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APPE\EIX I

THE HISTORIA.Ii AS PRII{RY SOLTCE: SOXE }€THODOLOGI CAL DILFOIAS

For tvo naLn reasons thls thesls has presented the srlter

v i th  uethodological  d i lermras not  nonDal ly  encountered by the h is tor ian.

Fi rs t ,  the CPA-ML has a lwavs been shrouded in secrecy;  secondly,

and most  inpor tant ly ,  the sr i ter  has been an act ive aad loyal  par ty

member. LYhat follows represents the outcome of the rr.minations

provoked by these d i le""nas,  end is  an at tempt to PreseDt soDethiDg

l ike a nethodological  balance sb 'eet .

Th€ CPA+{L is  fantast ica l ly  secret ive and del iberate ly  inaccess-

ible. Party nenbers have tmtil recently refused to be intervierred

on interaal-parcy Batters. Iutenal docrne.nts are fev and far betveen.

Host bave been destroyed or returned after being rp3dr in 3ssor'drnss

sith establi,shed party procedures. Tokens of lenbership such as

cards or badges are Dot issr-red, =nd tbe naes of tbe partyts CC

nenbers bave never been publisbed. For the historian, trbo ls usually

on tbe outside looking in, there are obvious difficulties associated

vith yriting about e party so eaveloped i-u cl-mdestinity.

The present vriter vas spared tbese dtfficulties. I vas a

nenber of ESA betseen l97l-4 ad of the CPA{,IL betseen 1974-80.

I vorked on Ya"guard for seve- yeers, ETote hrmdreds of thousands

of rcrds for party publications *nd developed lsiinais personal

relatioaships vith several party leaders, especially Drncan Clarke.

Por tvo y€lers I va-s a oember of a parfy cell coryrising ryself,

C1arri.e O'Sbee rnd a CC nelber. I attended regular briefi-ngs io

rhlch EiLl cocveyed ard e4rl'{perl cbages tD tb party lLne, rnd

ln trca passed tbese shenge.e oa to otber party sbers, both directly
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,'.1 thlcugh Vanguard. I vas political spokesnan for a partry tors

of Chj-na i-n 1977-8, and \:t reguJ'ar coo.tact vith tbe Cbinese Enbassy

fron I975.  Because of  c ln s t rategic  posi t ion I  occrp ied oa the

Party press I knev mre alcut tte party than the overrhelring naJoriiy

of its -rhers, and oany of iEs lerlers. It sbould be stressed

that I vas fanatically and doBratic.rly loyal to tbe party, and

especially to Ted EiLt.

tte prin^ary-source value of rt operiences, brever, is obwiorrsly

qualified bry tbe potential for subJectiwity and couseious or tmcouscious

distor t ion.

I comenced rry researches already inEi-rtely f=nil iar vith

tbe partyrs mentality, policies and slogans. Inasmrch a-s the bistorlan

is concerned not oerely to docr-rment brt to recreate and make intell igible

hi-s or ber field of conceru, to reproduce the Cexture and flavour

of  the topic ,  having c i rcu lated as a par t ic ipant  in  tbe topic  is

3 6ani fs5t  advantase.

The nethodological  predicaments presented are equal ly  mani fest .

To i l lustrate with an exa-mple: Dunc:n clarke said to tne on numerous

occasions that ,  ae a consequence of  the Ceylon debacle,  the par ty

leadership had declded to ref ra in f rou cornmenc on internat ional

events tmt i l  the Chlnese l ine had been ascer ta ined.  Ihe leadership

sEuck  to  t h i s  pos i t i on  desp i t e  pe r i od i c  appea l s  t o  do  o then r i se

fron ury-sel f  and other  members.  For  me,  therefore,  ic  is  an i ron-

clad fact that ln the 1970s the CPA-I{L conscloualy and dellberately

echoed  Ch inese  fo re ign  po l i cy  and  JusE  as  consc io t r s l y  and  de l i be ra te l y

abs ta ined  f rom fo rm lng  l ndependen t  Judgenen ts  on  l n te rna t l ona l  maEte rs .

But  is  th ls  an t ron-c lad fact  for  the reader? Certa ln ly  the CPA-ML

leaders would outr lghtLy deny such a proposlc lon 1f  i t  were put
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Experiences such as the above are valuable as -.ecdcte, ASIO

br ie f i ng  o r  Jou rna l i sn  i o  t h€ ' I  vas  a  t een^ge  Iao i s t ' vp in .  S i s to r i - n<

have to be fussier. Given uy pri.v-i lepd position, I have to take

care in providing a feel for the topic. In the abses.ce of such

a careful approach, and giweo the general ignorance about tbe cpa-t{L,

the reader who reu-ed largely on ry testi-Euy could end q feeliug oaly

vhat I felt, or only sbat I vant hir or her to feel-

A fur ther  basis  for  caut ion is  the fact  tbat ,  as i . * " t  ins ider ,

I sas ipso facto denied the perspective of an outsiCer. t lhile researcF

ing the thesis, I sometires overlooked angles vbich should have

been obviotts. Ou several occasions r5r srpervj.sor raised questions

which dwelt in the blind spots of qy f=r' i l iarity yir.h tln topic.

l{oreover, the testi-nony of i.ntervianees opeued r4r for exploration

nhole f ie lds which I  had not  prev iousLy considered.

Ot.her party membe.rs vere an obvious source to consult. -{part

f rom the h is tor j .ca l  sor th of  thei r  e-rper i .ences,  they could prov ide

ins igh ts  i n to  JusE  ho r r  r ep resen ta t i ve ,  and  the re fo re  hos  acadpmica lLv

useful, my o!/rr experiences irere. .tfy access Eo rhese sources vas

in turn a velcome by-product  of  t ry  past  pol ic ica l  af f i l ia t ions.

However,  an l r rmediate problem ar ises s i th  sucb sources.  onry

E.hose sho have par ted colnpany wi th the cPA-xL are prepared co be

interv iewed.  They br ing wi th them not  only  pr inaqy in fornat ion,

buE  a  va r l e t y  o f  axes  : ca t i y  f o r  g r i nd iog .  Thus ,  c i r c ,m .cpec t i on

had to be exercl.sed ln handLtng Lntervlev oaterlal.

S lm l  l a r  p rob le rns  have  been  encoun te red  b ; -  o t . he rs  who  have

t r r iE ten  che  h l s to ry  o f  commun ls t  pa r t l es  (o r  any  o the r  o rgan l sa r i on

for  that  mat ter) .  Nonecheless,  oany scholar ly  works drag on che

recol lecc lons of  the d ls l l lus loned.  Indeed,  for :ner  - {ust ra l lan couotn ls ts
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such as Turner  and Hort iuer  have gone on to become scholars ln  thei r

own  r i gh t ,  and  p roduce  wr i t t en  rem in i scences  and  re f l ec t i ons  wh i ch

have  p rov ided  va luab le  sou rce  ma te r i a l  f o r  o the rs .

In handlLng the question of what to use ln the thesLs and

wha t  t o  om i t  I  adop ted  the  po l i cy  o f  e r r i ng  on  the  s ide  o f  cau t i on .

This is  not  to  say that  I  r ig id ly  exc luded any mater ia l  for  sh ich

I  am the  sou rce .  Howeve r ,  such  ma te r i a l ,  un less  ve l l - co r robo ra ted ,

has been enployed only as a peripheral i l lustration of ny roain argu-

menc .

A harsh but  usefu l  ru le of  thrnb is :  do not  base an argument

oD a stateeent  which could be d isuissed by t te  reader s i - ry ly  saying,

'You made that up' or 'that's only what you re'nember happeniug five

or teD Jrears ago t .

Iu anticipation of possible challenges to some of tbe sources

I have eryloyed, assertions l ikely to be regarded as coDtroversial

or dubious bave been mcbored in as mucb srpporting docrqrentatiou

as possible, even at the risk of appearing laborious qnd excessive.

Furtber, except for one iuterrrierree, all interviws eere taped.

Eyery effort has aLso been made to certif5l the autbenticity

of internal party docrnents vhich lack identifying Dotation. Again,

these efforts nay appear prcessive gaven that one'r @!!1!9g "."

rmlilrely to be cballeaged, Nonetbel-ess, lxr documeat hec been us.6

if its afthenticity ts not verLfiable b€yond all reasonalrls doubt.

(The cbecks imrolved, vhicb vere touched rpon in a paper presented

to an Eonours Seninar this year, wil l not be elucidated bere for

reasous of space.)

(he final aod perbaps platltudlmus obsenatlon: for tbe

hl.storl.^cas-pr{rary-aourse an opeD EtDd ls esp'ecIally Lry'eratlve.
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Opi:ions gfornded i-o personal experlence c€m be parti.cularly obdr-rate.

Iby sbcrrld be beld as tFnratlvely as posslble.

all Slringp considered, I believe that my direct inrclvenent

yith tlF cPa-xl, bas e-nh.*nced rather ihan cetract.ed fron ry re.qearch

a.rl rriting on tbe parfy.
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APPE}IDT[ II

'A colornn oil THE AI{TI-CE}TA CAXPAIGI'

@ggf9 ,  I  Augr . rs t  1974,  pp .  1 ,  8 . ; *

-. - Sot only hac Cblna taken herself out of tbe spbere of

i-rT€rial.isr, but it has b".o"- a great socialist country, the leading

soc-irl ist corn,try, acting as a beacon light to all tbe oppressed

people . 'nl tbe very sbeet ancbor of proletarian interaationa'l lsm

-.. h eyery rrspect it is orr opinion that China's international

relations are grrided, as the Chinese put it, by Chairuan Xaors pro-

l-etarian line ia foreign affairs and this is truly a Xarxlst-Leninist

1 i . ne  . . .

Ir Au-stra1i.a tbose who founded the CormunLst Party of Australia

(X.t,.) ... have fornd thernselves in agreernent nith tbe l.1ne and

policy of th Couqrmist Party of China. This isr .s se believe,

i-n accordance vith !{arrism--Leninlsm. The Comr:nist Party of China

hrs in all respects followed a Marxlst-Ieninist l ine and rre as a

Party i.:o Ar.rstralia have striven co follos a Xarxist-L€niaist Line.

Of course, tbe Conrnuuist Party of China and its great leader Mao

Isetr-ng are far lItore erperienced and befter Harxist-Leninists than

se are.  But  contrary to nhat  is  conrmonJ.y asser ted by enemles of

the sork ing c lass,  we d id not  fo l los a so-cal - led Peking l ine ( ln

l tse l f  an insul t ing reference)  nor  are se a Peklng Party  (agaln

a lnsrrlt lag reference to all concerned). Ttre eluple fact ls that

the Chi : iese Corrrnur is ts  and we . t rust ra l l ,an ComnunisEs both adhered

to Yarx ism-Lenln lsm and st ruggled to defend i t  [The ar t lc le

nent  on to endorse and pra lse the cul tura l  revolut ton and the canpalgn

agalnst  L ln Ptao and Confuci r . rsJ
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At th€ ttse of li irso's v-isit to China scr people bad doubts

about China's pollcy. Silce then, soe have said Ctrina h-s gore

soft or rev-isionist ... Or it is said tbat tb Chinese Parry oor

tolerate re'r is ionlsts . . .  And t l rere are vblspers abort  this or that

aspect of Chlna's foreign policy or lrer leaders or sots or other

aspect.

Naturally people nrst make rp their osn ninds about this.

Fe as a Party have carefully considered it ,*l coscluded tbat the

Chinese Comrmist Party i-s correct ... At Do time bas Chin^a gooe

soft on U.S. imperialisl. Eer reliance upon Ehe l"eni-nist pri-nciple

of coming to terrs yith bmdits, not to share in the banditry but

to disarn the bandits is correct

IJe love a.ud respect iDfinitely socialist People's China and

tbe Chinese people and tbeir great leader Cbainnan Vao Tsetlmg precisely

becruse they are Ehe suprene example in practlce of socia'l lsm and

the Cruth of Marrism-Lenioisrn. I.Ie do and rri1l continrr to do everything

in our  power to popular ise People 's  China 's  socia l is t  act r ieve ' re-cts
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APPNiDD( III

CEAXG CEf,II-CSIIO: IOII EERCISI}{G ALL-ROI'I{D DIqTATORSEIP

O\iN iEE tsIJL?GEOISIE' *

(  I  e75)

. . - IJe Etlst b€ soberly dare that there is sti l l  a dangep 6f Clin:

t r . rn iog rev- is ion ' 's t  . . .  tTb author  theu d iscusses legacies of  capi t r l in

which still crist in Chinar poiating out that altbugh China h:^c

a substmtial proportiou of state ovrcership, there is sti l l  considerable

ownership ou tbe co-op€rative level, and rerrnaDts of private ovne.rship-

Ee cites Lenin to the effect that such rparrnrnts s:nno! be abolisbed

at once rmCer socialisr].

So loug:s Le sEi l l  have these g i ro k inds of  ovnershlp,  comdi tv

product ion,  e:ch:nge through nouey and d is t r ibut ion according to

work are inev- i tabl .e.  And s ince runder che d ic tatorship of  tbe pro letar ia t

such th ings can onlv be restr ic ted, '  the grovth of  capi ta l is t  factors

in town :nd ccrnt.r_v and cbe energence of nev bourgeois elemeets

are l ikev ise i lev- i table.  I f  such th ings are not  rest r ic ted,  capi ta l isu

and the bourgeoisie sil l  grov nore rapidly. Therefore, oD DC, acccu.nt

should se rela-x our vigilance Just because rre have soo a great victory

1n the t ransforuat ion of  the svstem of  ownership and carr ied out

one  Crea t  P ro le ta r i an  Cu l tu ra l  Revo lu t i on  . . .

In  the var ious spheres of  :he superst ructurer  sone areas;  are

*  The author  l ras senior  Vice-Premler  of  Ehe State Counci l ,  ne lber
o f  t he  S tand ing  f , . r r nnJgggg  o f  t he  Po l l t bu ro ,  D t rec to r  o f  che
Genera l  Pc l i c i ca l  Depa rcnen t  o f  t he  Peop le rs  L ibe ra t i on  A r rny
and Fl rsc Secretary of  the Shanghal  Par ty  Conl ; i tcee.  He was
arrested as a nember of  che gang of  four .  The pamphlet  f roo
which l l rese extracts are taken ls  among Ehe oost  comprehensive
expos l t i ons  o f  Mao ' s  t heo ry  o f  con t l . nuous  revo lu t l on .
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in fact stl l l  ccutrolled by the bourgeoisle nblch has the upper

hand  tbe re  . . .

E ls tor lc ' l  sper lence a lso teaches us tbat ,  as the d lc tatorship

cf the proletar:-zt s' inc one victor-w after another, Ehe bourgeoisie

&a5r pretend om thp srrface to accept this dictatorshlp sh1le in

reality it conti-st-s to rrork to restore tbe dictatorsh-ip of the

borrgeoisle. fbi-s is c-rctly what Khrushchov a.d Brezhnev have

done. Tbey clr*nged ueither the name'Sowietr, oor the nme of the

party of l-eoin' mr t\a nr-e 'socialist republics' . But, acceptlng

these nanes ad usiag tbem as a cover, they have gutted Ehe

dictatorship of  th  pro letar la t  of  i ts  actual  conteDt and turned

lt i-nto a dlctatorshlp of the monopoly capitalist class Simllar

things bave b4@ i-o China . . .
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APPEIIDIX IV

STAIN{N{T IROI{ TIIX RED EUREKA VO\TBFilT

(29 rlay 1977)

Colrades! Be-read 'Bombard the Headquarrers. !(y Big Character

Poster' by C.<rnrade Hao Tsetrrrg. Especially Dote tbe sectisu: 'They

b'ave stood facts on their head and Juggled black and sLite, encircled

and suppressed revolutionaries, stif led opinions differ:i-ug frol

tbeir ovn, iryosed a vhite terror, and felt very pleased rith tbes-

selves.  t

It is trappening here. A Cultural Revolution sas needed in

cLina. something 5imlf31 is needed here. we call for a rectif ica-

Eion mvernent  to f ight  the rev ls ionisr  l ine r i th in the C.P.A.  ( l { -L) ,

re-establish a Marxist-Leniaist l ine and leadersbip and rebuild

Che Party  as an organised f ight ing vanguard of  the vork i :og c lass,

capable of  leading the Austra l ian revol -ut ion to v ic tor .y .

For some tine we have been concerned about certain problems

in the revolut ionary st ruggle in  Austra l ia ,  but  unt i l  recentLy d id

not .  see i t  as a quest ion of  the Party  l ine.  I . Ie  now see i t  as involv ing

revis ionism in the Party ,  which has ln f luenced us :s  welL as everyone

e l s e .

We are detern ined to break f ron th is  rev is ionism and uni te

Ehe  Pa r t y  aga ins t  i t .

These ex t rac ts  a re  f rom a  sEatenent  c i rcu1ated  by  Che Red
Eureka Hovemenc (REI ' l ) ,  cyc loscy led ,  in  wr i te r ' s  pc .ssess ion .
REX was fo rned a f te r  the  fa i lu re  o f  aEteoprs  to  secure  3n
in te rna l  debate  on  the  CPA-ML 's  endorsement  o f  the  new ch inese
leadership in 1976. The RD{ Scatement was attached to, and
is largely the same as, the let ter to al l  rnembers of rhe CPA-ML
CC re fer red  to  on  p .  58n.
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The  ca ta l ys t  i n  f o ru ing  ou r  v i eus  has  been  the  denunc ia t i on

o f  C h i n a ' s  ' t . n g  c f  f o u r ' ,  t h e  a r b i t r a r y  r d a ) ' t h a t  t h i s  w a s  i m p o s e d

on  the  Pa r t y ,  t he  en thus ias t i c  suppo r t  g i ven  to  v t t a t  appea r  t o  be

bad developments ln Chiua and tbe publicatlon of the revlsionist

p - ' r r l h l e t  'C lass  S t rugg le  l { i t h i n  t he  Con rmr rn i s t  Pa r t i es '

T h e  l i n e  i n ' V a n F u a r d ' p a ) ' s  o n h .  l i p  s e r v i c e  t o  t b e  A u s t r a l i a n

revo lu t i on ,  and  to le ra tes  a  bou rgeo i s  na t i ona l i s t  t r end .  'S t rugg le '

for independence is taken as a thing iu itself and not as part of

the Austra l ian revolut ion.  Superpower concent ion has been taken

as  the  key  l i nk ,  ao t  c l ass  s t rugg le  . . .

The Parry leadership has f la t ly  refused to d iscuss cr i t ic isns

proper ly  and has instead at tacked those wbo d isagree,  both through

runcurs and public iusinuations i,n 'Vanguard' ...

The tso-line Party struggle vil l  have to go oD outside the

tProper channelst  because those tproper c \ rnnelst  Just  do not  ex is t .

If such channels:rre re-establi.shed, then this rri l l  no longer be

necessary.

tJe see the struggle as haring ssng simi larities to the vay

in rrhich a variety of nass revolttionary rebel orgsni2ations a.rose

ln tbe Chinese Cultural Revolution to fight revisionl.sm in the party.

There yil_t be Ef€t confusion r-d tulrcil bere a-s there vas in China.

At first the rebe.ls yill be in a inority. But, '99ing agalnst tbe

tide is a Xarrist-Leniuist principler. Tbere is nothing to be afraj,d

o f

lJe rtrst rid orr nind5 of bU-od faitb, It is t ime to bonbard

the Beadquarters.


