thet Llu

shaoqi sas the 'nrnber ooe capital ist-roaderf  in the cpc.14 rn

1967 Liu's theory of sel f-cul t ivat ion, the cornersEone of hls book

Horr to be a Good coftm@ist,  i .as st i l l  belng pronoted by the cpA-

xL. Ei l l 's lnforoant,  of  course, t . 'as r ight aad soon vanguard vas

For  a  typ ica l  exanp le  see Canber ra  T i roes ,  13  Apr i l  1976,  p .  Z .
st lnulat lng scholarty atsciGGis i re:  

-gir l  
Brugger,  'c<,ocluslon' ,

ln Brugger (ed.), pp. 253-79; Jurgen llones, tThe frGeng of Four,'
and  Hua Kuo- feng:  - \na lys is  o f  po l i r i ca l  Evencs  in  1975-76,  ,
C Q ,  n o .  7 l  ( S e p t e n b e r  1 9 7 7 ) ,  p p .  4 7 3 - 9 7 .

B r u g g e r ,  l o c .  c l t . ,  p p .  2 6 7 - 8 ,  2 7 0 - 7  l ;  p R ,  2 I  J a n u a r y  1 9 7 7 ,
pp .  L4-17

Forrndlng CPA-ML CC nenber,  24 March 1983.

l 2

l 3

t4
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b u s y  d e n o u n c i n g  L i u  a n d  h i s  t h e o r i " " . 1 5  T h e  p a r t y ' s  i n a b i r i t y -

cum-re fusa l  to  t rasp  the  connota t ions  o f  ch inese fo re ign  po l i cy ,

d i s c u s s e d  i n  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  c h a p t e r ,  i s  a  f u r t h e r  i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f

I ts Lnept l tude and obst inacy.

r t  vourd appear that the party leadership L'as f*ni l iar r i th

academic  anc  Journa l i s t i c  accor :n ts  o f  d iv is ions  g i th in  the  cpc  in

the  rn id - I970s .  However ,  a l though b i t ten  more  than once,  the  cpA-ML

had not yet learnt to be shy. Party publ icat ions repeatedly disn- issed

such accormts as tbourgeois nonsenset and trr .mours and scandal-

.  ,  1 6monger1ng-  .

In the event,  ouch of the bourgeoj.s nonsense and scandal-

nongering proved quite perspicacious. v iewed in this Llght,  tbere

is considerable i rony iu Elt l 's re.mark in 1970 that his maDy nistakes

had taugbt hin ' to be careful  in naking absolute stateeentr ' .17

The cock-sr.Ee toDe rrith rrblch the CPA+{L disnissed China-satctprs'

anaryses is eloquent of an lnability to grasp Haors ideas ad nethod

beyond tbe level of  plat i tude.

xao's najority on the Gpc cc at tbe beginning of the cultural.

revolution had been unst"taylS and tbe three mass caqlaigns condrrted

l 5

l 6

self-cultivatioo vas proDoted in sone rdeological euestions,
p. 17. Ir sas denor.mced, along wfth Liu, ln \r, l8 Xay f967,
p .  3 .

'Gteat Advange of Peoplet8 Cbl.a ' ,  AC, no. 54 (October lg72),
p .  25 ;  V ,  15  Apr i l  1976,  p ,  5 .  C f .Ta t lona l  T lnes ,  27  Ocrober -
I lioveober I 975 , p. 36.

! ,  I  O c t o b e r  1 9 7 0 ,  p .  5 .

Xa lsetungr 'Speech to the Albrn{an Hllitary l}elegatlou (}tay l,
1967)', ln Jolut Publl.catlons Researcb Sen'lce, lfiecellasy

@, reprtuted ln BCD .. . ,  vof l  S, no. f
(Febnury 1983),  p.  17.

t 7

l 8
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by tbe Chinese radlcal.s in tb -id-l970s clearly dercnstrated tb,at

tbe deep rifts obv-iorrs during tbe cultural revolution rere by rc

EePnsr healed.

For Xao ZeCoug che claqs sErrggLe rmder socialis E:Lq a Cyn^cic,

tortrrus md epochrl process- Tb Jorruey to gfus slrcsl-ess utopia

of cmtnLst societrJr vas fraught yith the constant danger of capitall.st

restorat ion.

The CPA-l{t yielded to none in its repetition of thse l{aoLst

tenets. But its practice su.ggests tbat they gere rnderstood as

Platonic categorLes, cEInoDs ln a catechisu rathea gfu.grr i'..ights

into the d5memics of socialist soclery. It ls easy to becone glib

about '11-fe-and-death struggles' vhen they occur eudlessly, and

on Ehe shole Australlan Xaoists v-lesed China as rcoolitbic. Tbe

capitalist-roaders sere there, to be sure, but Chal-nnan l{ao hd

chem rrell under coatrol.

Vanzuard thal led' ,  'saluted'  and ' reJoiced inr each and every

twist in the Cbinese domestlc pos'er struggle.

I{hen Lin Biao vas deslgnated Mao's successor in the CPC Constltu-

l o  ? o
tion^', Vanguard eulogised hfn.-- Part] bookshops were adorued

with posters of Lin, on his ovu and standing beside Chairuan l{ao.

Llctle yellow books of quotations fron Lln Blao adorned the shelves.

Then Lin vanished from publlc llfe. tlhile the internatioual

press speculaced about che meaning of hls dlsappearance the CPA-ML,

ln a llteral case of therc today, gonc tomrrorr, orprnged ell traces

PR,  30  Apr i l  1969,  p .  37 .

V ,  l l  J u n e  1 9 7 0 ,  p .  l .

I 9

20
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o f  L i n  B l a o  f r o m  i t s  b o o k s h o o " . 2 I  A f t e r  o f f i c i a l

men ts  t ha t  L in  had  d ied  i u  a  p lane  c rash  fo l l ow ing

at tenpt ,  Vanguard descr ibed h iu as 'noth ing but  a

for IIS lnperlallsn and Sovlct revl-sloni"r ... '22

Chinese €rnnounce-

an abort ive coup

cheap  l i c ksp i t t l e

Deng Xiaoping 's  rehabi l i ta t ioc r ias t reated s im:- tar ly .  As

i t  sas unaccorDpanied by anv fanfare in  Ch- ina,  \ 'anguard made no of f ic ia l

s tatement  endors ing Deng's re-emergeuce.  Ee s inply  took h is  p lace

arDongst  the Chinese leaders repeatd ly  qrnted in  the ptp" t .23 Deng's

re-purging in 1976 vas not sucb a lotr-key affair. Aceordingly,

the CPA-XL responded vitb a cable of srpport to Hao Zedong and the

cPc cc.24

Nor did the CPA-HL restrict itself to endorsing and applauding

the changing GPC leadership line-rp. It republished Cbinese cormr.niques

and statenents and effusively veJ-cored tbe uass capaigus waged

by the Chinese radicals.D

l{oreover, Vanguard's exbortations to study aad learn frou

Cti_nese rrterial apls 1p.1rittirrg. tbe docrnents of tbe tentb CPC

congress trere demed L-ortbf of stud.r 'by all Australian revolutionaries | .

Anotber article sald t\et the Peking tevir bad publisbed 'a series

of particularly fine articles' 66 qr-igfrising Lin Biao and Confucius,

2 l

22

23

21

25

As testified to by tf'rc vriter's persoual erperience rr.l tbat
of Rob B€nnetts (f5 April 1983).

I, 7 February 1971, p. l.

E .g .  Y ,  I  Augu-s t  1914,  p .  8 .

I ,  2 :  A p r i l  1 9 7 6 ,  p .  l .

See, for enple, E 6 Septe$er 1973, p. 8; 14 Febnrary 1974,
pp. 7-g; 24 Octobe: 19;{,  p.  5;  30 Jacuar.r  1974 lnis label led:
rctulUt 1975], p. t; 2O febnery 1975, p. 3; 15 April 1976,

P .  5 .
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shl.ch ever:eone sbould .""d.25

According to vangu:rrd the cLinese carpaign-s enriched tbre rble

gemut of l{arxist-Leoiaist tbeorJr.'Our Australian revolutiooaries

nust learn fror tbe ctrioese revolutio ^riesr, yrote the paper.fT

consistcnt vith past cpa-xl. practices, 'rearo"i-ng' vas construed

as the mech:nical tra'splantation of chinese concepts and tens

quite alien to Australia.

one vaguard article, after urging readers to study the oaterial

published in the c.apaign again^sg Lin Bio and Conf6irrs, dgelg

lrith Australia 'rriou spohescn vb advocated the settlement of

str ikes by arbi trat ion. Such people, i t  said, vere disciples of

confucius. 'Tbey vant tbe vorkers to ... restrrin thenselves and

neekly beg before tbe tribrnals of the bourgeoisie, that is, ,,rerurn

to the r i tes . . ." '28 Th Austra- l- ian Co r-u. ist ,  addressing i tsel f

to the questioa of intellectuals in the revolutionary movernent,

character ised one ex-Contunlst  intel lectual 's srperci l ious att i tude

tosards the norkers as ' t rue Confucianir . ' .29

The abiding cultrrrar revolution euphases of chinese propaganda

underpinned the GPA-HL's unyielding ullitancy and zeal through the

tr id-I970s. The parry 's srrategic and tact lcal  prof i le was gro'aded

ln Mao's often- invoked mad,ms that rrevolut ion is the naln trend

26

27

28

29

V z  24  JanuarT 1974,  p .  3 ;  14  February  1974,  p .  6 .

V_, 19 June 1975, p. 3.

V ,  2 8  U a r c h  1 9 7 4 ,  p .  3 .

' In te l lec tua ls  and the  Revo lu t lonary  Movement r ,  AC,  no .  69
( F e b r u a r y  1 9 7 5 ) ,  p .  5 .
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i n  t h e  w o r l d  t o d a y '  a n d  ' c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  i - s  t h e  k e l '  l i n k ' . 3 0

The  CPA-XL ' s  Marx l s rD  was ,  above  a1 l  e l se ,  a  t heo ry  o f  ac t i on .

\ t anRuard  ca r r i ed  t he  m i l i t an t  s t y l e  and  pes tu re  o f  t he  cu l t u ra l  r evo lu -

tlon lnto the 1970s. TakJ.ng the hard Llne ra.s seen es siuply tbe

Xao is t  way  o f  do ing  th ings :

The exarnple of  the Red Guards,  par t icu lar ly  to  the younger
people in  t t re parcy,  vas one that  ye Dever forgot .  We vere
keen to rpmember phrases f rom Hao such as ' i t 's  r ight  to  rebel r
and 'bombard the headquarters '  sh ich cal led for th n i l i tant
act ions,  that  advocated us being out  f ront  .  . .  O,r r -gty le was
very much in the nould of  the cul tura l  revolut ion.Jr

The quest ion of  'complete independence f rou a l l  i rper ia l isuf

romained ' the essent ia l  i rmediate quest iou in  tbe real  pol i t ics

of  Austra l ia ' ,  and the CPA-UL descr ibed i tse l f  as ' the only Austra l ian

patr io t ic  par ty  . . . '32 The def iant  nat ioaal  sor f -asser tLveness

rrith yhich party propaganda tlas infused interleked ylth the rnerr

uatioualism' of the Whitl@ years, acqrrirint 'rcrh greater respect-

abil ityr than had seemed possible ln th tate l50s.33

Parliment continued to be regarded as 'sirply a tal-king sbopt

and 'a figleaf for co"r.ion'.34 Arned revolqtim v:rs seen a.s

30 'Revolution is i[g :in trendt co*s fror a stateDeDt Dry Xao,
20 Xay 1970, in PR (Speclal Issr-), 23 Xr.v 1970, p. 8. Cf.
rRevolut ion is the Xain l tend' ,49, rc- 66 (July 1974),  pp.
2l-8 aod no. 67 (Septenber 1976)Ipp. 22-n. 'take class struggle
as the key liuk' eas a central slogn of the ati-Ileng capaign
ln Chlna. Cf . 'Class Struggle is tbe Xey r.int for lts', AC,
no. 77 [rid-f976), pp. 47-58 and rfb f,ey r;nt Ls Always-Class
Struggle' ,  AC, no. 80 (Septenber 1976),  pp. 87-9.

3l Forner nerber A.

32  E.  f .  E i l l ,  T te  E"e !  Cause . . , ,  p .  79 ;  f ,  32  Jaauary  1976,  p .  6 .

3 3  V a r  d e r  X r o e f ,  p .  1 l I .

34 E. P. EILL levolntiou and tbe Auctralia State: A Social.ist
Analysls, p. 94; the 9teat Cause ... ,  p. 36.
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i nd ispensab le  i f  Aus t ra l ian  soc ie ty  was to  be  fundamenta l l y  a l te red .

'The perspec t ive  fo r  Aus t ra l la  l s  tha t  a l l  s t rugg le  must  f lou  in to

armed s t rugg le  fo r  the  revo lu t ionary  over th row o f  imper ia l i s t  don ina-

tlon and for the establLslment of an entlrely uev demcracyr, vrote

1 q
Hi l l . - -  Thus nhen Abor ig i r ra l -s  armed wi th r i f les and spears occupied

a  remo te  n in ing  a i r f i e l d  Vangua rd  was  ecs taa r " .35  The  pho tog raph

of  the armed blacks appeared t iue and agaj ,n in  Vanguard and other

Hao is t  pub l i ca t i ons .

The depict ion of  or thodox t rade unionisn as 'a  uaJor  prop

of  capi ta l isn in  Austraf . ia '  remained a consistent  thcme of  par ty

? 7
p ropaganda . - '  R i11  had  f i r s t  sys tema t i ca l l y  t ack led  th i s  ques t i on

in 1955r Fnd t t re s t ruggle against  ' t rme cat '  t rade r - r r ion isn had

taken off in earuest during the cultural revolutioo.38 l{hen Ford

sorkers in l{elbourne reJected union strike settlement proposals

in 1973 and attacked conpany buildings, Vanguard accl:imed their

I d . ,  A u s t r a l i a ' s  R e v o l u t i o n  . . . ,  p .  l 4 l .  S e e  a l s o  i d . ,  T h e
Great Cause . . . ,  pp. 127-8. Cf.  EEggman, p. 9.  Tbe concept
p-d term 'uw demcracyt rrere taken from Xao. (See Xao Tse-tLEg,
'On Ne Denocracy' ,  in SIJ,  vol .  2,  pp. 33F84.) According to
one intervievee, yben Etll vrote of armed stnrggle be 'sas
yriti-ug ... for overseas consutrptlon'. (For-mding GPA{{L CC
neuber, 10 l{arch 1983. )

V ,  22  Jauary  1975,  p .  5 .

ElIl, loc. clt., p. 34. See also id., Ifolcing Baclsard: Loc'ki-ne
Forvard - Revolutio Social ist  Pol i t ics t Trade Union
and Parliaentarr Politlcs and Australia's Econmic Ctisis -
?be lrav Out, pp. 58-9.

f , .g. :  'Old Foras of Trade Unionisn Hust Be lhrovn Of [s ic] ' ,
AC, oo. 35 Gray l ! )69),  pp. 38-9; Lev Ei l l ier & F:;1a Bocqret,
t {hicb Corsse for Yorkers? Class Struggle or Class Col laborat ion?,

ror a contrast vitu ttre-
ortbodox Australian cormrnlst attitude to trade r.mioaisr see
L. L. Sharkey, Tbe Trade Unlonsr esp. pp. l l ,  13-14, 35, 41,
85. See aroo D. li. Rtrson, Ilnlons eod Untontsta lD Australia,
pp. 108-9.

35

35

37
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a c t l o n s  i n  a  f r o n t - p a g e  a r t l c l e  e n t l t l e d  ' A  l i o n d e r f u l  E x a n p l " ' . 3 9

B lankec  app rova l  was  g i ven  to  any  a i l i t an t  ou tbu rs t .  The

tame ,  r i t ua l i s r i c  na tu re  o f  May  Day  na rches  r l as  sca th ing l y  a t t acked

Ln an er t lc le  cal l ing for  ta  n l l : l tant ,  deelet  t {ay Dsy. . . '  VanRr:ard

praised G{H vorkers vho staged a s i t - iu ,  Xaoist  s tudencs vho drove

react lonar ies of f  campus and broke up conferences at teuded by agents

of  imper ia l isn,  and demonstrators who def ied pol ice orders to Barch

only on the footpath.40 I t  g lor ied in  the snashing of  v indows belonging

to U.S.  conPenies and scornfu l ly  reJectd a l legat ions of  Xaoist

thuggery.  I t  endorsed l taois t - Ied industr ia l  sabotage and physical

at tacks on r -n ion of f ic ia ls  at  a Chr_vsler  eutmobi le  p ' lant  in  South

t. 1

Aus t ra l i a .  
* '

Tbe oucrage provoked by the sackiut of tb€ lJhitl- goveroment

provided fer t i le  so i l  for  the p lant ing of  Xaoisn 's  a i l i tant  seeds.

C.orrmenti-ng oD one demostration against tbe Governor-General , a

Vanguard editorial said:

The moans and bovls about the rrioleoce of tbe derostratlon
against Covernor Cur shov tbe terrlble f€ar of tb ruling
cLrcles of people's violence ... Ee relcre tbe deronstration
and tbe so-called violence ... Vloleot -es rrst be used
against wiolent reactionaries. Th gre-ter the people's rrioleace
tbe mre LLkely it is to be sacessfirl in cobating reactlonary
violeoce.62

2 1  J m e  1 9 7 3 ,  p .  1 .
Ford Strihe.

See also tb CPA{L papblet Learn Fromv,

V :
P .

V :
30

v,

39

40

4 I

10  Xay  1973 ,  p .  4 ;
4; L5 August L974,

15  x^ {  1975 ,  p .  3 ;
J rme  1977 ,  p .  3 ;  2 l

17 Jrme 1976,  p.  1 ,

2l June 1973, p. 3;  13 SePtenbet 1973,
p. 7;  27 Februery 1975, pp. 5-6.

10  Ju ly  1975,  p .  4 ;  12  Xay  1977,  p .  3 ;
J u l y  1 9 7 7 ,  p -  1 ,  5 ;  4  A u g p s t  L 9 7 7 ,  p ,  1 2 .

eryhasis f.n origina1.12
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For the CPA-ML these act i_ons vere undertaken and endorsed

w i th in  t he  pe rspec t i ve  o f  l " rm inen t  revo lu t i on  un f l agg ing l v  pos tu la ted

by  the  pa r t y  s i nce  i t s  i ncep t i on .  Acco rd ing  to  Vangua rd  Aus t ra l i an

cepttaltsn Eas ou the brluk of collapt.A3, . ratber sreeping assertlon

whlch,  however,  looked tamperete beside tbe paperrs c la iu that  Austra l ia 's

salvat ion depended on the Conrmunist  Par ty  of  Atrs t ra l ia  (Marx is t -

44
Len] -n lsE)  .

Ihe CPA-HL had always been able to rely on the attractiou

of i ts fur ious act iv ism to t those vho rranted to DO tbings' .45 l {embers

recruited during the nid-1970s cite the party's r.rncoryronising nilitancy

and its concentration on action as the t{aoist attributes ubich tbey

formd Eost appealing.

They vere drarrn by its total reJection of capitelisn rnd its

eryhasis ou the destruction of tbe syst€a, rcot n'..1 branch. Ilespite

the re-orientation discussed in chapter tvo, tb GPA{L stil l offered

a heady dose of revolution yery alluring to red-bot radicrls iryatient

Yith balf-lrctqures elrd sterile, ineffectual theorising. breover,

1ts progra-re for independence suggested tbat tb party bad !F.re

a dotr to earth and syste[atic ]lanrisg lnrl5rsis of tbe obstacles

to the Australlan revolutlon. Ibe l{aoLsts, {n sbrt, appeared 'fair

dlnk.n'.46 For its part, the CPA-ilL declared its r^mk< open to

43

44

45

6

E.g .  V :  29  August  1974,  pp .  l ,  8 ;  17  J rne  1976,  p .  l .

V ,  9  O c t o b e r  1 9 7 6 ,  p .  l .

Taft '  p.  9,  eupha"is in or igtnal.

lnter-ims vltb: current nabers B (22 Angrst f 982) rnl A
(10 llececber 1982, 3 Aprt1 f983); fot-r rrJrars B, A, D, F;
Peter Vodi'cla, (taped l-ntervid, hlbocte, l8 lebroer5r f 982).
Cf. Irtervla wlth a foner SredLeh trnl* in nitBrr', p. 13.
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'al l  tbose sb earqest ly accept revolut ioor.4T

During this period, according to york, the party also attractd

a pathologieally ril itant Foup shtch he describes as 'laoisrs who

rr int  to be Xaoistst :

Tbey vere hltators, a strata shlch had nlssed ubat r sould
call the rea.rlv lsleneq perlod, the period of real politlcs,
"'ul nho vere attracted to the establlshed r{aoist groqs by
reputation. rt sould have beeu o.k. had they been iuvolved
at a tiE vben the polltlcal climate enabled l,iaoists to exist
vi th sc relevrnce . . .  but ln the post-1972 period . . .  the
l{alst rock-tbror€rs rere peopre rrho rished tbey bad been
around earlrer, sbo had nlssed out,for varlous rcasons and
sho had becore seird carlcatrr"".48

The nr recruits entered the fray with the fervour characteristic

of all novices. Vanzuard both spurred and viadlcared tbeir nilicancy.

Although Melbourne remained the hub of Maolst activlty and

infh:ence the CPA-HL vas no longer couflned to vlctoria. By 1976

its nevspaper had grosu from a four-page fortnightly into an eight-

page weekly ad it supported a nation-wide nerwork of sevea bookshoos.

student Maoists had considerable sway at the unlversities

of La Trobe (relbourue), Frinders (Adelaide) and Nes south lJales.

The prodigious act iv ism of i ts youth members secured for the parry

an inflrrnce far greater than its nrnbers (probably about 600-g00)

would suggest,  whl le the unquest ioned prerogat ives of the leadersMp

within the party organlsat lon and the dldact ic tone of vanguard ensgred

that party neobers thought,  spoke and acted in unison. l {oreover,

the party 's r lgorous recrul t ing standards Eeant that for every cpA-l .{L

member there $€re at least tuo strong and usually actlve syupathlsers

outs ide  l t s  ranks .

V, 13 Novenber

York lntervlev,

1975 ,  p .  l .

3  February 1983,  Yorkts  enphasls .

47

48
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Tbe CPA-ML aLso retained a significant pover base in ibe rr3de

uniou Eve{r€nt, tbe r:iqsgavs of vhich eere the federal Suilders

Labourers Federation aud cbe lfelbouroe branch of tbe lJaterside tiorke.::s

Federatiou. Further, Xaoists exerclsed an iryortantr soretires decisise,

inflrnuce arcog car mrkers, tea-he.FS, mrrlSine rcrkers md public

trFnsport euployees ad bad a rrisible presence arcog Teleccr uorkers,

metal rorkers and th ACT Trades ad Labour Cormcil. Control of

Melborr-oe's comrnLry radio statlou, 3 CR prorrtded anotber i-eortet

pouer ba-se.

Th CPA-UL's presence, to varying degrees, carrled reight

in uost of the crypaign. r-ndertaken and supported by the Australian

L q
left . ' -  As loug as the radicals spn-iagd ascend.nt iu Chiua, Austral isa

Maoisn continued to bear th Diu-tant, zealor-r.s, nil.Lenarinn iuprimtur:

of the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution.

Thls sketch of Ehe extent of the CPA-l.tL's influence has beea
assenbled from a readiug of numerous Maolst,  noD-l{aoist  and
ant i-Maoist  publ icat ions, including a host of  leaf lets,  rank-
and-f i le bul let ins and interoal doctnents in the rrr i ter 's
possession. Arnong the fes secondary sources in any vay worth-
wt r i le  a re :  Nat ion  Rev lev ,  9 - l5  May 1975,  pp .  77L,  774;  Angus
Hclntyre, 'Affioqk ou rnteraational corr*rnist
A f fa i rs ,  (1975) r  pp .  ZZ Ze,
p .  5 ;  A d v e r t i s e r  ( A d e l a l d e ) :  [ 0  S e p t e n b e r  1 9 7 5 ,  p .  l ;  2 0  S e p t e n b e r
1 9 7 6 ,  p .  5 ;  N e w s  W e e k l v : 1 6  J u n e  1 9 7 6 ,  p .  7 ;  l 3  J u r e  1 9 7 5 ,  p .  6 ;
3 0  J u n e  L 9 7 6 ,  p .  4 ;  I  S e p t e n b e r  1 9 7 6 ,  p .  4 ; 2 9  S e p t e n b e r  1 9 7 5 ,
p .  7 ;  2 0  O c t o b e r  L 9 7 6 ,  p p .  4 ,  6 ;  K e i t h  R i c h m o n d ,  ' M i n o r  P a r t i e s
in Austral la ' ,  in Grae'ne Stag Kelth R: l .c luond & Grahan Maddox,
Po l l . t l ca l  Parc les  ln  Aus t ra l la ,  pp .  365-6 .

49
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CHAPTER FIVE

'ol'iE's NATURAT ASSUIPTToN': THE spl-rr il i At'srRALrAli l.{AorsM

l{ao zedong dled on 9 septeober t976. The chl,uese press kepr

uarnlng about the danger of capital ist  restorat ion. 
I  

on 6 october

Jiang Qing CMao's vidow), Wang Honguren, Zhang Chunqiao and Yao l{enwuan -

the 'gang of four '  -  were arrested. iJ i th chiua's Dost prominent

and poverful radicals removed, Hua Guofeng vas appoiuted chairna_n

of the gPC.

The cPA-l{L bad repeatedly backed the radic"r".2 c,onsisteucy

required that their  incarcerat ion be conderred. Indeed, i t  in. i t ia l lv

appeared that the first dissonant note in tb€ party's rerations

Yith tb€ GPC vas about to sound.

Paphlets by Yao and zhang, the gag of fourts theoreticians,

vere shifted to Positions of greater prm.inence in tb party's Helbourne
?

booksbop.J vaoguard reprinted a pro-radicrl articre by red Eirt.4

Ithil€ CPA+{L rrlrers yaited for nn off|cLal stat-?nt frm tbeir

PartY' Eill covinced tbe leadershLp - Dst of nbich ranted to issue

a staterent stpPorting the gag of four - to rait rncl-l be had r-isited
q,

Chi-na. 
-

E.g. PR, 3 Septerber 1976, pp. 5-7.

See, gey prnfle: V, 19 Febnrary 197O, p. t; EilI, 'Speec.b
.. - to lblborroe ltenorial .. . r, W. ZZ, 29.

C\r-rent raber E, 13 t{arch 1983.

E. F. Rill, 'Ctinese People Strlggle to CoosilrJdate proletari:rD
Diccarorehip', T, 28 October 1975, pp. 3, 8. pirst publisbed
fu ! ,  24 Jrne 1975, p. 3.

lloccnt by f,. r. Elrl clrculated rltlrru tie prry le-dership
ed sead br tr'+ rrlter aod crgreo3 rdrer t. Crntenrier, loi.
c1t. )
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Hi l l  d i d  no t  a r r l ve  l n  Ch ina  un t i l  December  1976 .  By  tha t

t iue,  the CPA-ML vas a l ready comri t ted to support  of  the nev Chinese

leadershlp.  This comoi tment  i ras conta ined in a vanguard edi tor ia l

publtshed on 4 Novenber and rrrltten by 8111 on 27 october ln Loodon,

en route to Albania,  af ter  he had read the of f ic ia l  Chinese dpnuncia-

t i on  o f  t he  gang  o f  f o . r r . 6

The decision to perforn this precipi tate vol te face uas thus

taken by Eill alone, oceans auay frou the rest of the party leadership

and on the strength of a demonstrably sel f-serving off ic ial  Chinese

arcicle.  Given the party 's history, the prospect of an open r i f t

sith china vould have appeared catastrophic, and this partly explains

Rillrs eagenress to clutch at the argrmeuts advanced by tbe Cbinese

Press .

At a banquet Lu his honour in Ghina,Eill reiteratd tris conden'na-

tion of the rlJa-ng-C\ang-Chiang-Yao anti-Party grolpf rrrd his e"'dorse-

rcnt of Eua Guofeng, pbom he described as a leader 'of great l{arrist-

Leninist stature

Ilben EilI returned to Austrrlia, therefore, tbe party's rren

position uas a fait accoryLl. 'I{e never bad a raal o}pprortrnrty

of debating', says Otsbea, then a party rrice-chainran. rlt yas

tbe Chinese party decision and we eere expected to aceept Lt.t8

Felded to Eillrs leadership ln tbe crucible of the Si.no-Sowlet spllt,

E. F. Ei l l :  V, 4 November 1976, p. l ;  CLass Strnggle Bith{,n tbe
C tn is t  Par t ies  . . . ,  pp .  l -2 .  AJca,  Peop le 's  Da i ly ,  Bed P lag
and Liberation Alg-Qei} editorial deparcrenrs, 'G?eat

aist@ber 1976, l-n Great Bietoric Victory,
pp .  & r6 .

PB, l0 Deceober 1975, p. 7.

O'Sbea interrria.

7

8
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the  par ty  leaders  acqu iesced,  some more  read i l y  chan o thers .9

E leven years  ear l ie r  Ted H i l l  had  wr i t ten :  'The days  fo r

br ind  acceptance or  b l ind  loya l ty  a re  over .  Th ings  must  be  thought

about Lndependently. t l0 
Thls statannent provrdes a useful contrast

w i t l  E i l l r s  asser t ion ,  in  a  panph le t  Jus t i f y ing  h is  acceptance r f

the  neu ch inese readersh ip ,  tha t  'one 's  na tura l  assumpt ion  ought

t o  b e  t h a t  t h e  C h i n e s e  P a r t y  i s  c o r r e c t  . . . ' l l  T h e  o o n o l i t h i c  c o n c e p t i o u

of ' the  Ch inese Par ty r  d isc losed by  th is  s ta tement  be t rays  an  as tound iDg

ignorance of l . lao's wri t ings on the presence of the bourgeoisle ' r ight

inside the Conrmr.mist Partvt .

l {ost party nembers, with varying degrees of convict ion, ral l ied

around Ei1l and the party leadership. But for otbers the gang of

four events seeded the clouds of loug-standing dissat isfact ion.

Ttre leading dissideDt was Albert r-.anger. critically-minded

and steeped i,n uao's tbeory of continuous revolution, Langer saw

iu chinese developneuts ttre actualisation of lra."s varniugs that

c4i tr ' l ;st  restorat isn sas a real possibi l i ty:

As an ortbodox xaoist r alwaye took sbat Ha and the uaoists
rere sa5dug, verJr seriously snd tberefore sas not in the least
srrprised rben Lt turned out to be perfectly true. tfy
identificatloa sas yLtb tbe revolutioaaries in China, the'Gang of 4' etc._md not vith yhatever bappeoed to be vritten
in Peking Revier.12

See declsions of the enlarged neet{ng of tbe CpA-ilL political
Con i t tee ,  ! ,24  February  1977,  p .  l .

Y ,  v o l .  2 ,  n o .  3 9  ( A u g u s t  1 9 6 5 ) ,  p .  3 .

E i I l ,  C lass  St rugg le  tJ i th in  the  C,omm. isc  par t ies  . . . ,  p .  10 .

Albert Langer, 'Ilby the Cultural B€volrt' lou yas Defeatedt,

l 0

l l

T2
ln AATSAG (eds),  Chlaa ln Tr:ncir fon . . . ,  p.  90.
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The gang of  fcur  qrEst ion acted as a cata lyst .  I t  rmiggd

ln opposi t iou to Ei l l 's  leaCership tbose Haoists  wbo for  seseral .

years had been disenchanted rith various facets of thelr partv,

v iz :  i ts  autbr i tar ian stnr ture;  i ts  inaae preoccupat icn t - i tb

Soviet iryeriali i l ; tb 'bor-rgeois nationallsm' of its indepelodoqce

policy; its dognatic and rninspiriug propaganda; its autoratic,

ssanrlyrgical call-s for ri l i tancy and its parroEing of Chinese foreign

policy. The rats of the oppositionists vere further srelled by

Ehe brazeo cyrxicln yb.l.ch rnderlay the proclmatlons of loyalty

to tbe uw Chinese leadership and the v'iciousness rith vhich tbe

party responded to tbose vbo questioaed the nes l io". 
13

tlntra-cswr.nist confl ictr, Rex Mortimer once srote, t i-s iovar-

iably  b i t ter  and sord id ' .  
14 

The d iss id.ents were rev i led as

'Trotskyists aad otber bourgeois elements' and 'a handfuf sf eaparisg

. . .  r r indbags and hrnbugs . . .  '  15 
Slandered as Sovlet  age.nts and

descr ibed as tscrr t  in  inner-par ty  c l rcu lars,  the apostates vere

13 Flfteen :rnonJmus CPA-XL menbers (lncludLag past and present CC
neubers),  'L€tter to a1l l lembers, Central  Cor"- i t tee/Cormrmist
Party of Austrat i .a Q{arxist-Leninlst) ' ,  [Melbourne],  cyclostyled,
29  l lay  L977,  in  r r r i t ,e r ' s  possess ion .  A lso  in te rv ievs  y i th :
current nember B ( loc. c i t . ) ;  former roembers C & G; a foruer
CPA-ML CC orember ( taped intervien, Melbourne, l8 Apri l  1983);
York  (3  February  1983) .  See a lso  Append lx  IV .

l lo r t i rner ,  p .  123.

V, 21 February L977, p. 7;  [8.  f .  El l lJ,  'ELstory Has No Mercy
for  Those l {ho  Deser t  to  Ehe Enemies  o f  the  Peop le ' ,  V ,  :2
Septeurber  L97 7  ,  p .  3 .

T4

15
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iso la ted  and  renoved  f ro rn  t he  Cpe - l t . I 6

F o l l o w i n g  a  s r a t e n e n t  b v  H i l l  r h a r  ' a l r  t h e  r i f f - r a f f  w i l l

be  exposed  and  d r i ven  ou t  o f  t he  re ' o l u t i ona r ) '  move 'en t r lT  L . r rg " ,

was publtcly assaurted by several of Etl lts supporters, an evaut

desc r i bed  by  Vangua rC  as  ' t h i s  re la t i ve l y  t r i v i a l  i nc iden t  . . . ' 18

Tel l ing ly ,  the f i rsr  schism wi th in the cpA-ML was t r iggered

by events chinese.  Al though Ei l l  rost  about  a hundred members -

inc ludiog the maJor i ty  of  the yormg€r people on the centra l  corr r r i t tee -

he reta ined the loyal t_v of  most  Austra l ian Maoists .

This loyal ty ,  hovever,  leaned heavi ry  on Ri11 's  sDd the netc

chinese leadersNp's psser t ions of  the cont inui ty  of  cbe pol ic ies

of ltao Zedong in Chiaa. fb€ subsequent course of Chinese developrDenEs

rendered such assertions iacreasingly rntenable, and rent all the

uore credib i l i ty  1e T-angerts  s t i " rg ing polpmics.

Tbe association beEseen Ted Eill and Albert Langer ls a nicrocosn

of the elenelts rhich nade Hao'sl a force on the Austrrl{an left.

Ttreirs rras sn rntikely narriap frcr the beginn{ngr }et they bad

uucb in comn. Both excetled i-D thpir acadentc c€rreera; both vere

drarsu to Chi&r by its tanacious 63 lneplring fidellty to revolutlonar5r

Harrisrreniaisl. Each represented the rcst outstading pxz-[,le

of his fyPe: FiLl, tbe bard-rine C.c.intern Stal{nist par ercellence,

16 l{ost iuterw-ieees active in tb party durLng thie trm srpported
F;rl and opposed Langer. buelve.r, vben intenrlered, all sabJects
agreed on tbe sort of treatr€8t -ted ort. to the dissidents.
see also 'Zugzgang', p. 10. Perrinent docrnents in tbe rriter's
possession lnclude: en rntitled letter of protest on his
scspe,nsion fror parqs relbershi.p by 8 former CPA-[ OC terber,
[Htuor:rueJ, 4 Dece*er 1977; e ratitled speech by tbe uriter
to I .eetlng of GPA{L r-rren nd crose assoclates, [t{elborrne,
dd-r977I.

E. P. ElIl, b !, 17 f,ovder L977, p. 3.

E I h^--_l-_ r att t

l 7
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the archet5pal I93Os cmrnist; I^anger, tbe rebelllous garnpus Yaoist

of the 1950s, eyes set Cef iant ly ou t te future.

Yet they vere destined to be Australim !{aolsu's odd cotple.

Shlps in tbe political aight, rby parted vays vben tF contert

whlch had -de tbeir associatioo possible passed out of ed-stence.

Central to that coBtext sas ChJn-e's Great Proletarian Cul,tural

Revolut ion.



t r

Thi r ty  years  be fore  the

had becone rigidly entrenched

w a s  t h e  t r a d i t i o n  o f  o b e d i e n c e

r ,sas  the  r igorous ly -d isc ip l ined

w i t h  i t s  l e a d e r s '  d e c i s i o n s .

CONCLUS ION

CPA-ML was  fo rued ,  t vo  t r ad i t i ons

eong Australlan corrqml.sts: one

to  a  l ead ing  fo re ign  pa r t y ;  t he  o the r

eonpl iance of  the par t ) '  rneobership

These  t rad i t i ons  cons t i t u ted  the  t s i n  p i l l a r s  o f  t he  CPA-MLrs

reflexive and fasning subservience tosards the Cornunist Party of

China.  They were inculcated in to those r -ho swel led the par ty 's

ranks  f ron  the  l a te  1960s ,  mos t  o f  whou  ve re  young  i u  yea rs ,  po l i t i ca l

expe r i ence ,  o r  bo th .

The CPA-ML's very PrDergeuce is  at t r ibutable to a fore ign developnent ,

the Sino-Soviet split. The China l ink ras rmbil ica-L, and ia n::ny

ways  the  CPA-ML 's  re i son  d 'e t re .  Re f l ec t i ng  oD  tbe  pa r t y r s  h i s to ry ,

a former member says: ' . . .  l t  was a branch of tbe Cbioese party

arrd lt san itself Ln those terns. l{o Eatter nhat else it vas

doing i t  had Dever,  ever broken avay frm that ' . I

Iu trinning its sails to the Chinese vind, the CPA-I{L produced

a gtotesque parody of Haoisn. l{ao's slog."., tactics ad policies

were \rrenched from tbeir Ghlnese coDtert and grafted onto Australia.

Ttris betrayed an inability to assi-railate the creative fled.bility

wlth which Uao approacbed hls own society, and it produced eome

particularl-y bizarre Australian political h-vbrids. Tbe preocctpation

wlth China, and tbe D€chanis31 3r;rncplantatioo of Chinese foreign

and domestic pol1cie6 to Australia, uas eloguent of tbe dognatic

Foruer neober D.



r i g i d i t y  and  po l i t i ca l  dependence  wh ich  hams t rung  the  Cor rmun is t

P a r t l '  o f  A u s t r a l i a  b e f o r e  t h e  S i n o - S o v i e t  s p l i t .

There is  no et idence that  the CPC required the CPA-ML to so

cnrdely and slavishly adopt 8nd eulogise the forner's policies.

On the contrarJ ' .  Even before the Sino-Soviet  sp l i t ,  CPA cadres

had  found  ch inese  adoon i t i ons  t o  s tudy  the  conc re te  s i t ua t l on  i n

Aus t ra l i a  a  re f resh ing  con t rE rs t  t o  t he  i ne las t i c  o r thodo ry  o f  t he

Sov ie t  pa r t y . '

Rather, the CPA-}fl- appears to have been desirous of more grridance

than the Ch- inese were d isposed to prov ide.  Ei l l  i l lust rates the

point :

I recall once uaking a suggestion to C\:iruan l{ao about the
C:hinese Conm'misgs vrit i-ug something on parties l ike the Labor
Party. Ee yas quitecourteous about it, but he said Chiua Dever
had a Party Ltkq that; it 1s Australia Comr-crists rfro should
v r i t e  abou t  i t . J

If anyEhing, as suggested io chapter three, Chinese tutelage D.il i tated

against tbe CPA-ilLrs adoption of caricatr-Ees of CPC polieie-s.

In I98O Beij ing Revier qLnted a Yaguard article for the firsr

tine i-n tvo ye:rrs. Sigdficantly, the article vas an editorial

e$ortation to Australian Hard.st-Ie.uLnists to concentrate on Austral'ia

ad not be obsessed yith Chlur..e dewelopoents. One parfy nenber

interpreted this tas I polLte rcn-interfering attenpt to drop a

t
h i n g  . . .  

r -

')

3

I

Sendy, p. 90; Hclntyre, 'Tbe Training

E.  f .  E i I l ,  ln  Y ,  20  |La t  1982,  p .  3 .

'Orr Revolutlonary Arena ls AJstrel{al
reprinted in -lelJine Reytd, 25 August
YorL, letter to Ted 8111, 13 Decerbcr
essloa, p.  2.

. . . '  ,  pp .  415 -16 .

,  ! ,  17 Ju ly  1980,  p.  I ,
1980, p. 12; Barry

1980, in r i ter 's 1rcss-
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The act of dlsavoring the policies of tlre cpsc, to vhich rhey

bad been loyal for so long, suggests a capacity for i-edepeodent

actioa alrcng the CPA-ML leaderstrip. The lefter-th+thou positions

arJopted by the central figures in the party's formdarion yere Dot

a product, but rather the basis, of tbir attractiou to the chinese

side in the Sino-Sov-iet dispure.

Yet after L977 ' as the CPC systeratica1ly repdiaced tbe cultrral

revolution and the Haoist r-toms stlch bad tnspired it, the CpA- lll-

obl:lgingly fe1l lnto 1ine. A rcre tbrough revers.l rould be difficult

g9 lm^agine- twe are nore & Party of autooatonsr, observed york

i-n a letter to the party chairu:' 'r 'responding imnediately to everjr

change in chinese pollcy ...r Party nenbers ferr arar in droves.5

IJe need to account for the actious of those yithin the cpA-ML

sbo were prepared to JeEtison tbe principles rrbich their party had

r-nsservingly upheld. Obviously a rnultiplicity of iatenroveu factors

is involved.

one explanat ion is part icular ly suggest ive. A snal l  and isolated

party '  steeped ln the logic of subsenrience, has a conpel l lng need

for an overseas patron t .o confer the l l lusion of substance on i t .

I{hen those who forned the cpA-ML broke virh the cpStJ chey rushed

headlong into che comfort ing embrace of another patron. Thus chey

never overcFTe thel r  re l lance on some forn of  a l ien associat ion

to provide them wlth kudos and securlcy.

The perlod of the SLno-Sovlet spllt and the cultural rerrolut!.on

was a  t ime o f  po l l c ica l  and d io lo raa t ic  i so la r ion  fo r  che  cpc .  The

York,  le t ter  ,  22 Eebruary 1981,
CPA-ML's post - I977 for tunes see
Revo lv lng  Door  . . . '

p.  7 .  For  an  3ccount  o f  the
Herouv im,  'Po l l c tcs  o f  che
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CPA-I{L Easi ona of tbe fes vestera parties to srpport China, Until

1971 'CLina's only polit ical contact ritb -\ustralia rlas a varu relation-

ship vith tbe Couunist Party led by E. f . EiIl . .. '5 lhe tvo parties

shared a self-right<rcus sense of missloa shicb rras re{.nforced by

thofr i-solation and fueled by the political ad social turbulence

of tbe late l960s. These factors served to obscure the essential

rnrn:t.1g': lness of a close relationsbip betreen a great power l ike

Cbina, and a relatively inconseqtrential sect Lihe the CPA-ML.

A-s Cht-na discarded tbe ultra-left attributes of the 1960s

it outgrff the friendships shicb accouprnied that perlod. China's

diplo-:t ic re-energeoce was atteoded by a domgrading of relations

vith !{arrist-L€qinist parties and third sorld liberation Eovements.

Altbougb g6s ;:nif icatioqs of Chlnars changing priorit ies

for  Austra l ia ts  ldaoists  r rere c lear ,  the CPA-XL sas st r icken wi th

tbe b l iqdness of  Ehose rbo,  as the proverb b-s i t ,  v l l l  not  see.

A pronineDE his tor ian of  Austra l lan Couunisn,  AlasEair  Davidson

could Dot haee been oore uistaken nhen he speculated in 1973 that

'r.e c.r erpect the CPAO{-L) to meet sone success as Australian relations

si tb China becone c loser  In fact ,  Eh€ per iod of  increasingly

f r iendly Sino-Austra l ian re lat ions throughout  the 1970s coinc ided

rith ctm partyrs groring irrelevance to both the CPC and Australian

polit ics. t{hile the CPA-ltL had rendered a nr-ober of quasi-diplonatic

and other services to the PRC, as shorc in chapter one, lt. was aever

a dlploratlc surrogate of any stature ln Chlnefa forelgn poltcy

cons  i de rac  i ons  .

Stephen F l tzGera ld ,  p .  673.

D a v l d s o n ,  r A u s c r a l l a ' ,  p .  4 1 2 ,



As  a  f o r ce  on  the  Aus t ra l i an  l e f t  t he  CP . { -ML  l s  now de func t .

A l t hough  the  mos t  pa lpab le  ev idence  o f  i l s  dec l i ne  emerged  a f t e r

the  dovn fa l l  o f  t he  t an t  o f  f ou r ,  i t s  po l i t i ca l  decompos i t i on  shou l i

really be dated fron th early 1970s. It vas then that the conJtnctul e

p resen red  b1 '  t he  ebb ing  o f  t he  u l t r a - l e f t  t i de  Dos t  p ress ing l y  denanded

a  re -eva lua t i on  by  Aus t ra l i a r t  Mao is t s  o f  vhe re  t hey  we re  head ing .

The  pa r t y ' s  f a i l u re  t o  unde r take  such  a  re -eva lua t l on  i s  no t  su rP r i s i ug .

I t  i s  doub t fu l  i f  t he  gues t i on ' she re  a re  ve  head ing? '  was  asked

in  t he  f i r s t  p l ace .


